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tvviiikliii"^- to all the luxiii ions smiomKlings of a palace car and

VvhisUed over the reiiiiiiiiiu;^ twenty miles ot' our joiiruev at a

rate of speed rarely attained by other than railroad otlicials.

This trip from \\'imiipe<i^ to (^u'Appelle consumes t.-n davs'

time, whicli is a ^ood deal in a slioit human life, hut after all,

it shows the traveler onh' a minute traction of thi^ vast prairie

empire. The journev of 300 miles is on!\ one-fourth of the

whole ilistance from the Kid Ri\er to the Kockv Mountains,

and the narrow strip of eonntis tra\ersed is a mea>^re sample

from 'vhich to jud^e of the immense tract spreading; from the

American bouiular}' to the At!ial-aska River. I ha\e tried to

supplement my own observations throuj^h intjuiries of the con-

ventional intelligent nati\e ; but it is not eas\' to ij^et accurate

information about this countrv bevond the limits of oni 's per-

sonal observation. The people who have traversed it are maiidy

traders, most of whom are iLfuorant halt-bieeds. and all of whom
go through it with eyes closed to its a<;ricullural capabilities. I

have received absolutely contradictor}- reports ot" the country oidy

a hundred miles from the lin.e of mv journey, and tVom the home
of the persons makin;.;- the statement. What I write is the mean

of perhaps a do/en compared and anahzed reports. I have

describeil the C()untr\' on both sides of the Assiiuiib(nt 1; far

west as Fort Ellice. The strip of fine country al(jn<r tii south

bank from Ellice to (^u" V|ipelle reaches from tweiitv to lilf.y

miles soutli, to the hue oi' i,'le\ation named at ditlerent con-

spicuoU'^ points the M<jOse Mountain, the \\eed\ and Wolf Hills.

Bevond the>-e the <^reat plain of the Souris, whose northern etii^e

tliey form, stretches away scuithward to th.e American bountlary.

This plain is described as arid and treeless, but the experience

of American settlers with sn)iilar |)lains in Dakota tbrbid the

hast\' conclusion that it is uninhabitable. Westward the same

topographical condition prevails. The t'ertile strip south of the

C^u'Appelle reaches nearh to tiie South .Saskatchewan. Farther

west the hii^h plain to the south ^radualix invades it and narrows

its width. The head waters of the (,^u'.\ppelle are very near tiie

great Ijend or elbow of the South Saskatchewan. Cien. Rosser,

the Canadian Pacific chief enj^i-inecr, has visited this point, antl

found the country stnxly and barren. The bulk of the testimony

is that the whole of the great plain on either side of the Sas-


