
>»

9

holy Christianity. Another mudo of Howinjf to tho floHh [a indiil-

ginj,^ in ^umk.'h and HportH, tlie variotioH of which aro 8o nninoronn.

Having than hricHy (IcHcrilxMl soino of tho prin<.'i[)al inodcH of

" Howing to the ticsh," tho next rtuhjoct in tiio text for consider-

ation and remark, is tiio harvest reapeil from all such sowing' It

in doHcriheil in the text l)y tho one rejmlsive, imt cornprciienHivo

term, '•(M)rrnption." This word do<'s not kerti mean the decompo-

sition jiid corruption t)f tho boily, for tlieso taice phice aft(!r (leath,

in tin,' boili(?H (jf the rig'hteoiis, tlie same as in those of the siMisua!

an<l wicl<ed. Tlio word is evidently in contrast with tiio express-

ion, " everhistin;^' life,"—the portion or harvest of those who
have '-sown to the spirit." The word "reap," in the text, evidcMitly

siiriiifies '' enjoyment, or punishment in another worhl." The

word " <v)'/'u/f/iun," therefore, as ap[)lieil in the text to the

''sower to the llesh," nu-ans his reaping or receiving as his

harvest, eternal [)nnisinnent, " in the lake of fire," frecpiently

eall(Ml in scripture, •' the second death," because there is no

resurrection or deliverance from it.

Let us now puss on to consider lirst, what is meant hy "sowing

to the spirit," and what it comprehends; and tliQn view the

present and future circumstances of hirn who sows in thai direc-

tion. Th(! expression includes a large number of most im[)ortant

subjects, relating to atfi'ctions and principles, and extfU'iud

conduct. The word Spirit, here evidently means tli<! Holy Spirit,

one of the persons in the glorious and eternal Deity. In urder to

attain the " (iternal life" promised in the text, there is a ne-ossity

for sowing to this Divine Spirit, or in other words, seeking and

earnestly striving to obtain flis operations and inHucnce. This

necessity arises from the native condition of all mankind since the

(irst transgression, lu'ingas scripturally shown, corrupt, depraved,

alienated from God, and consequently exposed to His wrath and

j'ust condemnation and punishment, in the I'uture and eternal

world. These av/ful truths are so clearly and fully declared in

the sacred scriptures, that for persons possessing ordinary know-

ledge of them, no citations of texts on those points need be given.

The absolute necessity of a spiritual change in the nature and

character of man, in order to his reconciliation with his Maker,

and acceptance to His favor, are with equal precision and certainty
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