
* A cupy til' tliis paiagiaiili was sinl to tliL- Cumiui^si^ in r of Patents. WashinR-
ton, I). C, U S. A., Willi a inpiest for an otKioial cDiifiiiiiafimi of the olaitns of Dr.
Gesuer to tliis iiuportaiit (liscuwrv. ami the followiiiir renlv has hceii reeciveil :

DEFAiiTMENT OK THE INTEHIOU.
United Statks P.atknt Oh kic-r:. (

Washington, I). C , .lime 4, 1890. )"

Mn. Percy G, Hai.l, Secretary of X. II. S. of X. K
Market Hiiiltliny, St. Johti, New IJnmswiek.

SiK,—In rej)ly to your letter of May :ii)th. yoii are advised that patents Nos.
ll,i!0;^, ll.i-'Ol and II ,'J().") were issued June ;.'~. lh,")J, to Ahrahani (iesner, a-ssi^nor to
the Asphalt MiningandKeiosene Gas Co., of WilliamsburE, X. Y., for nianufucturing
kerosene oil.

Copies of the drawinjrs of ahove patents can he furnished for ten cents each.
and mainisi.'ript. copies of the speeillcations for ten eenis per hundred words.

I5y order of the Ooinmissiouer. Verv respect fml v.
' GEO L. .All) I {TON, Chirf Clerk:

I'lease refer in answer to letter ;2,81-4. Per W. W. II

i

i> ItULI.ETlX OK TIIK N.\Tl H.\I, IIISIOIiY Sof'IETV.

the ])itcli lake of Triiiidacl, ami t'roni if extracted a burn-

iiiii: oil for lanii)s. Afterwards lie extracted an illmiiiiia-

tiiig oil from coal and otlier bituminous sul)stances, and

in 1854 i»atented it under tlie name of Kerosene in the

United States. This invenfion laid flie Ibundation in

America of u lar^-e industry, leadiiiir to tlie use of jietro-

leum for illnminating- purposes and to the enormous

petroleum industry as it now exists.^

At he time Dr. Gesner ltei>:an flie manufacture of

Kerosene at Xew York, cami»hene—a mixture of alcohol

and spirits of turpentine and whale oil - and certain

vegetable oils, were with tallow and siicrmaceti candles

used for affording light as well as gas.

In the manufacture of oil from co.il and bituminous

matter, a waxy substance called })araffiii was }>roduccd in

considerable quantity, and in naming flie new oil it was
thought best to call if ''wax oil'" from the Greek words

keros "wax," and 'elaior "oil,"' The ferm "Keroselene"

was lirst projiosed and afterwards shortened to •Kerosene"'
j

to distinguish oils of this kind , and under that name was
j

patented. !

Even with the best skill at command flie first

kerosene, or coal oil, as if was also called, had when
prepared for market, very coiihiderable odor. The kero-

sene oil works on Xewton Creek, near Tenny Bridge,


