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Senator NiacEachen: Senator Simard is obviously an inno-
cent when it connes 10 parlianientary work. 1was the govern-
nient House Leader in thc House of Commions on îhrc
separate occasions and it was frequently the practice to negoti-
aie with the opposition sxhen you needed a bill and they did
not like certain features of ti. You negotiated. If you were
smart xou did it frcquently. Sometimes governments are not
smiart. Thcy atîcmpt to put everything in one bundie. and often
they fail. 1 remiember when 1 was putting a particular bill
through the House of Commons and the man on the other side
who would not give me an inch was Mr. Diefenbaker. 1 went 10

his office and talked to himi about it; that iniproved things a
lot.

Senator Barootes: It 'as a niinority governmcnt!.

Senator MacEachen: li inmproved things a lot. It seems 10

nie very unwise f'or any governicnt in these circumstances in
Canada to say to the Senate, or any other group, that it wiIl
not listen, talk or negotiate. 1 hope it wiII take a different
attitude with respect to Bill C-21.

Some Hon. Senators: Hear. hear!

Hon. Heath Macquarrie: Honourable senators, I wonder if
nmy distinguislîed fellow maritinier would permit a question. 1
do not regard hiîîî as a child by any means. since he has been
on the Hill longer than 1 have, but 1 think he touched upon
sornething that we cannot deal \vith fulîx under this itemi. 1
think the idea of' conferences between the two houses is a very
important subjeci for those who are gung-ho on Senate reforni.
i would be very useful.

1 wonder il' the honourable senator. whose parIianîentary
expertise 1 have admnired for many vears. sxould consider that
perhaps he is slightly unfair in suggesting that the problenîs of
unemployîîîent in Atlantic Canada are in sonnîe unique svay the
produet of the performance or nonperformance of the present
government.

It secms t0 ic eand 1 am sure he knows this--that vwe swho
began Confedieration have seen the econonîic fulcruni moving
t0 the West over the years. Our people have had t0 go to
Boston or Upper Canada to find jobs. 1 gained many votes in
1957 because Walter Gordon suggested that the thing to do

svas t0 move the niarilimers into another part of the country.
Do you not think it is soîîîcsshat unfair t0 put the blame for
these probleîîîs. which grieve us ail and cry out for redress.
totally on the doorsîep of the people who are occupying the
corridors of power in Ottawa now'l

Senator MacEachen: If I did not put it correcîly, I regret it.
Whaî I was saying is that governmnent policy, whether it be
îîîoneîary or defence, has an imîpact on uncmployment and
enîploy nient. The national governnîent has a lot of power and
has a substantial effect on the levels of unemployment. I
believe 1 cited Suîîîmerside, but I could select somne other
illustration iii îîake the argunment that, hecaîisc the govern-
nient benefits so much from such high employmenî, it ought 10

make some pay nient wxhen îhere is high unemploy nient. and,
therefore, provide help with unenîplovment insurance benefits.

I did not îîake the blanket charge that my honourable friend
Senator \4acquarrie thought I made. I was making that point.

Hon. Arthur Tremblay: Honourable senators, before I begin
whaî I had planned Io say I should like to ask Senator
MacEachen a question in order to clarify one point. As I
undersîood the fishermen's benefits scheme, you said that you
have aîîîended the sections rclating to that in such a way that
the governmenî will keep paying the amounts required to filI
the gap beîween the contributions of the fishermen and the
cost of the benefits îhey reccive. Is that what you meant 10 say,
or did I nîisunderstand you?

Senator MacEachen: I think you misunderstood me, sena-
tor. Honourable senators, there is no amendment in this set of
amendments that obligates the government to continue with ils
contributions. We contemplaîed making that amendment in
the committee. \laybe it should have been made. I hope it will
be miade before we deal with the bill, but we were waiting for
sonîîe information from the department with respect to the
composition of benefits. In brief, there is no amendment in
these amendnîenîs 10 bring that about.

Senator Tremblay: That was my reading. 1 obviously did not
hear correcîly whaî Senator MsacEachen said. Speaking of the
fishernien's benefits seheme, it is clearly understood now froni
the answer îhaî Senator NiacEachen has given that the finane-
ing of those benefits for fishermen follows Bill C-2 1; that is,

they are transferred t0 the unemploy ment insurance fund.
[Trantslation]

Honourable Senators, Senator NiacEachen raised the possi-
bility of an anîendment wiîh respect t0 the approval proce-
dures for the regulations concerning the so-called fishermen's
benefits schenie.

A sinîiilar aniendment has also been proposed concerning the
regulations or assistance plans available Io some categories of
unemployed.

I should like t0 read exactly what the Conîmittce proposed
on the first of these two points:

If, xsithin ten sitting days after the day on which the
plan is laid before either House of Parlianient, a notice is
given in cither House of a motion t0 the effect that the
plan is unacceptable signed by not less than fifteen meni-
bers of the Senate. in the case of a notice given in the
Senate. and by not less than thirty members of the House
of Conitiions, in the case of a notice given in that House,
and the question on the niotion itself is not decided within
ten siîîing days after the notice was given, the plan shaîl,
upon the expiry of that period of ten days, be deemed Io
have been rejected.

As 10 the regulations governing the fishermen's benefits
seheme, the Commitîc proposed a similar procedure which
required, hosvever, in this case cither of the two Houses t0 vote
on a motion calling for the approval of the said regulations 10

bc denied.
Honourable Senators. these are extremely radical proposais

in terms of procedure and the function of the Senate in
particular. Let us not be concerned with the Conmouns' role as
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