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I thank you, Mr. Speaker, and all members of the House for the
attention accorded me.

Mr. Milliken: Mr. Speaker, I wonder if I might seek unani-
mous consent of the House at this stage to revert to presentation
of reports by committees. I have a very brief report from the
procedure and House affairs committee that I would like to
present to the House and have it concurred in.

The Deputy Speaker: The House has heard the suggestion of
the member. Is there unanimous consent to revert to the earlier
period?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[Translation)

COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE
PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons): Mr. Speaker, I
have the honour to present the fifth report of the Standing
Committee on Procedure and House Affairs.

The Committee recommends that the name of Mr. Hopkins be
substituted for the name of Mr. Gagliano on the list of members
of the Standing Committee on Natural Resources. That com-
pletes the report and I will move for its concurrence in a few
minutes.

[English]

Mr. Milliken: I move that the fifth report of the Standing
Committee on Procedure and House Affairs, presented to the
House earlier this day, be concurred in.

(Motion agreed to.)

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[English]
CRIMINAL CODE

The House resumed consideration of the motion.

Mr. Ted White (North Vancouver): Mr. Speaker, I thank the
hon. member for his speech which I found to be quite entertain-
ing. At one point he was talking about following the offending
vessel for hours and hours. I had the vision of being a third of the
way across the Atlantic before the negotiations were finally over
and we were going to get tough on this vessel that had broken the

rules. Then I had the vision in which we said to the people:
“Everybody out of the stern because we are going to shoot you
in the rudder”.

I wondered what happens if the ship turns the other way? Do
we then tell them: “We are going to shoot you in the bow so
everybody run to the stern?”” What if the people on board do not
obey the rules that we ask them to obey? Does the member really
think he is making practical suggestions?

Mr. Mifflin: Mr. Speaker, I could be flippant and say yes, I
do; otherwise I would not have said that. I give the hon. member
the dignity of a reply. I think he is trying to be funny as well. I
want to tell him that deadly force is defined as a force that is
intended or is likely to cause death or grievous bodily harm.

I do not know the background of the hon. member. I would
suspect it is as colourful as he would indicate. However, I am
sure he would understand that basically at any time or at any
place, humanity being what it is, most reasonable people would
try to avoid the use of deadly force of one organization or one
person against the other, particularly in the unwritten law of the
sea, the unwritten law of mariners. It is the same law that
basically requires a ship to go to the distress of another ship lost
at sea or has lost a man overboard or something of that nature.
We have seen many examples in recent days where this has
happened.

® (1805)

Certainly as a mariner in my previous incarnation the use of
force would be avoided as much as possible. One would not want
to use deadly force. One may want to and have to harm a ship.
One may want to destroy a rudder or the main engine of a vessel
at sea, but the last thing in the world one would want to do is to
be put in a position as a fisheries protection officer or the master
of a vessel so engaged that would be to cause bodily harm.

I am not sure what the hon. member meant when he said
moving people from the stern to the forecastle or the forecastle
back to the stern. The name of the game would be basically to
vacate that area to which we would cause damage so that there
would not be bodily harm to any people involved. Clearly that
was the intent of that.

With respect to carrying on for hours and hours I merely use
that as an indication to try to convey to the House the situation
that one would do almost anything to avoid this. One would
make sure that the language was understood. One would make
sure that the captain of the vessel understood it. Whether the
time was as he said across the ocean, certainly that was not
intended. It could take anywhere from one hour to ten hours and
the vessel could be dead in the water while all this is going on.

The technical aspects of that were purely intended as an
illusory manner to indicate the difficulty one has in actually
using deadly force at sea.




