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Oral Questions

Mr. Mac Harb (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of 
International Trade): Mr. Speaker, with Canada-U.S. trade 
registering over $260 million a year, it is obvious that we will 
have trade disputes from time to time.

As far as Super 301 is concerned, senior Canadian officials 
have already conveyed our position on this issue to the United 
States. For now, we will continue to communicate with them in a 
positive way and we hope to reach a common solution.

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchères): Mr. Speaker, the GATT 
General Secretary and several European countries are concerned 
about the threats to the international community posed by the 
United States’ aggressive unilateral measures. What concrete 
actions does the government intend to take to prevent Canadian 
industries from bearing the brunt of the Americans’ measures 
against all their trading partners?

Mr. Mac Harb (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of 
International Trade): First of all, Mr. Speaker, the Uruguay 
Round to be signed by April 15 will resolve many of the 
difficulties encountered from time to time. We hope that the 
international community will find ways to settle all trade 
disputes between countries in a positive fashion, by keeping the 
lines of communication open, encouraging dialogue and avoid
ing controversy between the United States, Japan and the other 
countries.

very disparate group. The chair is perfectly entitled to express 
his own perspective on issues of the day.

For my own part I have already responded to that suggestion. I 
do not happen to agree with him, but I think the justice 
committee is just the place where that kind of discussion should 
occur. I am sure the justice committee is going to have all 
manner of controversial matters to deal with in the years to come 
and I look forward to that kind of discussion.

Mr. Jack Ramsay (Crowfoot): Mr. Speaker, yesterday the 
president of the Canadian Police Association, Neal Jessop, 
called for the removal of the chairman of the justice committee. 
Mr. Jessop said that his association could not work with the 
present chair, that he was out of step with public opinion and that 
he was an embarrassment to the government.

In the interest of swift and co-operative action on judicial 
reform, will the minister recommend to the Prime Minister that 
the chairman of the justice committee be replaced as soon as 
possible?

The Speaker: The hon. minister may wish to answer that 
question even though it does not deal directly with his responsi
bilities.

• (1140)

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney Gener
al of Canada): Mr. Speaker, may I take the opportunity to say to 
the hon. member and to the House that in so far as I am 
concerned the chair of the committee has my full confidence. If 
controversial positions or views were to disqualify us from 
holding positions many members would not be in the House.

As I said earlier, the fact of the matter is that the chair of that 
committee is entitled to express his view. He has done that and I 
see nothing out of order with that. He has my every confidence 
and I am sure he will stay on as chair of the committee.

[English]

PUBLISHING INDUSTRY

Mr. Bob Wood (Nipissing): Mr. Speaker, I have a question 
for the Minister of Industry.

I would like to know what kind of support the government is 
giving to the publishing industry in Canada. Would the minister 
also give his impression of this particular support?

Hon. Michel Dupuy (Minister of Canadian Heritage): Mr.
Speaker, I thank the hon. member for his question. The govern
ment considers that the publishing industry is a vital sector of 
the Canadian economy. I would add that I am also convinced the 
strong culture or strong identity of Canada could not do without 
a strong publishing industry.

This is why the Canadian publishing industry receives over 
$120 million in government assistance every year or 5 per cent 
of the entire value of the industry.

[Translation]

TRADE

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchères): Mr. Speaker, the 
United States recently revived its trade “atomic bomb’’, its 
“Super 301”. This measure, quite incompatible with the spirit 
and content of GATT and NAFTA regulations, is aimed at 
penalizing countries found guilty of trade practices deemed 
unfair by the United States. A list of such countries will appear 
in a few days in the National Trade Estimates Report, and 
Canada should be on it.

Under the circumstances, my question is for the Minister of 
Finance. Given the number of unresolved trade disputes be
tween Canada and the United States, does the minister not think 
that the United States could use Super 301 against Canada, as it 
did in 1990 against Canadian beer?

BOARD OF REFEREES

Mr. Jim Gouk (Kootenay West—Revelstoke): Mr. Speaker, 
on March 11, I raised a question with the Minister of Human 
Resources Development regarding the Board of Referees in my 
riding, the failure of his office to deal with our inquiries and an


