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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Thursday, February 17, 1977

The House met at 2 p.m.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[English]
HEALTH

PROPOSED COMMITTEE STUDY OF DANGERS OF ARSENIC
CONTAMINATION—MOTION UNDER S.0. 43

Mr. Edward Broadbent (Oshawa-Whitby): Mr. Speaker, 1
rise under the provisions of Standing Order 43. In view of the
clear medical danger arising out of exposure to arsenic, and in
view of the recent revelations of elevated arsenic levels in
Cobalt, Red Lake, Moira Lake and Gloucester township in
addition to the previously publicized Yellowknife levels, and in
light of the failure of the government to establish safe stand-
ards for arsenic exposure despite its having knowledge of the
dangers for over two years, I move, seconded by the hon.
member for Winnipeg North Centre (Mr. Knowles):

That this House empowers the Standing Committee on Health, Welfare and

Social Affairs to conduct an investigation into the dangers of arsenic contamina-
tion and the adequacy of existing standards and efforts to deal with the problem.

Mr. Speaker: Pursuant to Standing Order 43, this motion
can be presented to the House only with its unanimous con-
sent. Is there unanimous consent?

Some hon. Members: Agreed.

Some hon. Members: No.

LABOUR CONDITIONS

SUGGESTED IMPLEMENTATION OF HALL RECOMMENDATIONS
ON RAILWAY PENSIONS—MOTION UNDER S.0. 43

Mr. Stanley Knowles (Winnipeg North Centre): Mr. Speak-
er, in light of the urgency of this matter I ask leave to present
a motion under the provisions of Standing Order 43. I there-
fore move, seconded by the hon. member for Nanaimo-Cowi-
chan-The Islands (Mr. Douglas):

That this House urges the government to take immediate steps to achieve the
implementation of the recommendations made in the report of Dr. Noel Hall on
Canadian railway pension plans, dated in September, 1976 and published in
January, 1977, particularly the recommendation that all railway pensions be
indexed in accordance with the rise in the cost of living, and that special
consideration be given to the case of all older railway retirees without delay.

Mr. Speaker: Under the provisions of Standing Order 43
unanimous consent of the House is required for the presenta-
tion of such a motion. Is there unanimous consent?

Some hon. Members: Agreed.

Some hon. Members: No.

[Translation)
RESEARCH

REQUEST FOR INCREASED GRANTS—MOTION UNDER S.0. 43

Mr. Eudore Allard (Rimouski): Mr. Speaker, under the
provisions of Standing Order 43, I ask for the unanimous
consent of the House to move a motion dealing with an
important matter of pressing and urgent necessity.

Since Canadian researchers are now in a distressing situa-
tion because of the government restriction program and the
freeze on funds for scientific research and as the federal
government policy on that matter has been disastrous so far
and that scientific research is, in scope and in nature, the best
long term investment, I move, seconded by the hon. member
for Bellechasse (Mr. Lambert):

That the House call upon the federal government to take immediate necessary
action so that all agencies concerned, including the National Science Council of
Canada, the National Research Council of Canada and the Medical Research
Council may benefit from the assistance which is needed by all Canadian
researchers to further their scientific work for the betterment of man’s condition.

Mr. Speaker: Order. The House has heard the motion of the
hon. member. Under the provisions of Standing Order 43, this
motion requires the unanimous consent of the House. Is there
unanimous consent?

Some hon. Members: Agreed.
Some hon. Members: No.

Mr. Speaker: There is not unanimous consent; the motion
therefore cannot be put.



