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and Mail and see what this i amous caluxnnist
has ta say on the subject. He is warmnly
mn favour ai a plebiscite.

Now I wish ta say samething about the
preference I have in a persanal way for
the Canadian red ensign. I do flot wish
there ta be any doubt ini this chamber as
ta where I stand. I propose ta vote for
the referendumn because I consider that the
fair way ta deal with the matter bei are
us la ta, refer it ta the people ai Canada
for settlement. But as far as my personal
opinion is concerned, I stand faursquare for
the Canadian red ensign.

I have had much carrespandence an this
subi ect. I have talked with many people,
especially ta people in miy owfl caistitiiercy.
I suppose I have contacted 500 people, and
s0 far ail ai themn iavour the retentian ai
the Canadian red ensign with the exception
ai two, and only one ai those iavoured the
design now being put forward by the Prime
Minister. I have advanced my own views and
they have met with appraval. As a matter ai
fact I have received a telegramn fram a prom-
mnent member ai the Liberal party, a resident
ai Fredericton-an officiai, I believe, ai the
Liberal association in the canstituency ai the
hon. member wha represents York-Sunbury
in this chamber. Apart from. his palitical views
he is an outstanding man who has won
honours for gaflantry in action, including the
Distinguished Flying Cross as a pathfinder
pilot in world war IL Here ia what he says:

New Brunswick command of the Canadian
Legion sidly in favaur of retataing the red en-
aigri as Canada's national fiag.

Some hon. members have argued ta this
chamber that new Canadians favaur the
so-called Pearsan design. 1 do not; believe they
do, at any rate ta the extent they have been
represented as daing. We have new Canadians
in this house. I wish ta quate what one af
them said about the flag long bei are this
controversy was injected itta parliament by
resolution. The words are ta be found at page
382 of Hansard for May 28, 1963. This is
what this han. member had ta say, and I will
identiiy him ta a few minutes:

I was ane of the more fortunate anes wha suc-
ceedcd in emigrating ta anather country, in mny
case ta Canada, and I wcli recail stepptag an
Canadian safi and being able ta sec far the first
time the Canadian flag whlch staad for principles
quite cantrary ta those cxperienced under tic fiag
of thic hammer and sickie. I was also awarc of
the tact that under this Canadian flag thausands
af Canadians had fought and given their ]ives ta
preserve freedani and demacracy as we know
thein taday, all symbalized ta thc Canadian fiag.

Canadian Flag
Later on he said:
I ar n ot the oniy one who is concerned wlth

this issue af the fiag. Many new Canadians wiUl
also be concerned with the question of a new
distinctive Canadian flag, since ail of them at one
time or another llved under another fiag. Un-
doubtedly, the question will arise in their minds
as to whether this new flag wiil be one which
will stand for the saine high principles, the saine
rights and privileges that have been afforded to,
Canadians af whatever race, creed or colour, as
those which were available under the aid fiag, a
flag under which Canada grew to the position of
high csteem in which she is heid by ail the coun-
tries of the worid. As a resuit of this national issue
befare us, ail Canadians wili search their hearts
and souls in an attempt to find the right answer
ta the question af whether or flot Canada should
have a distinctive Canadian flag or retain the rcd
ensign. An answer miust be found and a decision
must be made.

As I said at the outsct, perhaps I shouid have
been the last man ta speak about the Canadian
fiag. My purpase in speaking, howevcr, is only ta
enumerate the high principles for which Canada
stands now, and for which she stood in the past,
ail symbalized in aur Canadian flag. Haowever,
shauld the time ever camne when this hause de-
cides ta adopt a new Canadian flag then, as one
wha believes in democratic majarity mile, I wouid
accept this decision and swear my ioyaity ta,
Canada under this new. distinctive Canadian flag
af whatever design. At the saine time, however,
1 should like ta be araund when the aid flag, the
red ensign, which ta, me is the free fiag, is lowcred
for the iast time. I shauid ike ta pay my iast
tribute ta it, ta tauch It for the st tinie and
then wipe away a tear ar twa because oi my
affection for the aid Canadian flag, the aniy free
flag I ever knew In mny 111e and the iiag by which
Canada is knawn ail aver the warld.

Borne hon. Members: Hear, hear.

Mr. Flemming (Victoria- Carleton): Those
were the words of my han. friend for
Humboldt-Melfort-Tisdale (Mr. Rapp). May I
add that it must be a matter af great en-
couragement ta new Canadians when they
corne to a country like Canada and read af
the career ai our han. friend who represents
that constituency. It shows that an immigrant
boy has been chosen after something like 30
years ta represent the people of his canstit-
uency ini the highest parliament in the land.
It is privileges ai that kind which are con-
tained in the things for which the flag stands.
We in this house have every reason ta think
that the hon. member ta xvhom I refer, the
hon. member for Humboldt-Melfort-Tisdale,
speaks for and represents the views ai the
new Canadians; we have no reason ta think
otherwise.

Since the Prime Minister is sensitive about
election commitments 1 assume that he would
consider them fulfilled when he presented his.
design ta parliament. He said that he was
under an obligation ta present a design ta par-


