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of the diversity of production and certainly
a reminder to me that the problems of the
farmer are not all concentrated among one
group of producers.

In greeting you, Mr. Speaker, let me say
how pleased we all are to see you again in
the chair ready to resume your duties. We
know that you will preside over this house
with the same tact, courtesy and patience
that you have shown in the past.

(Translation):

Mr. Speaker, I would certainly be remiss in
my duty at this time if I did not try to say—
however haltingly—a few words to this house
in our other official language, especially as
Provencher has been to a very large extent
enriched by French contributions in the
cultural, social or economic fields.

I sincerely hope that soon I will no longer
have to resort to the system of interpretation
newly set up in the house.

(Text):

May I be permitted to add my voice to
that of those who have spoken of the passing
of two of our colleagues in this house, Mr.
Yacula and Mr. Lockyer. Although I have
been a member of this house but a short time,
I have experienced the comradeship and good
fellowship that is as much a part of our
parliamentary tradition as are the debates
that take place in this chamber and it was
with profound regret that I learned of their
passing.

In the short time that I had to become
acquainted with Mr. Lockyer, I was im-
pressed with his warm friendliness, and his
ability to make anyone feel at ease. Mr.
Yacula represented a constituency that ad-
joins mine and I knew him somewhat more
intimately. This quiet person caught the
imagination of the people of Springfield with
his capacity for work and his ability to shrug
off adversity. My sincerest sympathy goes out
to the members of their families, their
relatives and friends.

I would be remiss if I did not at this time
comment on our Prime Minister’s most suc-
cessful around-the-world trip. In this atomic
age our world becomes ever smaller and
nations which were once thought of as far-off
foreign lands are today our close neighbours.
Journalists throughout the world tour her-
alded our Prime Minister’s visit to their
lands as outstanding good neighbour policy.
We can only express our heartfelt thanks for
a job well done, for from the mother of par-
liaments even to the gates of India the Prime
Minister made the maple leaf shine ever
brighter among the nations of the world.

No one can view with passive interest the
efforts of the government to increase total
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trade. Those of us from the west, and par-
ticularly those members representing agricul-
tural constituencies, have a vital interest in
the expansion of our trading frontiers, not
only to dispose of existing productive capacity
but to develop markets for the increase in
production that will follow as a result of
improved technology and science.

It was with great pleasure, therefore, that
we watched the significant developments that
took place during the commonwealth con-
ference held last fall in Montreal. Surely
there can be no doubt in anyone’s mind that
if trade is to be limited to nations which
have comparable standards of living there
can be no hope for those countries which have
been deprived of the bounties of providence.
In the interest of world peace, to say nothing
of social justice, we have a responsibility to
the underdeveloped areas of the world to give
aid, both economic and technical, to narrow
the gulf that exists between their living
standards and ours. To achieve this goal the
Prime Minister has taken a leading role, not
only through his efforts in convening the con-
ference itself, but by increasing aid to those
countries through the Colombo plan, and now
by extending the purpose and facilities of the
Exports Credit Insurance Corporation.

Fundamental to the problem of the western
farmer has been the wheat surplus. We are
indeed gratified by the 15 per cent increase
in wheat sales abroad during the past crop
year and are encouraged by the prospect that
these levels can be maintained during the
present crop year. I am sure hon. members
will agree that hard work and determina-
tion on the part of the Minister of Trade and
Commerce (Mr. Churchill) are in no small
measure responsible for the success of our
sales abroad.

Since the house last met the grain growers
of western Canada have harvested a relatively
good crop. In July it was anticipated that
feed supplies for livestock might be in
extremely short supply and persons who
should have been in a good position to judge
went so far as to suggest that the west was
likely to harvest only half a crop. The fact
that the crop came through is, of course,
vitally important because of the income that
will flow to our farmers and the provision
of essential feed. Scarcely less important,
however, is the light it throws on the trends
in agriculture. It seems to me that we can
expect less variability of yield in western
grain production because the crop can now
withstand drought to a degree that was not
considered possible in the pre-war period.

I do recall the many statements that were
made at that time with respect to the expected



