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Mr. PERCY G. DAVIES (Athabaska)
(Translation): Mr. Speaker, I feel that it

is an honour for nie f0 move that this house
approves of the speech from the throne. I
ar n ft woll versed in the French tongue; how-
ex er, as a large nunibet' of French Canadians
reside in my constituency, it is through defer-
ence for them that I wish f0 express these few
words in their lang-uage.

Under ordinary circumnstances and in ordinary
f imes, Mr. Speaker, the ploasant task which
lias fallen f0 my lot to-day is one which would
cause me no concern. Under existing con-
ditions, 1 must confess that 1 arn beset with
many misgivings as I proceed f0 move that
an humble address be presented f0, Ris Ex-
ccllency thanking him for bis gracious mes-
sage. Theso misgivings do Dot arise, I assure
y'ou, tbrouglh any lack of confidence in those
who happen to bc entrustcd during tbcse try-
ing times with the management of the affairs
of this country; rather is this consideration a
source of fortification. But thcy do arise by
reason of my knowledge of t he fact fhat the
number of clays 1 have spent in this chamber
,arc few, and f0 flic saine oxtent lias been the
period of nîy active association with the public
life of this country.

As a newcomcr f0 parliament bill, and as
a studcnt of Cafladian history, nlot the lcast
impressivo siglît f0 me upon my arrivaI Was
the efforts thaf have been made by this
chamber f0 perpetuate the names of several
of its former members who were very closely
identifiod witî fthe progress of fhis country.
1 refer f0 the monuments which are f0 ho
found outside fbis building and on which will
be found inscribed fhe Dames of Macdonald,
Brown, B3aldwin, Lafontaine, Cartier, Laurier
and others. Posterity hias bren happy f0
confer upoil these mon this fribute, not be-
cause of their association with any particular
party, but raflior, it seems f0 me, because of
the extent f0 wvbich they have been idefltifled
with the progress of this country. I tbink,
thereforc. that these monumental tributes
inust, as we assemble bere to-day, particularly
liaving regard to the preserit criais through.
wbich the world is passing, serve f0, remind us
of the opporf unifies that exist to-day for
public service-for public service as distinct
from party service. If tbis be Dot true,' thon
the oDlv result following must be , in lot a
few cases. that tbe unfortunate position in
which many of our fellow countrymen find
themselves in wvill ho capitalized by some for
narrow party purposes. Is if not even more
true to-day than in the century precoding,
whirb gav e risc f0 the saying, thaf lie serves
his party besf wvho serves bis country best.

[AIr. McIlintosh.]

It will not ho my purpose to-daytf0examifle
to ýany great extent in detail the address pro-
scrnted to bofh bouses by His Excellency. A
perusal of that address, together with tbe
implications fbat follow, leads me f0 express
the opinion tbat this session is perha.ps des-
tined f0 ho one of ftho most momentous in
the history of tbis country, witlî the exception,
possibly, only of thcse deliberations whicb led
f0 tbe establishment of confedlerat ion and the
bappy unification of the two great races upon
whicli if xxas founded. I do, bowever, crave
your beave f0 refer in some measure cf detail
to tbose mattors; wbicb most concern those
wbonî I have the honour f0 represont.

Atbhaâska constituency is populated by îap-
proximately 55,000 people. This population is
almosf entirely engaged in farming, and in
respect fo thoso wbo are nt aet ively engaged
in farining, if may ho said at any rate that
tlîey are entirely dependent upon tbe pros-
perity of agriculture for their own livelibood.
It would be Do exaggeraticni t0 sy fliat it is
a most cosmopolifan constifurncy in that
amongst ifs population are to ho found in
practica! ly equal numbers representatives of
the tîre great races wvbieh preponderafe in
tb is couinti-y-lnglish-s;peaking Canadians,
Froncb-speakiflg Canadians anld those of
Ikrainian enigin, wbo are nowv more com-
nmonly called our Newv Canadians. It bas Dot
infrequently occurred f0 me thaf perbaps oDe
of the tragedies of tbis dopression so far as
Canada is conccrnoed, in so far as extremismn
and radicalism. can be said f0 bave been as-
Sociated witb if, bias been the extent f0 which
those of cur set tIers of foreign birth have heen
misrcprosented and misundersfood by a large
proportion of fbe population of this country,
largely by reason of the fart tlîat sucb people
bave flot corne in ccntacf witb these sefflers.
Too offen to-day it is forgotten that these
settlers of foreign birtb camne f0 Canada -af the
invitation of the goveroment, af the invitation
of our- railways and steamship ccmpanies, fit
the invitation of colonization associations.
Tbey were told that bore a welcome awaitod
tbem ; that 160 acres of ]and was free for the
asking, and thaf an easy living could be
earned. It is perhaps umfortunate that once
tliey arrived littlc interest xvas taken in fhom,
and so to-day, when boere and there among
iheir nurnibers a-ppears one of e,:tromist views,

atendency f0 discredit all people of thaf
racial origin is cornmon.

To-day, therefore, witb respect f0 immigra-
tion laws and other matters, I ask for theso
settlers of foreign birtb a continuation of that
sympatby and considcration f0 wlîich tbey are
entitled in view of the conditions under which


