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fliat day. composeti of mcae wliom wve stili
deliglit to cail the fafliers of confederatioîî.
put inito the conîstitutionî prisiciples aîid re-
gulations for the protection of the miiiority'
in ifs religion, but not in ifs language. Sir.
1 liai-e to say this only to nîy fellow%%-counitry-
meni. 1 know very well wliat will be saiti
to-imorrow in the province of Queliec. I an-
ticipate the language wlîicli 1 shail heur iii
,a few days-that I have gonie back upon
my race. 1 have heard thiat before, anti 1
ain prepared to hear it again.

I have doue the best I cou]d in order to
give to the minority iu those Terrifories the
rights to whicîi tliey are entifleti under the
constitution and mny tirst words to îny fellow
counftrymen in Quebec will be, if they con-
tinue ii mue thaf confidence which my lion.
frienil saiti to-day they h-ad ln me, 1 will tell
thein thjat ullol tis occasion as on ail oc-
casionis 1 liave t'tood for tlîeir Protectîo!l !Il
the riglits givel to tliem by flie constitution.
But, Sir, I dut! nothiug iii the constitution
for the protection of fthe riglifs of tie Frencli
laîîguage. it is a riglit whichi tlîey i,însf
exvercise like everybody else andi if they be-
corne strong they shalh be respecteti andi they
shall have their langunge respeeteci bu t niot
if they are a iiiiuîority. as they are f0 day,
for I uiilerstauid ihere are only fwo mnt-
bers of the Frenich r:ce lu the' legislature of
ftic Tetritories out 0f tîventy-tive. îîot a
word of Freneh is ever hicard iii the' courts
of hlw because 1 ilin hîappy f0 say the
Frenchi do îlot go to tute courts of haw and
do not require to use fl!ir luLugnage t!iere.
On what priinciple or wlhat lanigucage can
if lie saidthaint the Frenîch people in the
N1orthwest Territories have a riglit to the'
privilege of having fliaf language implanteti
in tht constitution. that tijeir language îhah]
bce tiiere for ever. My hon. fricuti froni
Montinagnv ()Ir. Armandi Lavergue) tilis
affcruîooîî asked a question as to whether
parliamient had flot the riglit f0 implanît the
French laniguage in flic ncw province. Sir;
I aniswer f0 mv hon. frienti thaf 1 do not
recognize that parliament has fliaf rig-lit f0
implant flic Frenchi language lu those new
Territories. Parliasueit may have the
Power f0 do so. but I dcny that it lias the
riglit. Parliameiit lias the power to do
everYthing, but I deprecate the day wlien
the Frenchi people 0f thîs country shall ask
parlianieuf to anyfhing that they have t'e
power f0 do if tlicy have flot at the
sanie tiîaie flic riglit to (Io it. These are the
rcasoîis for wliich I ask fliaf this motion
shal siof be graîîfed. Tiiese are the reasons
why 1 say iu flic presekice of friends andi
focs. luic leeariîîg 0f flic people in ail parts
of Canada andt espccially ia the province of
Qucbec, that if Ive should grant this motion
we would lie granfing fthc worst mneasure
tliat couli lic granfeti for the protection even
Of flic very people wlion if intentis to serve.

Mr. BOURASSA. I neeti nof say thaf flic
Prime Minister has made a case upon thîs
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question wliicli goes far bcyond iii convitîc-
iîîg power the one mnate this afternoon by
flic Sollicitor geacral. Hlowcvcr, one wlio is
ajixious of giving on this question a con-
scientlous vote înay feel very muicl embar-
rasseti. wlicii coîiig f0 consider flic hasis
of riglit upoui wivicl this legislation is liased,
to tinti out flînt ouf of our four members of
flic govcrnîîîent, tliree ineniers of flic
cabinet anîd flic Solicitor Geimeral, there lias
been comlupefe disagrecaiet betwcen lîeuî
ail as f0 flic basis of riglit of this legis-
lafion. On flic 2ad oif May flic M-,iniser of
Inlanti Revenue matie a full andti f my nîlsîti
a convincing argument fliaf one 0f ftic
sfrongesf i-casons why this parliament
shionît secure separafe schools f0 the minor-
lfy in Uic Northwcst was fliat those separate
schools hati been promisedto fthli delegates
of Ruperf's Landtinl 1870 by flic federal
governmcîît. He quofedtheUi documents, lie
gave' flic evidence anti lic atidedti ese
words

So, Mr. Speaker, tiiere was a ilormal agree-
ment, a formai, compact by which these rights
and privileges should continue te be exercised
by the Protestants and Cathehics or the North-
n'est. There is no doubt about that. And
now that we are callied upon te give autonomay
te the Northwesf Territories, some elements in
this country would have the goverament and
parliament not carry eut the promise which
was made te the uninority by the imperial gev-
ernment, by the Canadian government and by
Lord Strathcona. Sir, the government ef this
country wilil flot commit such an injustice ;they
will not go back on the promise which was
made in 1869-70. The government ef this coun-
try will give the *minority their rights which
were guaranteed Ito themn by the promise theu
made, the rights which they enjoy under tho
colisti tution.

Anti those words w'crc applieti by flic Min-
ister of Inlanti Revenue f0 prove thaf article
7 of flic Bill of Riglifs consfifuteti a solemu
pletige upon flic conscience of this parlia-
nient. If article 7 is covere in luflaf agree-
mient liow is if now thaf wc arc fol-i tiiere
is no sucli pletige, fliat flicre 15 11o such
agreement. thaf fliaf Bill of Riglifs matant
iiofhing as far as flic preservaf ion 0f ftic
language of flie inurify is concerniet. Lt
is eiliher one or flic other, cither flic Bill 0f
Riglifs meant somefhing andti len Uic wliolc
Bill 0f Riglifs meauf somcfhing. eiflier
clause 7 covering scparafe sehools was
guaranfeed by this parliamefif or nof. We
have been tolti ly flic Minister of Inlauti
Revenue. anîd if lias been intimafed by flic
Mînister of Justice on flic 2nd of May wlien
lie quoteti one of flic despatches of Lord
Granville witli rcferencc fo flic samne agi-

.fafion, wlfh reference fo flic samne stipula-
tion anti agreement, fiaf flic beginniig of
flic engagemenf faken by flis parliamnu
was flic pletige given by flic governirfeiit of
Canada rat ifleti hy the parliainenf of Can-
ada f0 those very delegafes oif Rnperf's Landi
wlîo flhc riglif hon, gentleman says now hati
no riglit f0 sfipfllate witi hflese persons.
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