
[COMMONS]

membiter for West Toronto (Mr. Denison). Like the
hon. member for South Oxford (Sir Richard Cari-
wright I lappen tc le a lavynan. and inidiscussing
tiese matters I take advantage of the advice of the
hon. mebti- fori West Toronto and otier military
miien wlo happen to be iii the House. I can tell that
hon. gentleman that, in so far as I have been able
to collect opinions the coisensus of opinion of
those whoa have followed the progress and develop-
ment of our force froim vear to year, is that we
slhould have annual drill for the whole force,
whatever that force may be. hie hon. gentleman
ha spoken of the expensive staff. Ever since I
have been Minister I have viewed the natter from
the saine standpoint as lie views it, and, following
that couise I have reduced the expenses of the staff
by upwa-.s of 1-Sl1,00) per anînum. I cousider it is
not necessary to have an expensive staff; but when
the lion. genteman speaks of the greatest portion
of the moey voted going to the staff, I am unable
to agree witlh imîj.

Mr. UENISON. I neant the permanent schools
and all.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. I do not call the per-
mnent schools part of the staff. I call the
permanent schools training schools, which permit
our otticers to qualify by receiving certificates to
obtain commissions. I consider that for the
amoulnt of monev we have expended on the force,
Canada eau be pr-oud indeed of the force as it now
stuids. I should like to have more days' drill than
we have at present, but I believe that, if w-e have
twelve days' drill anuailly, w-ith the aptitude of
Canadians for military training, we wvill have a
force that will be unjequalledl for the purpose we
require it in this country, more for protection at
home than for offensive purposes

Mr. MILLS (Rothwell). It would be no use for
that purpose.

Sir A DOLPH E CARON,--but merelv as the lion.
miiemîber foi- South Oxford (Sir Richard Cartwright)
has inîdicated, for use in great centres where it may
be necessary at a umoient's notice to call out an
organizeml iilitary force. I consider that we have
a force that really we wouldt not have paid too
much for the service which they would Le
called uponi to render. Vhenever they have Leen
called upon they have doue their duty iii a ianner
that Canada ean be proud of, and I thinik that if
Parl-iamnent in its liberality, and my lion. friend
and colleague the Minister of Finance who is
always prepared to accede to any fair proposition,
agrees to add to the present vote for drill pu-poses,

175,k() next ear, that. would permit us to drill
the wlole force, the rural and city battalious, and
I think it wouil be an immense benefit to Canada.
These are the views I entertain, and I lelieve I un
expressing the views also of all those who have
taken an interest in the force and have looked into
the question.

Nr. DICK EY. I would like to ask the Minlister
if it wvould not be possible in Nova Scotia, wiere
the railways are owned chiefly by the Governmient,
to furnish free passes over the railways to those
going to the annual shooting coupetition. It would
not cost the .-overnmîeunt anything directly, and I
think that the House would be villing that the
(ove-î,nment railway should be put to that use, if
stieli ar-angenmenti s coûltI be made so as to prevent 1

Sir- ADOIiPHE CÀRON.

fraud and imîposition, by conftining the passes to
those going to the competition.

Sir AIDOLPHE CARON. In uniform?

Mir. DICKEY. Yes. in uniform. i think it
wouIld be a gr-eut bon)01 to the mîîei thuemselves.
It would increase the attendauce, show an interest
on the part of the (Goverînment iii tihese comîpeti-
tionis, and it woulid do a great service without
costingr the count.ry anything. I hope thut the hon.
iMinister of Militia wvill consult with the Minister
of Railways, and see if an arrau-nement of that sort
cannot be coine to.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) I have beei asked by
several of the otticers of the companies iii Priinice
Etdward Isami to urge upon the îmilitary author-
ities the absolute necessity for pe-mitting> these
rural battalions to drill ut local headtualtrlters
instead of goinig into camp. The statements made
to me were that the mueun from rural districts would
not go to camp. and that the companies, under the
present system, ai-e dwindling to ntthinîg. I am
not persoially n a position to know whether these

represeutations meet the approval of the highlier
authorities or not, but they come to me frm a
number of the captains of the several companties.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. I shall suLbmit the
matter to the Major Genîeral Commandinîg for cont-
sideration.

M-. PATTERSON (Colchester). I wish to draw
the attention of the Colnunittee for a moimenit to a
matter whieh lihas .een referred to hv the hton.
member for iuberland (Mr. Dickey), that iii
relation to militiamenu iii the Province of Nova
Scotia getting passes over the (overnment railways
to the provinicial shooting matches. Tiere appears
to be a very strange anomaly in refereice to t his
natter in connection with the militiamen of the
Province of Nova Scotia. The militiameni of the
City of Halifax can get to the Bedford shooting
range for practice, and oi all occiasionts that tlhey
appear in the railway depot in Halifax thev are
taken over the Intercolonial Railway free of charge,
for even ordinary practice, while the militiaman in
the County of Colchester, where we have some
crack shots, cannot get to the aimual match ut
Bedford without putting his hainds iii his pockets
and paying his railw<ay fare to and froui Bedford
station. That is a matter that should receive soume
atteuition. The other day I broughit the matter to
the notice of the Minister of Railw-ays, and he re-
ferred nie very coolly to the Minister of Militia,aud
there the matter seems to stand. In the meanîtime
the provincial match has goue on antd the com-
petitors from the Couities of Colchester, Cumber-
lant and Pictou have had, oi the 1sth of this mîonth,
to pay their way to the BeIfordt provincial match
and back again. It does seem a strange thing that
while that is the practice with the rural militiamen,
that the militiamuen frou the City of Halifax can
go not ony to the provincial match. but to their
ordiînary practice, free of charge. i tdo thinîk this
is a matter whtich shouli receivé some attention
fromt the Miniister of Militia.

Mr. KAULBACH. I am lquite in accord with
the remarks which were made last eveinug by the
hon. member for Muskoka (Mr-. O'rien) and
others, and I ami also in accor-d with my respected
friend from Toroto West (Mr-. Deisont) with
regard to increased drill. It is called ainual drill,
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