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of intimacy and friendship with the o0ld members of the Common-
wealth Including above“all our mother country in the Common-
wealth, the Unitgdeinngm.

All I am trying to point out now is that our actions"
at the United Nations, criticize them if you like, did not bring

about a division in the Commonwealth. Indeed I am compelled to

say that our actions and the attitude we adopted did help and
are still helping to heal the divisions which are within the
Commonwealth at this time. If we had not taken the position™
we did take on these matters at the United Nations we would not
have been in the position where we could have performed what I
think to be a constructive role by bringing not only the members
of the Commonwealth closer together again, but, and this in some
respects under the present circumstances is even more important,

by bringing the United States, the British and the French closer
together again. , : :

No Canadian at the United Nations who has to get up
and declare the policy of his government can feel anything but"
an agonizing regret when he finds himself on the other side of
an issue from the representative of the United Kingdom. Over
the years since we have had to take charge of our own foreign
affairs we have had ample reason to respect and be grateful for
the wisdom and experience of the United Kingdom at international
conferences and in international matters, and over the years we
have nearly always found ourselves in substantial agreement
with the United Kingdom. At times we have been in agreement
with the United Kingdom but not in agreement with the United
States, but on'this occasion in some of these measures before.
the United Nations and indeed in respect of the original cause
of this meeting of the United Nations we could not support 100
per cent the actions of the United Kingdom and France.

Believe me, Mr. Chairman, that-does not mean we are
weakening in any respect in our feeling of admiration, respect
and affection for the mother country of the Commonwealth. It -
was in that spirit, even when we disagreed at the United Nations,
that we tried to be as helpful and constructive as possible,
and to bring about a situation where disagreement would not be
necessary in the future; I think, Mr. Chairman, that has
happened. I am optimistic enough to believe that in so far as
co-operation within the Commonwealth and co-operation within
the Western Coalition is concerned we have gone through the
hardest of our experiences in the last two or three weeks, that
the situation is changing and that we will come closer together
again. The speech made this afternoon in the House of Commons
in London by the Forelgn Secretary of the Government of the
United Kingdom gives some indication, I believe, that this is
true. We must all devoutly hope, and I am:sure all hon. members
of this.House do hope, that it will be true. If there is any-
thing any of us can do to bring about this work of restoration
and reinvigoration within the Commonwealth and within the

Western-Coalition all of us, I know, will be very proud indeed
to do it.




