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We know also that in this age of guided missiles and supersonio
speed’ the defence of our two countries must now be considered as a atrategio
folee Both our governments have recognised this and the expression of that
seognition is in our joint and co-operative defence arrangementse

"~

_ " There has been some oriticism of those arrangements, naturally,
iy those whose aggressive designs might be checked by themy iie expeot that
nd we need not get too exoited at melicious and false reports about far flung
§id provoocative preparations for offensive war in the far northo The
mggeration of our very modest Joint defence activities in the Aretie
qto & -fort on every iceberg and an air base on every ice flow, would be
qusing, if its purpose were not se mischievouse However, there has also
wen some oritiaism in Canada of our joint defence arrangements, bz those who
we worried lest this may mean that the United States is going to "take over™
amade through peace-time occupation of bases on Canadian territory. This
ar springs from that sensitiveness which I have spoken about and iz a
atural and not unhealthy reaction of a vigorous people, proud of ita owm
§udependent position. It was answered the other day inm our House of Commons
your Minister for External Affairs when he said:

®Co=operative defensive arrangementa with a neighbouring state
2ed not of oourse be inconsistent with collective defence within the terms
if the Charter of the United Nationss Such measures are, in the present
iroumstances that confront our two countries, normal and necessary. They
ofringe no rights, inside or outside Canadag I oan assure the House on
7is pointe There is no threat to the control of our own affairs in our
nllaboration with the United States on joint defenceo The Cansdian Government
s aware of the sensitiveness of our people in this regarde The United
‘ates Government also is aware of it and respects ite It readily accepts
¢ position laid down formally by eos the two Governments a.o that all
oint defence undertakings on Canadian territory - and they are of a very
inited charaoter with very few United States persomnel involved - shall
+ under Cenadian controle" o

It should not be thought, however, that the recognition of our
sratepic importance as a North Amsriocan nation, situated in the sir map

stmeen the two most powerful super-states, the UoSoAo « U,SqSoRs, and its
“4ression in joint defence arrangements with the Uo,Sohs mean that we would

st like to extend such co-operative arrangements to cther states; indeed to
il other statess Having said that, I hope that this very modest and unofficial
iadian olive branch will not be seised on by the Taas agsncy or the Soviet
i4+dio as the apologetic opening of an open door; as & confession of sin and

t lea for forgivenesse It merely means that we in Canada have never thought
3! our co-operative defence arrangements with the UgSeho as anything for whioch
¢ need apologize to anybody, or as either exclusive or aggressivee

_ Abvove all, we do not oonsider our closer go-operation with the
iited States as weakening in any way our intimate association with the nations
{' the Sritish Commonwealthe That assoociation is today based on no written
reements or treaties of any kinde It is based on & community of political
fid social ideals; on an adherence to a common dootrine of decency and liberty
§:¢ tolerance in humn behaviour and social organisation, Canada, now a free
“tlon and I think a great country of the future, oherishes her position in

¢ 12t association, not because it is narrow, threateaning, exolusive, but, on

~* 178 contrary, beoause it is oomposed of peoples who, with those of the United
'2tes, can show the way to the only ultimate solution for the problem of

“ice and war, a Cormonwealth of all nations.

Co-operation between the British Commonwealth and the U.SoAe =
‘;’"gh of first importance - is, however, got enough, to ensure the defenoce
- those values which are worth dofending - even unto ware There should be
“llective strategy, and colleotive defence preparations on the part of all
"t demooratio freedom=loving statese There should aleo be oolleotive

Ulitical defence against aggression on the widest possible basise
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