
RR«E STATOE 0P THE INERNATIONL CRIMINAL COURT

PRAMBILE

The States Parties to this Statute,

Consjgjus that ail peoples are united by conuion bonda, their cultures
pieced togetiier in a ahared heritage, and concerned that this delicate mosaac
ay be shattered atany tiste,

Midu that during this century millions of children, womien and men have
been victime of unimagnable atrocities that deeply shock the conscience of
uminity,

iiccxnaziaa that such grave crime tiireaten the peson, security ard
well-being of the. vorld,

~jjgthat the mont serlous crimes of concern to the international
couuunity as a Wiiole muet flot go umpunished and that their effective
prosecution muet be misured by taking measures at tii. national level and by
enhancing international cooperation,

Deteuinam to, put an end te impunity for the. perpetrators of thea. crimes
and thus ta contruhute to the. prevention of sucii crimes,

Recali that it is the. duty of every State to exercise ita crimineal
juriadiction over tiiose responaible for international crimes,

ReuEUJim the. Purpoaes and Principles of the* Charter of the
United Nations, and in particular that ail States aah refrain f rom the
tiireat or use of force against the territorial int.grity or political
independence of eny 8tate, or in any otiier menner inconsistant with the
Purposes of the United Nations,

BEaaanizinc in this coninection that nothing in thia Statut. shalh ha
taken as autiiorizing any State Party ta intervene in an armed conflict or in
the. internai affaira of any Stat,

peemn ta tii... ends and for the. sake of presant and future
generations, to establisii an independant permanent International Criminel
Court in r.lationship witii the. United Nations system, witii jurisdiction over
the mont serious crimes of concern to the. international community au a wiiole,


