
PUSS LAURA BEATTIE C'eB-10, 
_ 

Op  CANAt) e‘ 

INFORMATION DIVISION 

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

OTTAWA - CANADA 

Vol. 5 No. 10 January 13, 1950 
INDEX TC INSIDE PAGES 

Reserves of U.S. Liallars $1, 117,000,000 	2 
Employnient at Record 	  2 
Notes to Hungary, Roumania 	  3 
To Board of Grain Commission ers 	  3 

•	 Fisheries Research Chairman 	 3 
Alaskà'Highway Defence Exercises 	  4 
Hydro-Electric PrOgress, 1949 	  5 

Jean Monnet to Open Fair 	  5 
North Atlantic  Treaty Organization 	 5 
Industrial Employment     6 
19 49 Farm Income $2, 409 ., 16 5,000 	  6 

•	  Change Army's Age Limit 	 6 
Seelc Settlements of Claims 	  
10-Month Import Total $2, 3)8, 2)0,000 	 7 

WEEK'S EVENTS IN REVIEW 

CON STI TUTIONAL ,CONFERENCE  The Federal-
Provincial Ganference on constitutional amend-
ments opened in Ottawa on the morriing of 
January 10, when the Prime Minister, Mr. St. 
Laurent, speaking in both French and English, 
welcomed the Premiers of the 10 Provinces and 
included a special rd :of greeting to Premier 
Emallwoo-d cif' the hew Province crfNewf6undlând. 

• In his veelcomihg address, Mr. St. Laurent 
was quoted as saying: "We cannot afford to 
permit differences to frustrate the continued 
development in a desirable direction of the 
nation as a whole." 
• Preliminary statements were made by the 
Provincial Premiers, and, in the course of the 
opening day's discussions,. the Prime Minister 
•indicated that the whole question of constitu-
tional amendnient was thrown open to thé Con-
ference, and in particular that it would be 
possible to revise the recent amendment to the 
British North America Act which gave the 
federal Parliaibent power to amend the Act in 
relatioh to federal matters. 

At the conclusion of the second day's sit-
ing, January 11, the progressof the Conference 
was summed up by J.A. Hume, in the Ottawa 

eCitizen, as follows: 
Considerable solid progress was made at the 

second day éf the Federal-Provincial Constitu-
tional Conference. 

The tone of the general clarifying discus-
sion and the whae atmosphere of the Ganference 
continued to be of the friendliest nature. 
Where divergent views were voiced,• always it 
was done with politeness and deference. Con-
structive co-operation was maintained through-
out as the dominant, note of the day's pro-
ceedings. 

Prime Minister St. Laurent, *just before 
adjournment overnight was taken at 5:.30 p.m., 
summed up the general agreement that had been 
expressed thus far as to six subjects to be 
"entrenched" in the constitution to the extent 
that no future changes therein couldbe affect-
ed without unanimous consent of the ten Pro-
vinces. 

These subjects Mr. St. Laurent listed as 
follows: language, education and separate 
schools, solemnization of marriage, adminis-
tration of justice, proper representation in 
both the House of Gammons and the Senate, and 
the life of Parliament to be for five years 
with a proviso for extension only in an emer-
gency of real  or  apprehended war. 

The Conference named  Justice Minister Stuart 
Gerson  and the  ten provincial Attorneys-General 
as a committee to put in draft form the gen-
erally expressed agreement of the Conference 
as to dividing the constitution into four or 
five main parts for purposes of amendment in 
future. 
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