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al
g Interview with Marshall McLuhan

ï ýtarsliall McLuhian, the Canadian-born
t tliholar and author widely acclaimed for
e !lis works on the influence and effects of
t 'Ommunicatîons on society, was the oni-
) l Canadian delegate to the UNESCO
5 International Commission on the Study
f f Communications Problems.

Il Athougi lie witlidrew because of
il tler commitments before the commis-

lio)n began its first meeting last December
is lad lias since been replaced by Betty
I ýinu:erman of the CBC (see Canada
t4 ekly, dated July 5, 1978), lie did
e~ lttead a week-long preparatory session in
'e ?aris witli the other 15 commissioners.

>~The author of Understanding Media,
" he Gutenberg Galaxy, and WarandPeace
ý the Global Village says the Third World
lil-erns anxious to adopt the discarded

e lineteenth-century communications tecli-
le 10logy of the First World.
i' By doiag so, lie warns, tliey are joining
Y :he super-cliarged pace of the electroni
15 Ige that is overwhelming the rest of the
a l-cal1ed developed world.
îft "Every decade, our society is changing
S. rStter than it used to in a liundred years,"

lel says, and notes the ironic fact that
a5 %hle the West is losing its ability to read
C lad Write through the influence of radio
is ld television, the Third World is still
4t *tuggling to attain Iiteracy for large nitr-
1. 'er of its peoples.

Thse wianer of Canada's Governor-
ft ý1 neral's award for critical prose wiso lias
ic l1C) been namned a Companion of the
3 )t der of Canada said that electronic tecli-
c' 1Qlo0gy - telephone, telegrapli, radio and
of ýlevision - lias speeded up communica-
~# ý!Qas to sucli a point that an acoustic pat-

h'lmT lias developed among those influ-
ýIf tced by it.
pi lie explained some of lis comnunica-

il, toas theories in termns of recent scientific
liscoveries about the hemispheres of the
1 lia brain which influence specific
"Iman1fl perceptions. He suggests that most

IP uIrd World oral cultures tend to be do-
Of %)tated by the riglit side of the brain,
e4 ýlicls largely controls the auditory funce-
C5%' Oas, wisile the developed countries have
ir eaided to be dominate by the left side,
15' 'hicis is visually-oriented.

l ie refers to a large cliart showing the
gt , rIlieres of tise brain with lis 110W-

%G~~'lus "hot" and "cool" designations
IlO tise perceptual functions they control.

Professor McLuhian says the disturbing
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trend towards a communications colision
between the developed and developing
world lias led to alienation; the Third
World is losing its group identity while
the First World'is losmng its sense of order.

The originator of the 110W famous
phrase "the medium is the message" says
"We must pull the plug and slow down
because we don' have long to go at these
speeds."

Head of the University of Toronto
Commiunications and Technology Centre,
lie says we are "mad" to use our elec-

African visîtors to Ottawa

President of the Republic of Mali and
Chairman of the " Organisation de mise
en valeur du fleuve Sénégal" (the Organ-
ization for the Development of the Sene-
gal River), Colonel Moussa Traore; Presi-
dent of the Republic of Senegal Léopold
Sedar Senghior, and Minister of Planning
and Mines of Mauritania and representa-
tive of the President of Mauritania, Mo-
hammed El Mocktar Ould Samel, were in
Ottawa November 1 and 2.

They discussed witli Prime Minister
Trudeau international co-operative efforts
to rehabilitate the Sahelian region, parti-
cularly the integrated development pro-
gram for the Senegal River basin which is
to enter its implementation phase at the
end of this year. The Canadian Govern-
ment is already participating in a number
of developinent assistance operations in
the countries of the Sahel region.
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tronic technology for information, and
that improved aews exchange between
South and North is futile. Radio and tele-
vision have changed our perceptions of
reality. "All news is fantasy at the speed
of liglt," lie says.

He also asked a rhetorical question
about whether brief electronic images
conveying news is better than no ri~w at
ail. He admitted lie does' have an
answer.

(The foregoing item is reprinted from
Developinent Directions, October 1978.)

PM pledges help for amateur sport

Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau promised
contin ued govemrment support for amna-
teur sports as lie kicked off the 1979
Canada Winter Games during a ceremony
on Parliament Hill recently.

Mr. Trudeau said the Govemnment
would not allow its budget restraints to
affect its sports prograra because "sports
brings young people together and makes
tliem more aware of each other".

Also introduced at thse ceremony was
Brandy thse Brandon buffalo, which will
be the Games' officiai mascot. Brandon,
Manitoba, will be thse hoat city for thse
1979 event, which wiil be lield froin Feb-
ruary 12 to 24. Some 2,700 youngsters
are expected to take part in 18 sports.

Tise Gaines, whicli started in Halifax
in 1967, are held every second year
altemnating between winter and summer
formats.
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