
Department filter up to Farlia:ment, through

government white papers or similar documentation,

at the discre tion of the government, and in the

1'orm of annu^jl reports subm' tte.I t o Parliament.

But otherwi_sF, except in the Standingr Committees,

the Departmr?,nt reruains I_nvisibly or obscurely in

the background, wI_t!'i no direct connection with

Parliament. The co.ro?lary of this is that, apart

from fiscal matters, Parliar.r,ent interferes not at

all. in the ;lepart men t of External Affairs, and,

while tüking an interest in appointments, it dele-

gates even this task to the government of the day

unçie.r. powers of Order-in-CouncIl r4-t'tler than by

parliamentary statutes.

The foregoing reference to the relation of

Parliament to the Depar. tnient of Fxternal Affairs

Is M,,-ide h ere only to r,r,phu.^ize the negli41ible

role it played in ma tter:. bewrinc; on the Department

itself.


