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For the Ravizw.1

NEWPFOUNDLÂND SCHOOL SYSTEX ONCE MOREL

As wus to be exp-ected, Dr. 'Milligan, one of the

"cwelt paid Superintendents " of schools, bas, after

three rnontbs' hesitation, steppc-d out in defence of the

system which we briefll criticised in the first issue of

vour admirable journal. Modesty mighit have sug-

gested the propriety of leaving thîs work to other

bands ; but when trumipet-blowiflg is desired 1pcrhal)s

no one can do it so effectuallv as oneseif.

I amn sorry to observe thiat Dr. Milligan has largelv

mistaken personalities foir argument. My article., lie

kindly says, is "la caricature," mv I"charges are mis-

leadîng," "Ilsmack (?) of prejuidice'*-1 amn guilty of

"glaring omissions " and Ilexaggerated assertions,"

of "extravagant deductions" and lé nwarranted re-

flections;" the article is "la tirade," its terms "stuidi-

ously vague," Il fancy serves for fait;" '4 wi ti lighit

duties " I received Il$2,000 a year, with nmanse and

perquisites," and yet have the unparalleled audacîty

to Il speak flipplantly," to utter" grandiloquent sen-

tences," and to show myself "exalted in mvy own

judgment by mny obvious prejudice."
1 have no reply to make to these personalities, ex-

cept to say that 1 should have expected a more gentie-

manly style from the Reverend Doctor Milligan whcîi

writing for an educational review, ani tess angry

passion in an aged minister in referring to an article

which attacked a sl/stemn, not a person.
There is no botter evidence of the truth of niy

strictures than the fact that they have so roused the

ire and disturbed the equanimity of one who, as1

was credibly informed, had much to do in fastening

the present sectarian sohool systern on Newfoundland,
Your space will not permit me to refer at length t(

the many charges in the Doctor's lirolix epistle, nor i

there necessity. It will only be necessary to strip hi

charges of their superfluous verbiage to discover thei

weaknesé. Our rtic1e charged the Newfoundlani

sehool sy8tem it1h promoting bigotry and checkinl
the growth of patriotimr. What is the Doctor's answer

IlThe lEducation Act bau a conscience clause and

neyer saw it violated." (Did it neyer occur to hil

that some thinga might happen in schools withou

his knowledge?'> "lThe R.IL R. eries of books ai
~used." But lot the reader bear in nîind it was n(

zaid by us that the school teachers taught sectari:
doctrines, or that the schoiol books were sectariani
their character. What wus asserted, and what9
-Stili afflrm, iii that the ebjîdren of one sect are taug]
from infancy to look with jealous and unfriendlye
upon those of another sect. How are they Bo taugbhl
By the very names of the schoolB which they atten
by the fact that those of one sect are separated fro

ths of aniother. 1i myseif have witnesaed many au

angrv encouinter lxtween childrn attending theso

Schools. il, which the <'hirch naines of thec6cmbatants

were freely b)and(ied( bavk and forth with angry epi-

thet-q - that o! two children about seven years of age

fighiting On the public strect, and saying, ''you'ro a

~~elevn "''voti'rc a ('titholic;" snich a RceneI

hiave witiiessed betwetn tw(> sehool children on their

iwav frouîîthecir eeparate schoole. You say it înight

have ocecîrried ini a coninion school iqvBtem. Y"s, but

the systeni whiich Fends 1 vo pla-vnate8 tb two sehoohs,

siniply and oil1y becanse tll(ir paîrenti go to two

chtircheîs. is responsible for niàch of the denomi.

national bitternees which confes.«'tIlv existi, not only

aniong chîldlre!I, but aînong adulte, ini tie outport8 of

Newfotindland. I charge the systemi with being the

parenît, or at least the prornoter, o! the spirit which

leads every seet in the country to demandil s propor-

tion of the public offices, itâ quota of rcI)roecntatives

in the governmcent, ita due shareofo members on

every public comînittee, and which even boycotte

muerchants and mechanies of another ecclesiastîcal

stripe. WVhat should we t.hink here in Canada of

. Wesleyans, or Episeopalians, or Cathole, gettiog Up

. opposition to a government because there wus one tSo

imany of the other sect in tbc cabinet, or o! a public

yprotest against a native governor whomn the Queen

e had appointed because o! bis belonging to the religion

of the minority ? Theso are exaniples of narronebe

y of view that yon cannot find in the land of common

e sehools. In regard to the Doctor's other replies, 1 tail to

1 sec how the fact that some children of one denoini-

g1 nation attend the schools of another (many do so

1. f rom neces8ity, because their own people are unable

,o to support a echool at aIl, or unable to support an

is efficient school) or tbe other fact that a teacher of one

is denomination is sometimes cmplovod by another (a

ir very rare thing), 1 fail to sec bow these exceptional

idoccurrences disprove the statecrent that the system

i propagates sectarianiem.
r? Even the Rev. Mr. Hlarvey, whom Dr. M. quotes,

I who bas very suddenly and unexpectodly become the

rn apologist of a systeni, the introduction of wbich no

Lt one more strenuously opposed, admit8 that "«sàociety
ieis in thc theological stage o! dcveloprnnt-by which

ýot we mean that sedtariait considerations and feelings

an are parainou ni, and patiriotic sentiments weak and

in powerless in compari8o n. "Ile fails, howeyer, to ad-

we mit what no man knows more certainly, that the

rht separate school 8yetem is largely responsible for the

lye perpetuation and aggravation of this type of social
t ? life.1

ie1We charged that the syotern wu expensive. Our

om word8 were that "dit involved at leaat three imes the


