
Vol XI.,No 9 CANADIAN MUNICIPAL JOURNAL27

t>. C.- M. CONVENTION-Continued.
vention" lias assumed a new significance. We are no long-
er content to merely remoôve obstacles froni the pat4i of
the public healtb, and permit the people, generally to !ma-
gime that these obstacles, being removed, neyer exlsted.
A new ambition bas seized us. Ardor and enthusiasmt for
the maintenance of bealtb, we are resolved are no longer
to be confîned. to any officiai class. Every man and wo-
man, and even chlld of dlscretionary years, are to be ln a
sense, tbeir own preventive, officers and are to be talight ta
avold of themselves, tbese harmftul things and ln a posi-
tive way, to learn to put away multitudes of otber detri-
ments to their well-being that their forefathers bad not
even a conception of, In a word, the predominating pria-
cîple of modern hyglene is educatiail, or to Vary the popu-
lar expression for a better one, enllghtenmient.

The public is no longer to be driven; It is to be led, or
rather to attain snch a degree of appreciationl of righit liv-
ing. that they shahl be able ta go forwardl iargely of thir
own initiative. This, if niot the latest, 18 certaialy the
most important idea initroducýed Of lOe ears into public
hepalth administration.

iHousiNG
Takie Housing, thouigb one of the oldest probleins, the

subject of Ilouslnig bias assumned an uirgency that. really
converts it inito a late and pressing exigency. There
seemis ta be nôt enougb bouses to '>go ar-ound". Building
was practically at a stand-still durlflg the war, and the en-
ornious advance la prices silice its conclusion, lias beenl
almoat probibitive of new construlctionl. Here the state
bas already stepped in, botb la this country and la Eng-
land. In the latter country, especlally, a proper inethod
seemns ta have been iaiaugurated, and accordlng ta iast
press report, tbe Minlstry of Health la England is prepar-
Ing to erect 24,000 bouses at a prtportl0niately large expense.
1 amnfot in a position ta know file exact mietbod by whlcb
sucla work is ta be carrled eut, but 1 arn sure you will bear
witb mie, if la a few words as possible, 1 give yen my own
icleas relative to sucb an enterprse.

Tbe Munîclpallty sbould be given authority ta borrow,
f romi turne to tine, amiouaits Of Morley sufficlent to provide
bornes for ils cîtizens la need of samne; homes that are
plain but substantial, that is; of brick or~ cemnent rather
than af wood, for If constructed of the latter tbey, many
tumes, serve but ane puîrpose viz.-SuPPlYiflg fuel for a con-
flagration; whicli. I te.ke ut sbottld not be the policy of a
modern clty. These bouses shoeuld have wlthin and wltb-
out those features wblch are toa recognized as absolute-
ly essential for the physical and moral well-belng of its
tenants. There should be the air and garden space ia the

tract between landiord. and tenant. These Rules and Reg-
ulations properly kept would result in tbe bouse belng pro-
tected from the usual effacement and depreciation whlch.
so frequently obtaîns ln rented bouses.

The rents of these bouses sbould be made as 10w as
possible ta conform witb only the necessary charges of
maintenance and slnklng fund. Sbould these make the
rentai beyond the abllty af the ordlnary workman ta pay,
thenl, tile Goverament sbould Intervene and become res-
ponsible for the deflciency.

Ia selectlng sites for tbese bouses, two objects can be
attained, tbe clearing up of tbe alunis and glving to the
laborlng classes, pmacticable and conifortable homes. Ret-
garding the flrst, otber things being equal, It is more eco-
nomîcal for tbis class of tenant ta live wltbin the confines
of the city-for, as a mule, tbe worklngnian bias ta be ia the
clty la tbe evening ta arrange for bis work next day; l
addition, two or tbree tines al weelt, be wisbies to attend
places af amusement, meetings etc. Thien if lie bas afami.
ly and tbey are working la tbe city, it pays hlnim ny
tilles over ta bave bis home la the citv, tilts saving car
fare, etc., etc.

AIlj of this being so, if sbauld be one of thle flrst duties
ai n niunlclpalty ta lionse dlean by ellmlinating as rapîdîy
as possible, tbe undesîrable and uninhabitable boeuses and
la thecir place ereet tbe modern worklngnan's bouse. This
policy conducted perslstently for a decade would preseat
an entlrely new dress to the clty's appearance.

Public Heaith
But aIso another vital step forward bias been tal<en.

Heretofore, it bas been adjuidged sufficient that public
bealth niatters be placed la the banda of a comrnlîttee, us-
ually styled the Provincial or State Board af Healtb. In-
deed, tbis obtaîns yet in the great majorîty of the provin-,
ces and states of North Anierica. But public health Js
fast ontgrawing surit awaddling clothes. It is being recog-
nlzed everywhere thit the subject niatter ta be dealt wlth
is of toa great importance ta be tbus relegated ta a subor-
dinate body. if ronds aad bridges, if agriculture, if for-.
ests and mines and the collection or revenue be of suffi-
cient, moment ta demand the iniluediate attention of the
goveramiient, and ta necessitate the direct supervision and
control of a mnlaiter it la surely more than evident that
public bealth is at least of equal importance. If a govera-
ment is te be ludged b>' the measure af care if givea te.
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