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THE FORUM-<Conltinued).
DIRECT GOVERNMVEf4T.

Direct government, whatever maY be is virtues or vices,
le no substitute for representative government. No one
'in bis right mmnd thinlts that it 18 or ought to be. Every
one of the highly complicated questions of modern govern-
ment calls for expert Inquiry and for full and open discus-
sion of ail aspects before action is taken. In that dis-
cuasion it is admittedly desirable to have the views of ail
considerable groups of interests and opinions. The more
light from varlous angles, the better for democraoy. But
a return to the direct representation of farmers, labor,
capitalista, professional classes, etc., is unthinkable. It
iras possible only in the rigid and unchanging society 0f
the middle ages which iras sharply divided intl) legal class-
es so Ébat each mani knew wbere he stood In the economic
scale. Such a stratification of modern society is Impossible
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BRITISH LABOR AND P. R.

From PamphletNo. 39. of the Engliul 'P. R. Society.

Resolutions in favour of proportional representation were
debated at the Tra*es Union Congress, September, 1917,
and at the Labour Party Conference, Nottingham, January,
1918. At the latter, the resolution was made part of a
composite resolution on electoral reform a~nd was carried
without a division. This was the first Conference of the
Labour Party at which the principle of proportional rep-
resentation was endorsed. It was subsequently embodied
in No. Xi. (Political Reforms) of the Resolutions on Re-
construction submitted at the London Conference (of the
Labour Party), June, 1918, in the following words: "the
best practicable arrangements f or ensuring that eyery
minority bas its proportionate and no more than its pro-
portionate representation." A motion to delete these
words iras rejected by a large majority. Further, a new
proposai by the National Union 'of Clorks that proporti>nal
representation shouid be applied to m~unicipal and other
local government elcetion was a.çvep1ted by the Executive
Committee Mf the Party andi carr1ed unanimusiy.

The London Labour Party declded (June, 1918), when
considering its constitution. to elect its Executive Commit-
tee by proportional representation.
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