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Forestry and Irrigation.

_ Practical Work in Conservation of Natural Resources Being Carried

on by Civil Servants.

Complaint is often made that the

~work of government lags behind

public opinion. But in the conserv-
ation of natural resources the gov-

_ernment of Canada is decidedly in

advance of the peonle. The enthus-

" jast or the scientific conservationist

may be able to suggest things to be
done that are not now done, but even

. the most advanced thinkers on the
i subject would find it difficult to pro-

pose any new plan which the officials

: have not in mind to be acted upon..

_just as soon as public sentiment on

this Conservation question justifies -

the necessary expenditure or the ed-

~ucational institutions turn out the

trained men needed to carry on the
work. An immense work of collec-
tion of information is being carried
on at government expense through
other agencies, but the actual busi-

‘ness of saving; and improving the
natural heritage of

the Canadian
people is in the hands officers of the
various branches of administrative
government. And no organization
of the public service is doing more
important work in this way than

‘the Forestry and Irrigation Branch
.of the Department of the Interior.

The offices of this branch are in
the Canadian building. There are

‘also branch offices especially in the
‘West, as described in what follows.
iThe branch has
‘size, but not nearly so rapidly as the

been growing in

work it has to do. Public opinion

jhas been improving with great rap-
‘idity on this question of Conserva-

tion, and Parliament has responded

by giving the branch more territory

to work in and more important and
difficult things to do. And the For-

‘estry and Irrigation Branch has re-
‘sponded with fresh enthusiasm to
‘every opportunity for added service.

The Branch was established at a
time when, so far as the public was

- ganization was a good one, but 1

concerned, there was a childlike and

‘unquestionine belief that Canada’s

forests were—to use the word then
universally -applied in this connec-
#ion—*‘illimitable.’’ Even those
who are old enough to have lived
through that period of blissful
ignorance must make a special effort
of memory to recall to mind how
complete was the disregard by the

public of the plain warnings of eX- -

perience, voiced by the wise men
who foresaw the approaching dearth
of timber supplies. It is a fact, how-
ever, 'that even twenty years &go0
timber was allowed to be wasted 11
forest fires which would be worth
almost untold gold to-day. The con-
servation of the forest was notf

“therefore, the first business actively
~enterd upon by the Branch.

But
there was a crying need of forestry
work on the newly-settled and tree:
less plains of the West. Disjointe
and almost wholly unsuccessful at-
tempts had been made to make
shelter-belts on many of the farms:
Many accented what they regarde
as the inevitable and held the hop®
less and helpless belief that trees
would not grow in the Canadia?
West. The Branch has abundantlys
even magnificently, proven the €oB”
trary.

The trouble was, as, of course, 88Y
scientific forester could have poit”
ed out, that the tree-planting in
West suffered from the ignoran®
and carelessness of those W
thought themselves its friends. Th:
wrong trees were planted ; trees We?n
planted in the wrong places and }
the wrong way. And, perhaps W 0?3
of all, the trees, after being plantehé
were not properly cared for. To-
Superintendent of Foresstry intr

duced method and science into tolﬁ
work. From the beginning ﬂ!i 1S




