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The Neuphilologische Verein of Leipzig
Its Social and Scientific Activity

âMeil n ci piig lob'ichlii
],'s ist eiii kici ili Par-is und i<l 11(kt seillec Li lcte
\V'eiiu du ais marin (lie Wisscîîsciîaft verielirst
1-o kamîi deiii -.oliii /11 ]ocitrcii Ziei gelaîigeii.

\ Iti<>iglî l(tIl îileascd an 11( utcrcstc(l lv Iux
tîrst x isit to the Vcrcin ii fu icuire Philologie, the
tiiouglit <of liccoliiîiig a iiiliete lid iîlot occîir to
lue dîîriîg ttiv early visits to Lcîipzig. iad 1
kulowîî how~ illici 'of Gerumait stu<flent life anîd
Geruit intellectual vigor is revcalcd to the mcmin
bers <of stici a biody 1 slîould hiave taken tte carl-
iest opiiortuli ty of sceki ng an entramîce to i.
Stucli anI elitratlice (Les îlot coicn miasked , for inu
tiîis reuslect tiîc Verciîî resemlhes ratlier a Greek-
letter lraternitv titan olîr Uiversity Col lege
Moderîî Jaîigîîa ge C lubi. I ts iiiiiîiber- lse the
secOîmd jiCtsoi sinîgmlar, tiîat <leligiîtftil ol d cils
toml xî Iich takes iis hack to the days of clan h ife
an d gi xes a j aitvof tiîc iiti miate to olie 's iii
terco rsc [(il wlîi cl the lîgl i su laiiguage lias 1no
cqitivaleîit. Iîî the carly Leipzig davs tîe Gcr-
îîialm stil leilts w linii I cliaiîice.l to ieet prtove(l
uîcoîîgeîîi ai andl îi «ly)iti.briideî aittog forecigii-
ers wec ýiSreiîll or Italiaii or Iluîîgarîaiî or
Sp)aîiîslt-Aiiiericaîîis, wltosc sy-ilal lues xvere itot
strongly Icuttoîici. A t tîa t tiîîîe, too, at nuîriihcr
oif A iliericati aîîd Briti sh stiîdcîîits of iîarkcd al)ii
i tv mtade the attractionîs of the l'htlglisli sjîeatk
i îîg colony prevail over tiiose of the Gcrmitî
stîîdeît tuionîs. 'flic latf Presi(lcnt Curtis, of
Chîicago; Dr. Gregory, 110w ittîscîf a Leipz.ig pro-
fessor; Dr. Geinîg, the rhctorciam of Amherst;
l>reileiit Stanilcy Hll, of Clark Uiiiversitv;
Prof. Wood, of J ohnts Hopkinîs; Prof. Catrlîte'r,
of Columîîbia, aiîd Prof. Pierce, of Hlarvard, Nvith
Henîry Normtani, Dr. Playfair of Edimiburgît, aîîd
Galway of Belfast, forined a sufficieiitly distin-
gtîislic(1 coterie to break up) planms that fîad hceîî
forned iii previous years. It was flot uîîtil other
x'ears ]îad passc<l thiat on a stu.bsequc.ieit visit 1
followed a friemîd's exail pIc aiîd soîîglit aid foind
adîttîttance to iienhersliip iii tîte I,eip)zig Verci.

At tue outset let 11ie sav tîlat no0 iniitiationi is
îîeccssarv. Blood-curdlimg adventures iii spring-
ing froîni terrifie heights or beimg rolled in bar-
tels clowni long hilîs or suspeni<e<l tili the very
joints crack over a chasîn tlîrec ixîclies deep-
such terrors, iii short, as chili the soul oif the
xvould-be aspirant to ineînbershlî iii a secret so-
ciety are inconsistënt with the gravity and dig-
nity of the 0-erman student. le lias his owvm
feats of endurance and performance, somne of
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w'hicli to an ;\iiiericaii car woul<l sein quite as
silî', as oui- iniitiationi cercliolies do to lus, if
to enter i11>01 smich utvstctics were lawful. But
tlîe o1e, condiion puircccdeiît for clîtralîce to the
V. f. N. P'. was piarticipmationi iii a prex'ioiis ilîcet-
ing, at whici thie mittei s havec ain opportiiitv
of ji(gillg the sirîtscapacity an<l (ualifica-
tiolis, social and( i îîtelluctîîl,. Tîtese did îîot tic-
cessai ly inîclu-dc a perfct kîîowledgc of G eruiali,
as, certainu Ainericai iiieînl>ers werc afterwards
ilittoiicc( wli<i Icarnicî tlîcir (;ctttaii in the
Vcrciii. Needlcss to sa-y sucît Germitî is înarkcd
iîy ait ilîp-to-daýtcîîcss oillv imferior to tîtat of tlîe
grceîî roolît or the primtfu'lg office.

Aftcr joiiîg tle, Vcreiîi its iiiany-sided activi-
tics at ontce becaiuie apparenit. Týo the stranger,
wvlo tcad its niotices 0o1 the îuîivcrsity bulletin
board inî the (>1( Kreui.gag, the oimly mteeting of
the . alicare to lie the wceklv Kîicipe,
as tiîe stuîdeîît meîetinîg is callcd, witlt its eare-
fiîllx- iîreiarc<l Imiliet on1 a scielîtifie suibject, tîte
rea<liîg of xvhiclt lasted ierlials an ]tour and the
<lehate on wl iîîiglit conîtinuîe ait liotr longer.
M'hile titis ivas tite mîainî mîeeting it xvas lv no0
ijîcals the oiiIV mi1e, îlot to tue avcragc inciber
tie Iîîost imtportant. Iîîtcresting aitd inistructive
as i t alw'ays w ýas, esjîcciall v wlîcîu tlîrcc or four
lir'iiiuitgideru wet-e pîrescrit and the <lebate

îîiglit lc partieipated lin by soilie of thc profes-
sors, whlat miore <itcctlv bcîîefited the ordiîiary
stiffdeit ntiil)Ct vvas the mîeeting of thc so-caîll
cd sections. Tiliese wctc muiner circles, as it wcrc,
mîadec 111 of s;tt(deilts, SîeciahlI iîîtcrestcd iii a
subject w'iiicl was taniglt ini thc illost faînilia-r
tittotia I style liv an 01(1er iîieiier of the Verein.
Stîct sulîjeets xvcrc Gothtie, AîîglJ-Saxon, Mid-
IlIc I'ý,iglisli, IZltaeto-kýouiîîaiisclt, Rîtssian or
Coiivcrsatiouîal Frenchi. It îtiay afford a crurnhl
of coinfort to Professor Clîurton Collinis (if for
liii any good tliing cati conte ont of Geriany)
to Icarnl that at the liteselit late dav, whien Cain-
bridlge and Oxford arc debating the fate of
Grcck, thiere is a section of the Neuphilologen
w,-licli is engagcd iii studving that suhject. Profes-
sor Wcigand, w'lt< discovcrcd a nexiv dialct iii Roui-
mtanuia, ivas a iîciiler oif tIie Vereimi, and in nîy
first scssionî used to cutertaiti us at the Kneipe
w th dlcrilîtioiîs of bis advcuîtures, wlîilc pu~rsu-
ilug Itis linguistie studies, aiiong tlîe robbcr
hordes of the Balkans. At another tirne lic would
lic training soine of theimibers for entrance to
lus sdumîinar liv readinir Diez' Romance Gramnmar
Nvitlt thetît. To înect an autlioritx- iii this frientd-
ly social wav and to listen tý his delightful
talcs of wild life-far wilder than anything in
Canlada-vas a most agrceable introduction to
the stuidy of roinance philology. One could un-
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