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The lack of a Faculty of Music in tlic University of 'Ioconto has loi
been sorely felt. No one now neecls to be to told of the high educ
tional value of this subject. The President of University College is
'be thanked by ail loyers of this art for the encouragement and patro
age which he extends to the schemne of Chamber concerts, thus sct
ing for undergraduates the best substitute in the circumstances for
regular course in music. It is to bc hoped, howcvcr, that if the Co
federatiofl scheme is carricd out due provision wiil at once be madle f
instruction in this most important subject, SQ thiat our taiented nati
musicians miay be no longer attracted to and retaincd by other countric

THE UNIVERSITY CONSOLIDATION SCHEME.
Our readers wiil find in another columnn the scheme of Universi

consolidation for this Province, prepared ait a recent conférence of heaq
of colleges and universities under the prcsidency and ait the instance
the Minister of Education. The conference was several timies adjouri
ed, and as ail its sessions were long, the discussion of the prescrnt sta
of highcr education and of the best means ofimiproving it mnust have bc(
very thorough. The schem. ewiil no doubt disappoint the expectatiol
of rnany on account of its want of symmetry and its illogicai characte
Some of the proposais are rnanifestly the resuit of compromises, aui
can be defended, if ait ail, only on that grounid. But we have no dlou]
that these peculiarities canl be platisibly if not satisfauctorily explaineý
and that the reasons for this pecoliar distribution of sU1jects as bctivee
the proposed Provincial University and the proposcd Provincial Collef,
will be made cîcar in the course of the inevitable discussion of the ncý
few weeks.

The first impression produced by a perusal of this document is th,
anl important crisis is impending in the history of higher education. Il
adoption by college authorities gencrally woold bring about soilethin
like a revolution, and one that is much needed. 'l'ie great obstacle t
the better performance of university work proper in Ontario is the wvar
of fonds, and only by some scheîne which will harnionize intcrests an,
consolidlate resources can more funds be obtained. The futility c
trying to compete with several of the Amnerican universîties, which ar
ithin easy reach of our students, will bie apparent to any one who con,

siders that while the united endowmients of aIl our universities do 110
amoont to one million dollars, the endowments of several Amcericai
universities amount to several millions each. Neither the cost and in
convenience of attendance at one of these great and rapidly dcvelopin1
seats of learning, noir any consideration of patriotismn will suffice to pre
vent ambitious young men from going abroad for an education whicl
they cannot procure at home at any cost or sacrifice. 'l'lie exodus o
this class bas s0 far been limited, but unless somnething is donc to re
move the cause, the natural effect will be the rapid development of
movement which threatens to drain this couintry of a type Of yolig mer
whomi it can ill spare.

'l'le ratification of this schenîe by the Legisiature, if it is emibodicd ir
an Act of Parliament, will mark an imiportant era in the chequerec
history of the Provincial University and Coliege. In order to unider
stand its full significance it is neccssary to recaîl a few of the imorc
striking changes in their constitution. The policy of setting apart cer-
tini lands as an endowment for the promotion of higlicr edu-cation xvas
a NNvise and thoughtful one. For it this Province is said to be indebteci
to dovernor Simicoe, ait whosc instance it was adopted nearly a century
ago. For almiost haîf of that time, however, vcry littit. was done in tic
way of utilizing the endowment, owing chiefly to the ulnde-velop)ed state
of thc country and the fierceness of the political conflicts whicil Occupicd
the public mmnd to the exclusion of education, both hilihr and lowcr.
Part of it was devoted about fifty years ago to the foundcation of Upper
Canadia College, and the rcst was appropriatedi by the Anglican Church
and absorbed in the establishment of King's College as a stricti y de-
nominational institution. Had the fund not been divertcd in these two
xvays from its original purpose, it is extrcmely improbable that any second
univcrsity would ever have been institutcd in Ontario. Queen's and
Victoria were established almost contemporaneously with King's, the
formjer as a Preshyterian, the latter as a Methodist univcrsity.

Subsequent events seem. to prove that if the fou îîders and Pronlloters
of these two institutions had devoted themselves to the restoration of
the endowmient to its proper use, the wrong would have been spccdily
righted and future complications of an cmbarrassing kind avoided. in
18419 the endlowment was secularized by the Baldwin Act, and King's
,oilege, no longer sectarian, became a Provincial seat of learning with

both tcaching and degree-confcrring functions, under the titie of Toronto
University. In this form it endured for only three years. One aimu of
the Baldwin Act was to secure what the present scheme bas been de-
vised to acconiplish-a consolidationi of university intercsts andi re-
sources, s0 as to promote efficiency. Experience showed thatt was
not well atlaîted to bring about the desired resuit, and iîî 1852 tlîe
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Bî incks Act separatcd the teaching andi dcgrec-conferring fntof?aassignîng the former to University College and the latter tocthe Univ'eto, sity of Toronto. The new constitution was modelled avowedly on tan- of the University of London xviih its affiliateci institutions, in the hop'ir- that the othcr stili youthful universities of thc Province woold abandona their degrc conferring powers anci take their places in a federal systenioil- The hope wvas vain, however. Instead of doing so, tbcy unitec i tor Trinity, w'hich had been founded to take the place of King's as an've Anglican University, in a deternîjned effort to secure portions of theýs Povincial endowment for themselves. This attcmnt wvas unsuccessful,because there ivas found to bc no surplus to divide after the wantsthe Provincial institutions were supplied, and owing to the general prO'gress of higher education the revenue has since turneci out rniserably

ty inadequate. For thirty years Toronto University andi College dis'1, charged their fonictions as well as hampering conditions permitted, aIlof the time acquiring a fîrmer holci on the people to whorn they belolgn- 1 'wo years ago tbe vice-Chancelior, in bis commencement address, ai"te nounceed that the time liad come for an appeal to the Legislature formmore fonds, if the cause of higher education wcre flot to suffer. ThisSannouniceunent was met by iînitiations from, the supporters of dcnonlina
r. tional uiniversities that such an application to the Legisiature wo0 lid
,cd be strenuolusly opposed by themn unless their institutions werc to b,t subsidized also, and out of the protracteci discussions which ensued ba'j Ieen evolveci the scherne now sobmitted to the people by the Ministernof Edocation.

'e The essential features of that seheme are: (i) A re-arrangement OtSthe fonctions of Toronto University andi University College b50 as tm-ake themn both teacbing institutions, the former alone, however, c00",t ferring degrees ; (2) certain conditions on which other colleges nO«us conferring degrees in arts, lawv and iiiedicine, may be conJedera/ed With
g ' oronto Uuiversity ; (3) certain other conditions on which othcr Co'
0 leges that confer no dlegrees ait ail, or only degrees in divinity, may bt «1/Mated ivith Toronto University; (4) an obligation on the part of theSGovernment, iii the event of the schemne being carrieci out, to furishSaciditionai accommnodation for University porposes, andi additional
e teachers in both University and College.; (5) certain provisions under1-wh ich t.he graduates and nci rclae of the otlier confedleratiig
t unîversities ma), become graduates and undergraduates of TorontOSUniversity and take part in its management.- and (6) the widening 0'-the University curriculum, by acceptn ceti suZcssalytu

in the affiliating theological colleges as the ecluivalents of certain Othersubjects in the ordinary arts course. It seems to be inîplicd, th0 ughthere is no express stipulation to that effect, that the Legislatur e W'14 iff the project goes into effect, be asked to secuire the future of the ~versity by increasing the endowment.It is understood that none of those who took part in the preparatiOlof this scherme, are, even in honor, bound to press upon their own 'de'I îorinational or educational allies the cxl)cdiency of falling in with theproject. On the other hand. the Minister of Education is not boOlldto miake any effort to enlarge the sphere, improve the alipliances, or ilcrease tlîc staff of the Provincial institution, except in the way of carry'ing outthe general pilan. It is to be hopedi tlierefore, that a schelllewlîich is on, the w'hole wcll calculateci t(> advance the cause of hie'education, will îlot fail on accounit of either the refuisai of tlic 1 atrOfl5of denomninational on.ixersities to fall ini with it, or the failure of theLeg-islature to appreciate tnie imîportance of having tlie educational SY"tel" Of the Provinîce made nmore effcient in its lîiglîest departnier t '\Vliile the scheine is not exactly what the supporters and friends of theProvincial University and Collegre would like, we believe the Univer5îtY
Senae an th Colege ou icil did right in approvîng of it as it stands',hyhave thus freed tleiîselves by anticipation froin ail blamne for thefailure of the niovenlent, if it should fail. From presenit appearances jis likely to socceed, but in any other event tic duty of the Senate an11Cotîncil is pl)efectly car(>to make., by mecans of improved methOds'the best possible use of their prescrnt re.souirces 1 (2) to press on boththe Legislature and th pulc ibpritne and moderati.on, the

dlaim of the Provincial institutions to additional revenue ; andi (3) tostrengthen that dlaimi by exerting a more direct influence on the sedOîîd-ary schools of the Province. Such a policy will eventually nîeet Withfitting reward, and at no distant day the scheme of union now offeredto other onîversities nîay be replaced by one of virtual ahsorPtOÏflMeanwhîîe, xhether it is acted upon or not, the scheme elaborated bythe conterence will remaîîî a mile-post iin the history of higher edtUC'tion in Ontario.

THE LATE JAMES BET1HUNE, Q.C.
'l'lie Bar can 111 afford tlîe loss of the ability and lhonesty of theMr. Bethune. In this country, Owing to tlîe overcrowding of tlîe twill
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