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bpen sorel fe}tt'hisl\iﬁb(;gft.n m"i’k?gel’rses?dcnt of University College is to
tiona valuc;: t()) all lovers of this art for the encouragement and patron-
be than_kﬁ h y;dends to the scheme of Chamber concerts, thus secur-
aee fhie dereraduates the best substitute in the circumstances for a
ng tor o eegin music. It is to be hoped, howcver, that if the con-
regular. COurcsheme is carried out due provision will at once be made for
federatlpn Sin this most important subject, so tl)at our talented native
mStrilé’i:ztllnosnmay be no longer attracted to and retained by other countries,
mus s /

THE UNIVERSITY CONSOLIDATION SCHEME.

; i ther column the scheme of University
Ou{.éeiiisf(xﬂtlhin%rétirﬁcne? prepared at a recent confcrenge of heads
consolida d universities under the presidency and at the nstance of
of Coll.eges an f Education. The conference was several times adjourn-
the Mmlsteruoits sessions were long, the discussion of the present state
ed, z.md as & tion and of the best means of improving it must have been
of higher edu}fa l?l‘h‘e schem ewill no doubt disappoint the expectations
very thorough. unt of its want of symmetry and its illogical c.hamcter.
of many ?)" aczo osals are manifestly the result of compromises, and
Some of tfe gredp if at all, only on that ground.  But we have no doubt
can be defen . li’qrities c:’m be plausibly if not satxsfacFonIy explained,
that thesehl)eté‘as‘ons for this peculiar distribution of SUI')]CCFS as between
and that £ ‘21 Provincial University and the proposed Provincial College
thi:1 Ilireogfjge clear in the course of the inevitable discussion of the next
wi
few weeks. ression produced by a perusal of this document is that
T'he first ];nCP;'lSiS. is impending in the history of higher education. TIts
an lmportgn llege authorities generally would bring about something
adoption lyt(;gn gmd one that is much needed. 'The great obstacle to
like a revolu for’n;ance of university work proper in Ontario is the want
the better pgr ly by some scheme which will harmonize mtere'st.s and
of funds, an Oggrceyshcan more funds be obtained. The futility of
cor}solxdate res e wiéh several of the American universities, which are
trying to Coﬁgih of our students, will be apparent to any one who con-
within easy hile the united endowments of all our universities do not
siders that W million dollars, the endowments.of several Amcrlcgn
amount FO~0nf:10unt to several millions each. Neither tl}e cost and in-
universities ar f attendance at one of these great and rapidly developing
convemc;nce (i)n ‘ nor any consideration of patriotism will sufﬁce to pre-
seats of bqa.mlsg,oung men from going abroad for an education which
vent ambitiou ro);ure at home at any cost or sacrifice. The exodus of
th?y canngt Pso far been limited, but unless som‘ethmg is done to re-
this class asse the natural effect will be the rapid development of a
movent]l;tc 2\:;lhic’h threatens to drain this country of a type of young men
move ;
Wh,o,m it C?‘fn“ltli(s)ﬁa(r)?this scheme by the Legislature, if it is embodied in
The ratfl ]}L)ar]iament will mark an important era in the chequered
an Act Oftheaprovinci’al University and College. In order to under-
history (-)f Il significance it is necessary to recall a few of the more
stand its }:1 ‘eg in their constitution. The policy of setting apart cer-
stf_lkmg hang n endowment for the promotion ot higher cduca.tlon was
taimn ]and(Sj a; irhtful one. Dor it this Province is said to he indehted
a wise all tl gir%)coe at whose instance it was adopted nearly a century
to ("()Vl'ban;oalx;lost half of that time, however, very little was done in the
ago. 0.],7 i fhe endowment, owing chiefly to the undeveloped state
way of utiliz &and the fierceness of the political conflicts which occupied
of the ccl)'lmgiyn d to the exclusion of education, both lnght;r and lower,
the puff{;c Ias devoted about fifty years ago to the foundatx_on of ‘Upper
Part 0 lcwlle re, and the rest was appropriated by the Anglican Church
(,ana(:il‘ t())d&in’ the establishment of King's College as a strictly de-
and absor el institution. Had the fund not been diverted in these two
nommatlorﬁ1 original purpose, it is extremely improbable that any second
ways from i Suldgever have been instituted in Ontarno.. Qq@ens and
university wr(é established almost contemporaneously with King’s, the
Victoria WePres‘b tertan, the latter as a Methodist university.
former asa : evgnts seém to prove that if the founders and promoters
SUbsequeninstitutions had devoted themselves to the restoration .of
of these two nt to its proper use, the wrong would have b_eer} speedily
the endo“;iﬂ‘fe ture complications of an embarrassing }{md avmded.. In
righted an du wment was secularized by the Baldwm Act, :ln.d ng’s
1849 the enl ° ger sectarian, became a Provincial seat of learning with
Coilege, no Onf’] d degree-conferring functions, under the title of Tqronto
both tezgchmgIa this form it endured for only three years. One aim of
University. An t was to secure what the present scheme has been de-
the Baldwin C],]ish—a consolidation of uniyersny interests aqd re-
vised to accontl) ')romote efficiency. FExperience showegl that it was
_A,-ourcesl,l sqodflfte((l tlo bring about the desired result, and in 1852 the
not well add
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Hincks Act separated the teaching and degree-conferring funct%ong_!
assigning the former to University College and the latter to the Umvert
sity of Toronto. 'The new constitution was modelled avowedly on thae
of the Unwversity of London with its aftiliated institutions, in the hop
that the other still youthful universities of the Province would abandot
their degree-conferring powers and take their placesin a federal syste}'i;]'

The hope was vain, however. Instead of doing so, they_un’lted wit
Trinity, which had been founded to take the place of King’s as 32
Anglican University, in a determined effort to secure portions of fh]
Provincial endowment for themselves. This attempt was unsuccessful
because there was found to he no surplus to divide after the wants 0_
the Provincial institutions werce supplied, and owing to the general pro
gress of higher education the revenue has since turned out mxserab.l)f
inadequate. For thirty years Toronto University and College d’i
charged their functions as ‘well as hampering conditions permitted, 2
the time acquiring a firmer hold on the people to whom they belong:
Two years ago the vice-Chancellor, in his commencement address, an
nounced that the time had come for an appeal to the Legislature fof
more funds, if the cause of higher education were not to suffer. '1:}“5
announcement was met by imtiations from the supporters of denomin®
tional universities that such an application to the Legislature woul
be strenuously opposed by them unless their institutions were to b€
subsidized also, and out of the protracted discussions which ensued has
been evolved the scheme now submitted to the people by the Ministe!
of Education, (

The essential features of that scheme are: (1) A rearrangement O
the functions of Toronto University and University College so as t‘f
make them both teaching institutions, the former alone, however, col
ferring degrees ; (2) certain conditions on which other colleges nf"}‘;
conferring degrees in arts, law and medicine, may be confederated w1t1
Toronto Uuiversity ; (3) certain other conditions on which other o
leges that confer no degrees at all, or only degrecs in divinity, may
affiliated with Toronto University ; (4) an obligation on the part of _the
Government, in the event of the scheme being carried out, to furnis
additional accommodation for University purposes, and addition®
teachers in hoth University and College 5 (5) certain provisions un'der
which the graduates and undergraduates of the other confederating
universities may become graduates and undergraduates of Toront?
University and take part in its management ; and (6) the widening Ot
the University curriculum, by accepting certain subjects usually taUgh
in the affiliating theological colleges as the equivalents of certain Othe;;
subjects in the ordinary arts course. It seems to he implied, thoug;
there is no express stipulation to that effect, that the Legislature will,
the project goes into effect, be asked to secure the future of the UM
versity by increasing the endowment.

It 1s understood that none of those who took P
of this scheme, are, even in honor, bound to pres
nominational or educational allies the ex
project.  On the other hand. the Minist
to make any effort to enlarge the sphere,
crease the staff of the Provincig] instituti
ing out the general plan. It is to be hoped, therefore, that a schemé
which is on the whole wel] caleulated to advance the cause of highe!
education, will not fajl on account of either the refusal of the Patrons
of denominational universities to fall in with it, or the failure of t i
Legislature to appreciate tne importance of having the educational sy*
tem of the Province made more efficient in ity highest departme"e'
Whil_c tbe scheme s not exactly what the supporters and friends of t't
Provincial University and College would like, we believe the Universlsy
Senate and the College Council did right in approving of it as it stan®
They have thus freed themselves by anticipation from all blame for
fmlgre of the movement, if it should faj], From present appearances
is hkely to succeed, but in any other event the duty of the Senate a9
Council is perfectly clear-—(1) to make, by
the best possible use of the
the Legislature and the pu

S upon their own e
pediency of falling in with t

er of Education is not boun”
Improve the appliances, or m—
on, except in the way of carty

means of improved metho t1;

" Present resources 5 (2) to press on bohe
4 blic, with persistence and moderation,
claim of the Provincial institutions to additional revenue ; and (3) &
strengthen that claim by exerting a more direct influence on the seC_On
ary schools of the Province, Such a policy will eventually meet with
fitting reward, and at no distant day the scheme of union now offer o
to other universities may be replaced by one of virtual absorptloby
Meanwhile, whether it is acted upon or not, the scheme elaborated P7 .

the conterence will remain a mile-post in the history of higher edu®
tion in Ontario.
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