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aIl quarters and iri rucli of tie work lias had able assistants
in inaking thle selectioxîs and writing the expianatory ilotes.
We are glad to see that thie work bias on the wvhole beeui
so wellaccoînplishied. There is a breezy naturalrîe4ws about the
introductions as if ouie shouid .say, Il Jiere is an 01(1 friend of
mine. 1 arn sorry you have flot met Iiiiii before, but 1 amn
sure you will be <ieliglited with lus cornpany ;" but just wlien
we think we are dropping into Il the hail-fe]low weli met
style"I we are surprised to find critical and appreciative re-
marks of the greatest value expressed in a manner worthy
of -perbaps instead of seeking a comfparison it will be suffi-
cient to say-of MNr. Stead at his best. The quotations ai-
ready given with its metaphors of slîop-dressing and dog-
drowning wiil illustrate the appeal to the Il man in tbe
street," in bis own tongue. The following, wbicb occurs in tibe
tirst volume of selections front Wordsworth, is, as will be
seen at once, of a distinctly bigher order. "lOne great
cbarm of poetry is its endless diverqity. It vs as varlous as
Nature wbich inspires it, and wbiclî in rcturn it reflects asý,
in a nurror. Wordsworth is different froil any poet whose
verse bas hîtherto appeared in tlîis series. If Chaucer ma 'y lie
S'aid to be tbe poet of the day dawn, Shakespeare of the l)usy
life of eariv niorn, ani Mutin of tbe spacious afternooîî,WNordsworth is the poet of the mieditative hour that is passed
in the ligbit of setting suris, Tiiere is -soiiething ot surîset
calun inl the poet ry of thi l igli Prioýt of N'at u e. The fret
of the busy day vs bu t a reiiiseee to lW r'-cLi,1ed a, wîl I.
Wordswortb"s d weiling, amid t le tranq uil silences of Nature
lookos out with tbe serious wisdomn of a plîilo-iopher uipori tlîe
sins and sorrows, tlîe Joys and disappointuients of the world
of rnen." Those who prepare annotated editions of the poets
for young people may, perhapll, feel that tbeir fastidious
taste is outragedi by some of MNr. Stead's r-emiar-ksI and coin-
Vrisons, but it may be that they could learn something from
hlm in the way of suppressing superttuous notes, grappling
only with real difficulties and allowing the author to have as
înuch as possible of the .scholar's attention.

We have mentioned Cloughi as a comparatively little-
known poet. We cannot attempt now an accounit of the
long poein with the Celtic naine, but venture to quote one of
the shorter poems, which. probably is nlot too well known,
although it is one Mir. Stedman gives in his IlVictoriai
Anthology ;"

Away, haîînt flot thou me,
Thon, vain Philosophy,

Little hast thon besteail,
Save to l)erplex the head,
And leave the spirit dead.

Unto thy broken cisterns wherefore go,
While froni the secret trea.4urc-deptrhs helow,

Fed by the skyly shower
Ani clotids that sink and rest on hil- tops high,

Wisdoni at once. and power,
Are welling, hubbling forth, unseen, incessantly
Why labour at the duil, mechanic oar,

Wben the fresh breeze is blowing,
And the strong current flowing,

Right onward to the eternal shore.
This serieî consi,.ts of fort-v-eight small voluines, well

printed, on coarse, strong paper, 'and neatly bound in a stout
paper cover ; sold ait the modesit price of one penny each. As
already between two and three million copies bave b-een
disposedi of, it il* evident that there are many peol wo
if they cannot, afford to, buy «xpensive books, are glad to get
good literature when it il; broughit witbin tire reach of thre
poorest. It is not our preslent business to moralize upuîn the
power of -literature and the influence of poetry, asi we think
we mlay safely assume that it is a good thing in thi, age of
"penny dreadfulti " and ,,shilling shockers 'l to popularize
the mnaiierpieces of poetic"I literature. Tir( serie4 eýxtenls,

fromn Chaucer to WVillianm 1Norris, author of tire c" Partlilv
Patradise," etc., wbo died a few weeks ago. Mr. Morris %Vas
thre only living p(>et incluided ;the works of recent lOta
Trennyson a~nd Browning, were not îavailabl, onr Reccourir of
tire copyright. Out of the forty.eight volumsl "v<.,i give
s4election#4 from the works of tire foilowing Anierican Jsont.
Loingfellow, EnmerIson, lxowell, l>oei, Blryant, Wîîîttier gillWhuitmn On tilis point, t "0o rernarkos nîay lie tniriad (I)
Il mefenîsi mtrange that Mr. Steivi. who N' j' his wa a 4! rotîglinperiali4t,'' <lid not takc t bis favourabll fPotnî o'
introducing soillecmno Cariafli au Ipetrýy to t'Ili notice,
of English-reailers and <2) ()rit- welnder4 wîat, t1 hIl Inmari
in theî mtrept " wjll makîn 'f Wbitnian, who t4lils hirn

(1, 'i'< ~:~îd, 1896.

How Iîcatifiul aîîd peî-fect are the anjinial,
How perfeet the earth andî the inintitest thîing tioui t.

X iîa s (-alle(i g-ou is perfect, andî wlîat is
(aled bail is just as pet-feut."

Even if the English man cari mîaniage to find either seu8e
or poetry in this, lic cari liardly be expected to enter illto
Whitnian's entliusiasin for the Il Ainericanai ide" 1{oweever
the editor iN quite preparcîl to cblarîpion Whitman and tO

poet "Ilie is iii gotod comipanly.
Amnor, tiiese Il imrnortals "l Shiakespeare i.rprsn

by thee piays and Scott by tîîree poins M vilton by bis
volumes of selections front 'l Paradise Lost" and îîPa;adîS
Ite'airied " I Wordsworthli as twvo volumes, and 80 h
MîaLtew Arnold ;while Byron art(] Burns have one g~Ch'

Tomn 1-100( conitributes Il poeimt, grave and gay,"l aîîd Coleridge
gîves us aiiost ail] of bis verse tiat is of imîportance- Dey'
den, Pope, Grey, Goldsmithî, Keats, Collins, receive due
recog-nition ; anid altogcetlici, consideringl thle purpose Of the
series, tie b)est of Britishî aîid Amîerican poetiC literatur 1e
skilfully Il saiiipied]." Ir, tLiese davsý of Il wornen's right$
soîne of tire fair sex may tlinîk tlat tliere is juSt cause O
coniplaint in the fact tliat only twvo %oluîîies out of forPtt
eightar devoted< tii tlîeîî, arid tliese are îIionopolîzed bY
M r-s. Jlîitiarîs, Mrhs. Brownîing, andl Eliz-t Cook.

At the< risc oif gig too mîuclî sp;ace, to what 500
uîthik a siiia11 m latter, l elcntaîed] to noteOnec

tw(i spca feiLtures of this poptîlar series. OccasionslY h
cîlitor lias hit a goiîd idea t oi' i ristalice, i'i akin theO
tiorjs frontî Cowper suthlcieît Variety lias beeti gîvfl Ilngîn
frontî -Johnr Gilpin to Il'' oi iiovîe. iri a mysterioUS wgy,
aflord a coiiifrclieiisive view of the poctis work, and 8t theO
sa.nie tiiiie it lias liecl foutîd possible to *ncld ail the
of that author oui ariiiials Thius orle section Of the ra
work is corlipiete, arad that olie wbiclî is, likelY tOhllut
îîumanizing influence, andî at tie saine Lime show the ý
poet in a natural and lîcautiful light. Aa, ,b daL~~
Urne of selectioris front Burns is Iudiciu don d at th
enîd of thle book is a glossaî'y of thle miore dificU6ltj 10 in
words ; sucli provision is ab;solutely necessary ifP eo
tic Soutl of Etigland or even the cliildren of Scotch P
iii Canada are to understand and eîîjoy, scotland s9 DVIS0
bard. Very interesting is tîie atteniipt toPO lulaise Of
"Apostle of Culture ;" in tue preface te the fii'st VO Uîoo0,Mattheýw Arnold's; poerîîs we read :"Fe ,w of the nifi~

of the Mastterpiece Lirary have been jue aithOW te
and treribliîig than tlîis, whlîi for thie first le io
poetrv of :Ntatthew Arnold wit.bin the reachl of th~e inago e
Uie People. For Mattlicw Arniold lias neyer beefin 00
a popular poet. Ilc sang to a limiited and etuitured d en,
That audience, tlîougîî few, a<;ppreciatil'e ra he 0$ :o
thusiasitie, and its approval atlb)rds little or n0 indicatol

hiow~~~ th~phîdvres of thjis apostie of culture bb or
ceived by tire literary shiepherul in the Austra&!î1. ile

ice clerk andl the artisani in tie crowded cities. oducbi
volumie crîtains4, besides; Uic selected poelisn an info Wel
evidently written b)v soutîe on ( ldywear
vermcl on the Subict iii wbich the (luestio y o'

Why Arnold lias not hitherto been a popU 1r
and an atteipt i, ade tostate clearly the &f' fra Iter 00

ence " f hs lie ad it e ussage of bi" chre h
thouglît. î.aîcr oni a second volumne e oe
sarie series, eiititicr l" The 8cliola--GipSY 4y0 000 OPISe
and a iale witliin lesýs thin six illofthS <if 2 the 100

Arnioldý's pcînsl, was; rcgarded as evi<Iefce that bhtherto
tude is u-pbln<f apprenîiating 1pOetry which t8eef;
bxeîi rfgarittnî( 116, theî eclivj~e lîuxury le t bîther
We iîîu4t nl llmw irîlîîtlgîý n ~ iuch i littol

lns ae t, lea;si fio-r i 'l i SglrlÏ
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