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THE WEEK.
TO AN APRIL BLUE-BIRD.

The blue sky gazing through the clear air
down
May see itself in thee and rapture show ;
The glad old earth, thy gracious breast
elow,

May =also see in thee her honest brown §

Yet not the blue robe nor the russet gown
Can sweeter charms on thy dear self be-

stow
Than the soft note—thy full heart’s over-
flow—
That clears away the young Year's pinchéd
frown.

Bright as thou art to eye, still brighter seems
Thy beauty, when, half-hid in April's
tears,
The wistful mortal, smiling skyward, hears
( Like elfin carols heard in maiden’s dreams )
Thy airy warble dropping in his ears
And thinks of Love's voice close to rippling
streams.

Plover Mills. Ont.
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THE CRITIC.

ROBERT ELLIOTT.

“It thora b2 a diseiplin2,®” says Matthew
Arnold, “in which th> Americans are want-
ing, it is the discipline of awe and re-
spect.”” That is a eurious choice to make
of the many sorts of discipline of which
to many this continent seems to stand in
neced. But it is very characteristic of the
writer; and it is characteristic too that
upon this one chief thing lacking he puts
no littls stress — indeed the assertion fol-
lows a queotation from Goethe to the effect
that ‘“the thrill of awe is the best thing
humanity has’ :--

Das Schaudern ist der Menscheit bestes

theil.

The essay in which this assertion
oceurs is entitled “Civilization in the Unit-
e States,” an essay well enough konown
to the majority of readers, and one which
has been often enough reprinted and quotr
ed from. To any dweller in North Amer-
jca mnorth o! the boundary line,
the reading of this essay upon the civi-
lization of his nsighbours to the south
must evoke mixed emotions. We are so
closs to that great nation, we are in some
respects 50 much influsnzed by It, its ways
are in so many things our ways, that when
an English critic writes about their civ-
ilization we very naturally are a little anx-
jous to see whether or not his eriticisms
are applicable to ourselves also. Of a
large number of the deficiencies which
Matthew Arnold points to we can be exon-
erated. But can Canada b2 wholly exoner-
ated from the charge o! a want of “the dis-
cipline of awe and respect”? That is
not & question altogether easy to answer.
To expect a whole nation to possess such
a discipline seems in this age of the world
to be uiterly out o’ th2 question, for this is
the age of th2 proletariate, and the prolet-
ariate knows no more of awe or respect
than it does of painting or music. But In
certaln agea of the world, surely, we can
say that there did exist such a feeling;
not perhaps amongst the greater number
— though in Greece at a certaln period of
its history even this might be true — but
amongst a guificint number of those who
were great and influential in the nation
to make it generally true. In Italy at the
timo of the Renaissance surely it was true;
and in France In the closing years of the
monarchy; and in Epgland under certain
of the Stuarts. When, then, Matthew Ar-
nold accuses the Americans of wanting the
discipline of awe and respect, ‘“‘the best
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thing that humanity has,”’ as Goethe calls
it, he l¢ only accusing them of wanting
what In reality every modern natlon wants
—every modern nation, that is, in which
those classes which used once to be refer-
red to as “lower’” have now come to wield
80 poweriul a political influence., If, then,
we in Canada feel that this great critic's
stricture applies to us also, we ecan at
least console purselves with the thought
that neither we nor our neighbours to the
south are at all alone in this deficleney.

But what probably Arnoll really meant
when he used the generic term “Ameri-
cans,” was, that he did not detect In
Ameriea the prevalence or even the exist-
ence of any such discipline even among
those chosen few to whom one might le-
gitimately look for the wielding of some
influefice which would tend to create such
discipline. That probably is what bhe
meant; for no doubt in other lands —and
of other lands there were at least three
which he knew well: England, namely
and France, and Germany --he had come
in contact with many of those who could
and who did wisld such influence.

Looking at it from this point of view
then, we may narrow the question to ask-
ing whether Canada too Is without those
who wileld amy such imfluence for good,
who keep thair eyes fixed on things above,
and do not regard material comfort and
prosperity as the pearl of great price and
the only thing worth striving for. But
this, too, Isa difficult question. If there
are such in any appreciable numbers, it
does not seem that the influence they wield
is very appreciable. The general tone of
cur prass surely—iniinjtely higher than it
is, than that of our neighbours which, ai-
ter all, is not say.ng very much—would be
better if our chosen few took more palns
to spread the light they themselves have
received. Thz general tone of our lile and
manners too, would surely be bettered If
these exerted themselves to widen the cir-
¢le of thelr iunfluence,

To widen the circle of their influence
—that perhaps brings us to the true want
of our own country. That we have men
and women of light {8 undoubtedly true;
that they are m2n and women of light and.

leading is not true; they are content to-

shed that light the one upon the other.
They refrain from leading. That we have
such men and women many & drawing -
room attests ; so do crowded theatres and
concert halls attest when the best plays
and best music are tobe seen and heard;
80 does many a Canadian book and period-
ical attest; and so does the conversation
and manner of life of many a Canadian.
attest. But what Canada surely needs s

that such men and such women should do-

somathing towards spread'nz bryoud th2ir
own circle something of Lthe refinement and
culture which they themselves have at-
tained.

Does any ask how this may be done?
If there were a willingness to do it would
there b2 any necessity of asking ?

CORRESPONDENCE.

DR. HOLMES’' LATEST POEM.

To the Editor of The Week :

Sir,—1I was fortunate in securing from
Oliver Wendell Holmes the original manu-
script copy of his beautiful poem read to
the Superintendents of Schools recently in

. Boston, at the Publishers’ and Authors’

reception. In your copy as printed Iin
The Week sgeveral errors have provok-




