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the oth er hand, the contractor or merchant, or other dealer se

who contributes, and takes care to lot the Minister know M

that hie contributes to the party funds, is, in accordance g

with the principle laid down by Premier Abbott in a p

speech from which we have before quoted, investing that n

money with a viow to future transactions, or in other oi

words offering what is equivalont to a bribe. Ordinarily A

the nice sense of proprrety of a consciontious trustee, in ci

the Government or in private life, should render any sucbh

transaction impossible. But, unhappily, the evidenceP

boforo the Parliamentary Committees lias made it but toob

clear that not ail Ministers of the Crown, and but an t

exceptional few of those who have had dealings with them,p

have that nice sense of propriety. ilence the noed the t

law should become their schoolmaster in ethics. 0f coursea

ail sucli cases as thoso in which a clergyman, or othero

privato individual, lias to choose betwoen buying in thea

cheapest market and offending a friend or parishionor, corneh

in a different category. The man is spending his owno

money and is at liberty to follow his own inclination or1

conscience. We are by no means sure that there may nott

bo cases in which the higher law of the Sermon on thet

Mount may require us te buy in the dearer rather than i

the cheapor establishment.t

NOTHER address to the Queen in which both parties

Aconcurred deais with the question of Canadian copy-

right. The provisions o the Copyright Act that wast

passed two years ago, but which, for want of the assent of0

the Mother Country, lias not corne into operation, are wll8

known, and need not bo rehearsed in dotail. There cani

bue no doubt in the mnd of any one who understands Can-

ada's peculiar position in reference to this matter, that the

provisions of the Act of 1889 are "lsuch as are required in

the interests of the people of Canada." The address adds

that these provisions have not beon shown to be in any

respect unfair es regards any portion of Her Majesty's

subjects. The only part of the Act to which exception

can well be takon iii the provision that if the British pub-

lishor fails to publish the work in Canada within one

month af ter its publication elsewliere, any person domicilod

in Canada may obtain a license, but not the exclusive

right, to publish it, on condition of paying a royalty of 10

per cent. of the retail prico to the author. This can

hardly be objected to by the British author, if hie under-

stands lis own interesta, as it securos to him, in ithur

uvent, as large a return as lie is likely to receive in any

other way. The ruai objector is, no doubt, the British

publisher, wlio would like to have the sole control of the

Canadian market, without bing compelled to publieli in

Canada. But the nucessity of somne snobi provision to

securu justice te the Canadian publishur, under the unique

conditions in whicli lie is placed, must be obvious to any

unprejudiced mind. In any case the day is past when the

ijanadian market for any commodity can be kept as a pre-

serve for the British producur or merdhant. Wu do net

believe that, in this case, the Home Government will be

able to bold out againat the strength of the Canadian case.

Should the event prove otherwise, Canada will hardly

acquiesce without a strugglu.

QOME wise man has ebserved that there are three dis-

~'tinct stages through which every great reform has to

pass on its way te adoption. These are the stage of con-

tempt or ridicule, the stage of sober discussion, and the

stage of popular faveur. Thu friends of Imperial Fedura-

tion have mone reason te hope that their idea, is approacli-

ing the second of these stages. The question lias found

its way into thu great magazines. There is, howuver, one

feature of these discussions which must be rather dis-

lioartoning to any but the mot ardtent believE:rs in the

project. The magazine writurs seem toelie almost ail on

thu sceptical, if not positively hostile, side, and their

lucubrations are, in the main, dovoted to sliowing either

the difficulty or the utter impracticability of the project.

Lord iBrasisey'sa article in the Nineteenth Centuryj is

scarcely an exception, inasmucli as it puts forth as the

immediately feasible part of the sclieme, and that

which demands firet attention, the very proposai which

is; likely to muet witb the most serious objection in

the colonies, espucially in Canada, viz. :that of colonial

aid in the support of the army and navy. 0f course this in

somes shape would bu (Sir Charles Tuppor to the contrary

notwithstandiiig) a first corollary of Federation, but it is

onu which will bear discussion in Canada only wlien the

advantages of the proposed compact shahl have been se

clearly demonstrated that the colonies cannot in con-
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cience declare themsulves unwilling te pay for tbem. hl

ATe de net propose, liowever, te enter just now into the ai

genoral discussion. We refer te the question merely to si

point eut te the advocates of Imperial Federation the E

necessity of agrooing upon at least a few rough eutlines, Bi

or general principles, as a basis for further discussion. i

A. little whilo ago they were constantly met with the 1

criticisin that they had ne tangible sdbeme, since ne onu tq

had attempted te define what Imperial Federation means. t]

Premier Abbett stili urges that objection as an excuse fer 1

riaving ne opinion on the subject, thougli ho saw fit, ina

thie reselution on which wu comment elsewhero, te beave a p

place for the introduction cf preferential customas regula-a

iens, should these bu feund practicable. It must be 9

admitted, hewevur, that of late soveral influential adve-c

cates of Imperial Federation have coru forward witl i

more or less dofinite preposals. The difficulty ils that the 8

leaders seem te bu wido as the poles asunder in thuir 1

opinions as te wbat is desirablo and practicabie. Lord

Brassey, as we have seen, regards as cardinal the very r

thing which Sir Charles Tupper discards. Lord Rose-

berry, prebably the mest influential advecateocf the idea,

in England, gees farther and rejucts the two leading fea-t

tures cf Sir Charles' outline. Ho prenounces both

colonial representation in the House cf Lords, or in the

British Privy Ceuncil, and an imperial custems-union,

impracticable. Lord Roseberry holds that the ques-

tien depends for the present on conferences at troquentt

and stated intervals. Lord Brassey quotes with seeming 1

approval Lord Salisbury's opinion that attendance at sucli

conferences weuld invelve grave inconveniencu to colonial

statesmen, an opinion in which moat coleniste will ne

doubt heartily cencur. And se the discussion gees on,

leaving us fartier than ever, apparently, f romn having

definite proposais te discuss. Meanwhule it seems hard te

resist the force cf Lord Brassey's observation that te

make a united empire we muet have lotI a Zollverein and

a Kriegsverein-both a tariff-union and a war-unin-

whule the way te eitlier is hedged aoross by most grave if

net insuperable obstacles. Nevertlieless iL is, from the

Canadian peint cf view, most desirable that the discussion

bu pushed Le a conclusion favourablu or unfaveurable as

soon as possible. We do net seliow any thoughtful

persen can doubt that onu potont contributory cause te

the lamentable lack cf growth revealed in Lie Canadian

census, is the colonial statue with iLs disabilities.

M! R. GLADSTONE'S article in the Nine4eenth Century

~--wrought eut in a mathematical formula the basis of

lis confidence and that cf the party lielsatis, in a speedy

return te power. His speech aet the recent meeting cf

the National Liberal Fuderation lias the same confident

ring. Lt is, inoreever, ef special interest as setting forth

unmistakably the intentions cf Lhe party in regard te a

number of questions cf home pehicy, Lhough the cabled

extracts give us but littie ef the criticism cf Lord

Salisbury's administration ot the Foreign Ofilce, which

the cerrespondents have beun premising us. Tînt is pro-

bably reserved fer another occasion. First and foremest,

Mr. Gladstone confirme the assurances tînt have beun

from time te time given ly bis lieutenants, that Home

Rule fer Ireland ils stili at the top of the programme. Lt

has indeed fer somu time past been evident that those wlie

lioped that the Parnell quarrel would lead te the indu-

finite pestponement, if net the final alandenment, ef the

Hoe Rulu projeot, were reckoning without their host.

The sudden death ef Mr. Parnell, news cf which lias just

arrived, will probably simplify rather than complicate Lhe

problem, and expedite rather than retard the Home Rule

movement. IL is now clear tIaL the Britai nation is, unless

something unforeseen slieuld coccur to change the wbole cur-

rent cf events, now within measurable distance et an Irish

local Parliament. Whether this means internai peace and

unity, as se many hope, or ultimatu dismemberment and

ruin, as se many fear, the future muet decide. It is net

unlikely that it may mean neither, but just a transference

trom one shoulder te the other cf a burden that must in

the nature cf thinga always bu liard Le carry. Apart f rom

this the Libural programme is net wanting in important

and even startling announcements. Disestablishment in

Wales and Sootland ; paymunt et mumbers of Parlia-

ment; and the Ilone-man-one-voeu" electoral franchise
1may bu mentioned as among the most important. But by

lfar the moat netewerthy thing in Mr. Gladstone's speech,

if Lhe brie( cable extract rightly interpruts its spirit, is hie

1singularly plain language in reference te the House et

1Lords. Hie ominous intimations in regard to what, may

happen in case the Lords take Lord Salisbury's hint anid

ttempt te block the wheels of the Home Rule car, are, 0e

suppose, the Liberal answer to the Premier's suggestion.

Both threats seem, if a colonial onlooker may venturu to

ay o, strangely ill-advised. Both certainly tend 0O

increase the difficulties which heset the course of the

Jpper House. The very fact that the Lords are exposed

to sucli influences-for ne doubt both threat and counter-

lireat are intended to influence the action of the Tipper

Elouse in advancu-go far to show that its usefulness5111

an independent brandli of the national Legialature is at a

pretty low ebb. Meanwhule speculation as to what the

approaohing struggle may bring forth in Britishi politiC5

gives way to wonder at the perennial vitality and vigouir

of the octogenarian statesman. Nover before, probablYi

in ail lte history of Britain, did an uncrowned kinag

on sway the multitudes by the magic of lis voico and

personality. ____

T1FIE Sigri incident lias at last been efficially explaineds

Tthe explanation being in substance that it was muerel'y

an ordinary military manoeuvre on the part of tho Medi

terranean fleet, performed with the full consent Of the

Sultan. This explanation, like that of the Porte touching

the Sultan's concession of the Russian dlaim to send ves2uls

of the Voluntuer Fleot, thougli in reality transporting non

and munitions of war, through the Dardanelles, mnay be

taken for what it is worth. Both are no doubt correct 80

far as tliey go. WVhether there was not in bath incident'

more than appears on the surface of the respective explBnB

tions may well be doubted. -Tho relations in timo, first of

the Turkish concession to the faîl of the Turkish Grand

Vizier, Kiamil Pasha, in consequence, as it was regarded

in Constantinople, of lis too great friendliness to the

British policy in Egypt, and second, of the Sigri mianoeulvre

to that concession, seern too significant to have been the

result of more accident. But be that as it may, the"e

events have tlirown a flash of light on what are regarded

by many as the most dangerous foatures of the Europeanl

situation, so far, at loast, as Great Britain is conoerned,

The resolute werds to which they gave occasion ini tbBt

portion of thu British proe which is bolieved te refle0t

Lord Salisbury's views, and the angry respenses Of the

Russian press on flnding Great Britain stili inflexible 111

lier insistance on the enforcement of the Treaty provision,

which shuta the Russian Black Sea fleet out of thu 1oi

terranean and the Atlantic, reveal a state of feeling which

may, we miglit almost say muet, lead to war betwuefltb

two nations the moment that changed circumstances o

any kind may givu Russia hope of succoss. It jes tye

known how mucli of truth there may be in the rufiouil 0

violations of territory and advance-guard skirmish6s On

the Afghan frontior, but it is certain that the attitude Of

Rusai& in the East is one of perpetual menace and 1>g-

land's one of perpetual vigilance. What is Russia ie

motive in this 1 le it that shu really covets Indiat or

portion et it for itn own sake ? Or is lier persistent suoire

in that direction simply due to the fact t at she rO a

India as the vuinerable beel of thu British Emire, Wh'0b

shu liopes some day to wound as a means of forcing0

Britain to give way in regard to the Dardanelles queotl0».

Assuming, as Russia hersoîf intimates, that the latter

Lhe ruai motive, the grave diplomatic question arige5

wlietlier iL would not be both to the advantage OfGra

Britain and in the interests of European peace te reP1

the old Treaty and give the Russian fooet free acces5 'Oth

Mediterranean and the Ocean liko other powors. t
land's chief aim is no doubt to safeguard lier rouIte

India. But if the freedom of the Dardanelles would sk

away the motive of Russia's designs upon India and ber

liostility to England, the veluntary concession of that free'

dom would be a fur more effectuai safeguarding Of 3rit

interests in India. Apart from this purely selfiei vie

the situation, there can be no doubt tînt iussia'1 exdîundi

from the Dardanelles is a vury groat liardsip to bor1

onu sucli as no other nation would submit to a0

longer than compelled by necessity. The Seetatûr" r01

senting no doubt the view of an influentia an0 coto

Britishi opinion, admits the force cf this vi*ewt "" h
plaine only tat sousks te effect lier purPO f
underhand machinations instead of by stag h

diplomatic pressure. IlWe sou ne wisdonl," do0,

Spectator, Ilin refusing to the Russian nation a freo

cf motion enjeyed by every other Power in the woftbe

would willingly sue the Dardanelles declared Part O.loob

open sua, but that is ne reason for enduring 01rveilt
breacli et laws deliberatuly passed by Europe en

certain dangerous contingencies," There!0 lewoî


