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LJTERARY AND PERÂSONAL GOSSIP.

111E seventh volume cf the transactions cf the Nova
Scotia Historicai Socety is ini the press and wiii appear
early next year.

"lCURIeSITIEs OF TUE AmERticAN STAGE,'» by Laurence
ilutten, just published by Harper and Brotihers, is a nicat
important contribution te the histery cf dramna.

TUE Il Life and Times cf Sir Leonard Tiliey,'> by Mr.
James Hannay, cf the St. Jochu Gazette, ie no wgoing,
threugî the press. Mr. I{annay has aise in preparatien
a new history cf thc war cf 1812.

IT is prcposed te anîlgamnate the Naturai History
Society and the, Histericai Soiety of Mentreai, and by
taking in oeeor twe ether local secieties thus fermi an
influentiai organization with a good ibrary cf Canadian
literature which is sadly wanting in Montreal.

TitE December Quiver has the announcement cf the
naine cf the author cf that much read bock, IlHew te bc
Happy theugh Marricd," whîch we fiud signed to a sketch
f rom is pen ealled, "Eyes Rigît." The 11ev. E. J. H ardy
is hie namne, and hie is chaplain te hIer Majesty's forces.

CÂPrrAiN KiNG'q novel IlBetwccu tIc Lines>' hag won
high praise frcm the foremnost military authcrities in Great
Britain. Lord Welseley, Lord William Beresford and
Generai Futzwy1gramn, ail asecr that Il tie description, in
that nevel, cf the cavalry figît at Gettysburg iâ the nmcst
perfect pieture ef a battie in the English language."

Mit. J. N. LAwIIENcEý,cf St. John, the author cf seme
hietoricai notes cn New Brunswick publislhed under the
titis cf 1, Fort Prints,>' bas jubt eomiLpleîcd a series cf bic.
graphies cf the eid Judges cf the Maritime Provinces.
'The Cheof J ustice and anether icading judge cf New
Brunswick have prcncutnced high opinions cf the histericai
value cf thc werk.

Bv the bye, why did M. Frechette assert recentiy that
lie is probabiy thce niy Canadian whc met Victor Hugo
face te face '1 But that is another stcuy, as Mr. Kipling
says :"lWc are credibly iîîferned that ether Canadians
than M. Frechette have perscnaily ccufrentcd the illus-
tricus Huaeo. Are net mnopelies somietimes as objection-
able as combines1

MR. BLACKBURN HARTE 15 doing active work in the
fleld cf rmagazinie literature in thc United States. We
have obHsrvcd articles over 1118 naineini Th.- Forum, 1%8u
New E,îgla,îd Magazine, TIhe CGemme &nwealtib Magazine, cf
Denver, and in Bllord's Xagazine. fli8 energy wc
understand is te cverlap the year by a Canadian stery te
appear in Drakes, fer Jaauary, 1891.

TiH MeC lure Syndicate, cf New York, has ciugacd
Mr. J. Macdonald Oxley, cf Ottawa, as a regular editorial
centributor te its YouthB> Department wlich appear
simuitaneeusiy ini a numnber cf papers in thie Uited ,-itates
and eieewliere. Mr. Oxley mr>euly won the tirst prize cf
$100 cfièred by this department for the best article on
Heuschoid Gatnes, and bas contributed ether articles and
steries te its source. We cougratulate Mr. Oxicy,

TtiE publi8hers of 8Saturday Niglit deserve great praise
for their admirable Christmas number. Tls letter press
and illustrations are very gcod indeed exeept for the
piagiarismn in the story eupplied by a United States' syndi-
cats and promptly acknowledged te have been publishod
unwittingiy by the 1 rpritcrs cf the paper. The contents
cf thc numiber refleet credit upon the ability cf the cen-
tributors and thec suterprise cf the publi8lers. The sup-
plements are wrthy cf ail praise.

JUDGF MoitsE, cf Amherst, N.S., whc lias cotributed
several historical papers te thc Historical Society cf Nova
Scotia, is prcparing a history cf tIc Ccunties cf Cumber-
land, N.S., and the adjoiuing New Brunswick eeunty cf
Westmoreiand. Thc judge bas ini bis possession, handed
dcwn through four generatione cf bis anceetors, documenîts
and papiers cf great value ceuccruing the hietory cf these
twocoeurities, whese records date farther back and contain
more cf the romance cf history than almeet any cther
section of thc Dominion outside cf Quebe. Among
others is a miap-the cnly eue in existence in Canada--
madle by the Frenchl in the 17th century showing the
villages, road8 and trails cf the isthmus as they sxi8ted
before the English occupation.

Ma. ANDRntw LANG is a sert cf critical Alexander the
Great 8ighing for freel worlds teconquer. Net content
with bis achievernents in the nortîcra hemisphere, le must
neede subdue the scutheru as weil. Hie las contributed a
signed article te a Melbourne journal on IlTwenty Years
cf English Literature." He rcviewe the past twc decades,
and in the demain cf fiction unheitatingly awards the
palm te Robcrt Louis Stevenson. I neyer eau lay down
a book cf lis till J have finished it, se weli dees le telilbis
stery. Whctiîer Mr. Stevenson ean or cares te write a
modern novel cf modemn lifs reunains te le seen. Perhaps
the strain cf the fantastie ini lis geniue is toc strong, and
eue may doubt whether le wili ever draw a lifeike modemn
woman." George Moreditl is refsrred te as having harmed
hie popularity by is"I wilfui obscurity, bis toc eagsr searel
for points and epigranis, sud the icaps and bouuds cf toc
agile a wit.-,Stor.

MR. SIDNEY OOLVIN (says tIe London correspondent cf
the Manchester Examiner) is eorrecting the preofs cf the
new bock whiclhbie friend, Louis Stevenson, las written
at Samoa. Ic is caiied Ile Soutl Seas ; a Record cf
Tîrec Croises,'> and consiste cf a series of letters, each coin-
piste, deaiing with adveutures, economies, cannibaliem,

criticism, ghoets, dancing, and the language, mauners,
morale, and custcms cf the dueky peoples whom the author
lias visitcd, and auîong whom le las eiected te live. Tle
serial publication will commence in England in the new
ilustrated weekly, Black and White, and the letters wil
be prof usely illustrated in that journal with drawing-s made
frcm a mass cf most curieus and novel material supplied
by Mr. Stevenson himself and lis stepson, Mr. Lloyd
Osbcrne, wle is now iin London sapermnitending the woîk.
It is ikely to prove oeeof the most singular bocks cf
travel ever published.

"OVER Tiriaîv YEAiis AGo,>' writcs Mr. J. Cuming
Walters in thc iast number of Igdrasil, "a stranger came
te Cacriecu, and without giviug lus name or stating lis
errand teck up lis abode actheI Haubury Arme, facing thc
Usk, oeeof thceidest hostelries ini the kingdom. 1 Quiet
anîd unobtrusive to a degree,' saîd a local chreuicier, ' le
soon attracted attention frei hie very reserved anîd seclu-
sive habits. Lt was soon reeognized that the stranger was
fond cf long walks, and there was net a hill in tIc neigh-
bourhood up whose sides le did net cdm1, For a tims no

companion or friend scsmied to notice lin, but oecasionaiiy
a letter arriving at the posteoflice was dlivered to irin.
At firsitIch namne attracted no attention, but at iength
'Alfred Tennyson, Eeq.,' inscribed ou successive miss4ives,

seeemed te have a epecial interest fer the local po8tinaster.
Some fcw of thc inhabitauts tili remenuber thc pcct resid-
in- tliers, and at the H{anbury Arins the chair which hie
chiely occupied in hie apartment overioekîng thc Usk is
stili pinted te with some pride." Tcnnyson's visit te
Cacrîcon (urecerded by bis biographers) is important
(says Mr. Waiters), inasmul as it oflers a further exempli-
ficationu cf thc post'e seropulous care in studying details-:

and it adde te tIc interet cf readiîug thc Artlurian 1)ocm.s
te know that le obtaiîîed froni the genies loci both i.spir-
ation and enligteumeut.
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RE'A!)DXGMIS RUOM CURRENT LITERA TURE.

A REMINISCtENCE 0F ViICTHIIJ(O

INEYER sec or hear the nainie cf Victor Hu'go without
feeling a certain remorse that wc could net take lin mors
sericueiy and treat hini more en heros, we Parie studente of
ten or fifteeni cars age. Le pauvre grand htommîe was, on
one occasion, the innocent cause cf the grandest buret cf
Hoîîîcric laugîter that it las ever been my luck te lear.
Wc iîad met at some tlîcatre, 1 forget which, in 1878, te
celebrate the ccntenary cf Voltaire. The students had
been iuvited in a body, and we ratlier mucre than filed the
parterre. Votaire's bust was on the stage, laurel crcwned.
M. Spulier, who was then Gaînbetta>si private secretary,
opeued tIc proecedinge witî a vcry sensible and fairly

loquent speech. Victor I ulgo followcd him with a written
addrese in lis usuai style-lacenie and full cf poetic aîti.
thesis. Poor Voltaire !The eulogy cf him was very fins,
but, frein the Christian point cf view,thîe eulegizcd traite cf
hie charater were weii calculated te condemnn im te abide
in the bottonlees pit ; anîd the theatre muet have reaiized,
as a whole, that le was more likely te le below than above.
Whilc thie was our condition of mmnd, it happened that
M. ilugo, in urging us to do something or other for the
sake of frcsdom, etc., etc., thougît fit to encourage us by
suggestiug the pleasure M. Voltaire must feel. IlIf
you attain te tiis,'> sid thc Peet cf thc Age, witb a sweep
cf hie arm towards tIc ceiling, and a glanes that seeemcd
te pierce througl it, and te thce ky beyond ; IlIf you
attain te this, Voltaire, la> haut dans les astres, sourira."
Wchl, this sudden apotîcosis cf Voltaire-wae teo mucli for
us ; thie marvelicue transition frein Hades te Heaven.
Our laugîter slook the houes and upeet the remaiîîder cf
tIe poet>s speech. Hes could not sep the joke, le pauvre
grand htome.1 J. R. W.

rHIE MYSTIC HOPE.
XVHAT is this mystie, wondrous hop-- ini me,

That, when no star from out the darkness born
Gives promise of the coming cf the mern;

When ail life seems a pathless mystery
Through which tear-blinded eyes no way ean sec;

\Vhen iliness contes, and life grows most forlorn,
Stili dares to, iaugh the iast dread threat to accru,

And proudly cries, Death is flot, shall not be h
1 wonder at myself! Tell me, 0 Death,

If that thon rui'st the earth ; if" dust to dust,'
Shiallbe the end of love, and hope, and strife

From what rare land is biown this living breath
That shapes itself to whispers of strong trust

And tells the lie-if 'tis a lie -of life ?
-Re. Minot .J. Sa cage.

DEGAS IN I115 STUDIO.

ONE mcrning ini May,a friend tried the door of Degas'
studio. It is always strictly fastened and, when shaken
vigorously, a voice cails from some loophole ; if the visitor

bean intimate friend, a string is puiicd and lie is allowed
to stumble his way up the corkskrew staircase into the
studio. There are there neither Turkey carpets nor Japanese
screens, nor, indeed, any of those signs whereby wc know
the dwelling of the modern artist. Only at thc further
end, whcre the artist works, is there daylight. In percu-
niai giceni and dust the vast canvases of his youth are
pilcd up in formidable barricades. Great wheels 'oelonging
to lithographic presses - iitbography xvas for a finie one
of Degas' avocations-stiggest a printing office. There is
much decaying sculpture-dancing girls modelied in red
wax, soins dressed ini muslin skirts, strange dols-Jois,
if yeu wil,but doils modelicd by a mnan of genius. Degas
was anxious for breakfast. He permitted his visitor te
glance at thc work in pro 1ress and hurried him away te
meai with hiim- but flot in the café. Degas hias lately
reiinquished lis café and breakfasts at homte in an apart-
ment in the Rue Pigalle, overlooking a courtyard full of
flowering chcestnut trees. Like white candies the biossomns
stand amnid the shadowy enclîaîtnient of the Icave8.
Chiestnut trees flowering in the May Sunlight of a court-
yard-how characteristically Parisian! As thcy entersd
the zÀp ,rtment the eye of the visitor was caught by a faint
drawing in red chaik, piaced upon a sideboard ; he went
straiglit to it. Degas said: 'l AI),look at it! 1 bought it
oiily a few days ago; it is a drawing of a female haud hy
[tigres ; look at those finger-nails, sec how tlîey are indi-
cated ! ibts îny idea of genius-a mîan who finds a
hiand so loveiy, se wonderful, se difficuit te render that he
wjhl shut Iimnself up ail his life, content to do nothing eise
b ut nd icate i uger nails. "- broin Degas ite pIrnp)e8sienist,

1)y George Moore, in The Jlayazinc of/ A n.

M XRVELS 0F SUIIGERY.

Se life be left ini our bodies, no inatter if they be
hacked or hewed or ,uaimned or broken, the surgeon wili
set hopefuily about the work cf repair. The process of
grafting animai tissue is new carried to sudh extent that
the deficiency cf eue creature is made good by taking a
piece or part cf anotior. A disiguriug birtlh-mark on the
face cf a child was recently neatiy cut away, and a patch
of skin taken fromi the arm cf the, mother was trans-
piantcd te, cever the wouud. A man se frightfuily burned
as to lose the greater part cf lus epidermis was succesa-
fully rt -coverecd witi, frog skin. R-ecovery wili have a
double mcaring hienceforth fer imii. Oculists have taken
the cerner frcm the eyes cf rabbits, cats and dogs, te
replace and make the vision cof human beings. That won-
derful fibre, the nerve, lias aiso yielded itscif te the skil-
fui touch cf science. The. nerves may be patdhed and
pieced. The ncrves cf brutes have been successfully
joined te the stumps cf scveredl nerves cf nmen. Baldness
may be cured by grafting. A New York physician hias
recently rcpaired ravages cf this kind by first taking
grafts fremi the patient's own scalp, where tinie lad sparcd
bis lccks, and afterward eking eut the supply by portions
taken froin the head cf arother person, deubtless select-
ing hair cf the proper colour. ',These graf ta wers eut up
by means cf a punch, and inccuded ttenly the thickness
cf skin, but aise suboutaneous tissues bencath, which left
themr fully a quarter cf an inch thick. Holes correspond-
îng in size te those ieft after the removal cf the grafts
were, cf course, made in the scalp for their receptien. Al
the grafts united well, withcut suppuration or untcward
resuits, and bore hair luxuriantly." Even the hones,
whcre tley have been splintered by accident or dsstroyed
by disease, may be replaccd with better boues and beceme
incorjîcrate with the complete osseous structure, la the
liglit cf such surgicai achievement the mystericus creatien
cf weman in the Garden cf Eden baces a part cf its incem-
prehensibility. The hurts and ailments cf aur peer
humanity are helped and hîcaled with a skili that
approaches magie. As Prospero could set hie goblins at
work te grind the joints cf lis ensmies with dry convul-
sions, and te sherten their sinews with aged cramps, se
the geed magicians cf the scalpel can ncw unde the demo-
niac werk cf the gebline, who apparentiy have neyer ieft
off grinding msn's joints and shertening their sinews. In
tIsse days cf wcnderf ni scientitie discovery the surgeon
easily kesps step with advancing knowldge.-Philadel-
phia Record.

PAIN and pleasure, like light and darkness, succeed each
other.-Sterne.
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