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The line, Ilexcept the Laureli that is ever greene,"
refers o Edmunti Spenser, then known as the Ilnew
poet," but now known as el the peets' peet." Webbe, in
lis "fDîscourse of Englishi Poetrio " (l1586>, bestowed the
laurel on Spenser, Ilwho, if noV only, yet, in my judg-
ruent, principally deserveth the title of the rîghtest poet
that ever 1 read." Anti Bisliop Hall, in oeeof bis satires,
say4:

D are-, oncue t,, clinlate,. î,h le-Alr..leisg

V jebdIll, tht Iuirel I g.aldye Ihave 1.t
AIse Barnetieltl, iii tue sonnet once attributeil o 8hkes-
peare, speaks cf Spenser as bis favourite peet.

Spenser is esteemeti by sonue eritics as the finest sonnet-
writer anterier t ,'o Shakespeare. 1lie was undoubtedly the
most tiaring, foir he first wrcto sonnets iin blank verso, thon
lu the style cf Surrey, andi finally inventetl a forni of bis
own, whicb Leigh1-hit thouglit less hîappy than Vbe
[tallai- style. Sponccr wrele about niirety sonnets, niostly
lu bis cwn ninner, thie peeulîaxity cf whichi is that the
last rbyineoec tIquatrainm supplies the' irst ihyme Vu tbe
next, andthte wbole is closeti witlî a couplet. One cf lus
con teniperaries was Glabriel 1[Iarvoy, who was ini the cri ical
batties cf those days a prominent figure, andt tough bis
writings are little knewn except for ridicule, ho was highly
thougbt cf by Spenser, wlîo atidresseil the following son
net: To the iight Worshipfui, uny singular (bod Frient,
M. (Gabriel Hlarvey, Doctor cf the Laws.

I Iaivey', the happî y al,îove bapieist m,ue,
Ii-al, that, sittin, ~like a.1 ''o ker-,o
tOf tljs w,,rI,'s ,taý,',e,,,st note witlî eîitiv -oîn
The s-hlar-,l) iaiikes, of caehcond,1,1itioni
Anîd, as oe e ax-eles of suspqicion,
Ne fawnest for itie favour- of thue ,reat
Ne fearest f,,ljsh reprehiension
O f faîlty mien, ivhiich ,laiir ti thîe thueat
lint freo]y dost, of what tlîee list, enti-eat,
Like a great lord of îeerIess liberty;
ILifting ,the g i)upte high Iinour's seat.

Anîd the evil dauuning ever mior-e te die;
For life and> leath is in thy ,lo,,,ofîl xî'itîing4
So th y ueno wn lves c e,- i y ejditi ng.

Thle sonniet is tiateti anti signet as fcllows " I)îblli,
this 18 cf J uly, 1586. Your tevoteti frieîîd duriug lhfe,
Etimunti Spenser." But life andi teath was net always at
Uie commiand of Master Gabriel Hlarvey, for lu 1580 lue
commentied nine coneties written l)y Spenser, anti tried
ho dissuade hlm frein writiîug I"The F~aerie Queen."

MoI st of 5penser's sonnets were the offspring ef love
-buitlis " Amoretti " are not so warm with passion as Chiose
cf nany cf bis conteuiporaries, altbougb cluoice anti elegant
anti full cf fiue linos anti images. The conceit of tbe foi-
lowiiig s coîn mon with the peets cf bis day, wbose de-
votion te their mistress was supposedti t overslatow all
other eartbly andt (if we are te believe soine of tiein)
heavenly desire. Oif course the înistrtiss cf their poehie
ilitilliacy was seldoîtu the sharer cf tluir prosaic tloiiiesicity.

1 Fappy, ye leme4! twhien as thiose lily lans,
XVhic>, hohd ,ny life in, thei r deat-,ling iiglt,
Shall handle yoti, and hl, in ,lo es sft laus
L ike capltives tremhling at the victor's sight
Anti happy liues! on xhichi, Nith 4tarry lighît,
'lh,,se lamiing eyes wil leign s,)netioes to lo ok,
,% id reah the soi rowxs ,of loy lying apriglt
Written Nvith tears in heart'-, clse.tIeeIiug bo
And happy rimes!hîthed il, the sacr-cîlbrook
oflielicon, whience she deriv,-d it;
WVIen ye ieh,,l, h tît Augel's blessed look,
1%Iy eto's long-lackd fo<,d, inu', leaven's blils,
Leaves, Iiies and<lrimes, seek lier t,î pIease 11>0e,
WhVini if ye fleine, 1 cnue for other none.

The second lino is emilently Shake8pearian in its con-
struction anti pctcncy. The phrase, "ldeatl-doing inight,"
romintîs one of Shakespeare's Ildeati-kiiling oye." fiLily
liants"~ occurs i Shakespeare amud ether poets cf the
periot. "Those lamping eyes" la an expression cf imi-
perishable beauty, andi the lino, Il Written witl tears ini
leart's close-hleeting bock " puts very terseiy anti prettily
ai luage oftonu4use by tlue love-sick peets cf bis day.

Spenser's peema, however, were noVt estinedti o le
pieasing only Vo the object cf bis affection. Sir Walter
lZaieigh lias left on record an eulogy which is in itself a
imatchloss masterpiece cf fine fancy. It is one of many
panegyrics passet on the literary ativentures cf hlm whexn
Lowell has happily christenet "the Don Quixote cf poets,"
ant igi quaintly entitlet Il"A vision upon this conceipt Of
thue Faery Qucene." 1t was printet lu 1590 with the first
tbrcee books cf the noble pocîn. Tt will be noticedt tat
[taieigh employed tlie thîree quatrain forin, but lie steppet
r'ight eut cf the leaten track cf eulogy anti struck a bronîl
path for hiniself by the splendid xassing cf strong images
Dean Churcl cahîs 1h " a fine but extravagant sonnet"'
bput it is probably the grantiest sonnet written before MiI-
ton dippet bis nigbty quill in in k. LeigluIlHunt says that
after'reating it, li spite cf structural teficiencies, "1n0
impression romains on the ii but that cf triumpbant
force."

1It wili be reinemnieret that Raleigh bat mot Spenser
in Irelanti, anti that the admiration cf the great menflwas
mutualis attestet botb by this sonnet anti the reference

"Y Spenser o Raleigh as "Uice Shpherti f the Ocean."
The sailor persundedth îe peet to go Vo London anti publish
h.fi Faery Queene.

Methnîght I saw the grave where Lauira aY',
Within that temuple where the vestai laine
Was wont to hum ;anti lissing by that way
To see that huiied ,ust of living faîne,
Xhose tonih fair Love and, fairer Virtue kett,

AIl sudttenly 1t4au%, the lFuery Quen,
At whose approaueb the sou> if Petraruhi ,ept;
Antd foni thenceforth thcee g races weue net seemi,
For tlîey this Quicen attented; in whose stead
Oblivjon laid lim down oi Laira's uearse.
Jiereaitlue hardest stones wvere ccix t,, bleed,

-- And gu-niltof uriel1 ghî,sts the heavens did pierce,
Where Heme'g spright titi tremble ail for grief,

« And cureed the acceus ot 1hatScleâtial thief.

TPHE WEEX.

A relation anti febow-saiior of Raleigh was Sir Arthur
Gorges, wbo, like many cf Eugiand's flgbters cf that ine,
occasiouually laid dowxn the swrdtot pick up thcelion. This
iiterary seaman was a Latin scholar, but a poor rbymer,
anti transiateti Lucan's IlPharsalia " into octcsyliabic verso,
whiciî was publishet lu 1614 witb a conumentatory sonnet
by Raleigh. The ring cf it 18 nuaniy anti intepeudent ; it
strikes the keynote cf truc poetic impulse, anti affortis such
a crushing condemuation cf literary servility that it may
well be reati to-day wben iiterary cooksbcps are filleti witlî
thîe nauseous steani cf praise. Trhe sonnet is s0 cleverly
constructeti with subtie allusions Vo the lives cf both Lucan
anti the translater cf bis best work, as woll as an bontest
admiration cf their bof ty claracters. Il is aise written in
the three-quatrain stylo

'ro 'ueR TRANSLATeS.

Slat ei icau liIthet tuth , i,, lea8e the ie I ,
hIfe had heen to', îuuwrthyoïi thyPe,,,îc,
XVho île, ceoluglut, ,î,,r cveu- tardt l i he'
Býy tlatteuy, oru seelkiing worthîesse men,,.
For -thiîs thonu hast I el'iîs' bIut et tilte en-,
lit, heaiitifie li-less-e fl ,ithose w,,ids il,.
Heceî ,'dl li j ut aId ii religions ;aue
'I'higii th,î,u last bîlh 1) , tlu, :îubeau-si. thenuî t,m,
Cjiange ,ut; to chlange tîy fort, me 'tis t, late:

WVh, %vith iluiuxuîy îaith res,,Ives t,'dye,
AMay prttiiu'e to i,,,seîfe a Iastiuîg state,
'ihcIuigh îuîts gni-at, yet fi-ce fu, ns iufauu',

%vehwas un y Iw'îau., vii i i, ot,, iruanslate-
\atuite tIy , [ se Ike l.leair-,> I id ei',at,.

LONDO)(N LE'fTER.

AMoNG my corresponteuice cf tluis inorning 1 fuît aAletter written by a sprightly ycung gentleman acting
li the capacityofMarslîal or aida--de-camp Vocte cle fth
Assize 1utuges, whichl btter couains s4oxmany cîlîlbits cf
infornmation that I chose Vo eopy il here.

lDurhîamn Castie, wlîerc wo are now, iH n superb place,",
lie writes, Il full cf tapestry, tleuut bisluops, Jacohean lire-
places, anus, Nornman piliars anti chests cf black oak.
There are iuany brcati shallcw staircases, anti oIt iron
lnnips fixeti against the rubbie wails of the keep. 1It's the
xîîost interesting comnination cf castle, bishop's palace anti
university ; quite splendid. Tliere are lonug terraces
andi sc-aps cf gartien, wltlm Juut rouui foi' a tennis-court;
anti a buge hall, witlî a dais, axud Cann's portraits, anti
long mcîîrnful Spaîuislu saints, brouglît froxnt Spain b)y the
fiery Poherborouglu. The truinpeters bicw, andi the lotige-
keeper clangs the ancit'mt bishop's bell, andtihle aleriff
contes i andt takes us te the Cathedral aeross the Palace
Green just outside, ant Illîe organ plutys 'GJet Save tbe
Qucen ' as we go up the aule, anti oh! a Marshal's life is
vexy liard!

IWben the Principaiity was breken up lu 1836 (there
were forxuîrly Prince Bisbops) aIl sorts cf spientbour cf
furuiture andt pictures were soit for absolutely nothing,
anti the txnost port, over whicb G-, whîo olt mie, nearly
cructi, went fer a shillinîg a bottle! The university bcugbt
it for thxe ortinuary drinking of the students. ' Think eof
it,' sait G-, anti was quite silent.

"Inu Newcastle 1 fount the bouse front. wlich Bessie
Surtees elopet wihh Elden, a fine Jacobean place, with
innumerable windows, eut cf one cf wblch, marketi witlu
a pane cf blue glass, the yolung lady climbet. Colling-
wood was born there, Neiscn's ' noble ifoibow,' (there's a
cenohapb cf hlm by Rossi, very liat, anti a fine Flaxmnan
cf Matthew White Ridley lu thei Cathetirai), anti I camne
on Bewick the engraver's cottage, soliti tark stone with a
plaque fixeti on the wall.

Il Yestertiay i frightfui ain, wo went Vo Auckland-
the inn we luncheti at wîus the Pharix ; *wo saal have
hashes,' saiti the Jutige-ant saw the chapel wbere Cosin,
great Archbishop cf the Restoratioîu, lie buriet, wbo wa,
vory angry because be neant Vo bc the irst put there, anti
lis brother-unlaw forestalled i hm. At Oshaw, foundeti in
1806, a coilego for priests, we saw St. Cuthbert's ring;
at least some- say it isn'V bis ring, being thirteenth century
wcrk. They pait fer soume reliics a thousanti pounts Vo a
Neapolitan family luntiificulties, bones tiet up in ribbons
liko britecake or stuck over with paper rosettes ike tho,
xîîeat at h ristmuas. 1,ong, frosty corridors, hung with
(iatliolic prints anti Doré engravings, anti aring theni
Frith's Ramusgate Sauts, beadtVo the Cbapel. Custs cf
incense came sweeping past evei'y mow andtihion.

'lAt Newcastle, oui. final ceremony was the presen a-
lion of a Carolus Vo one cf the .1udges, anti a J acoh>us ho
the other by the Mayor* anti Corporation. lu thxeoloI days
the Mayor was beundti o give the jutiges safe escort Vo
Carlile. Thon ho gave them mnoney Vo buy tiaggers ; andt
now, these broatis, as tbey are êalled, aire thte latoat inno-
vation cf the oIt customu3.

" By the way the 3 umige hlîs me the bar wig is file
ortiinary mourning wig cf the tinue cf Queen Anne. Th,
Bar went into nourning fer lier Maesty, ant i ave nover
conte out 1

"tlere's a ghost story for you : Wben Father Matthew
was firet a priest ho lbai a îittîe rooni over the chape],
where ho usedtVo sjeep. (ne night very laVe, tiret wltlî
wcrk ail day, ho was ccming eut of the confessionai after
silent prayor, where ho saw xnysterioms lights, anti beard
xîysterious muusic, andItol! bis prodeceasor, deat cf course,
came out cf the vostry in full mass flg, anti, bollcw-voiced,
demandecl wiu wouît hîelp hlm te serve the mass? So
Father Matthew assistet, andti hey titi the mass together
solemuiy,. anti the gbcst tolt tho. trembling priest how ho
had corne back Vo eartb because of chapel work uuuacconu-.
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plisbed, and masses flot duly sung, and further commanded
Father Matthew to take up thie teikiperance cause and
neyer leave it; which lie did, and always told this tale of
1mw be first began.

IlAnd what do you thinik of this'? A man tried for
the murder of a child was tlefended by Armstrong, who
afterwards came to great eminence. A worsted bail was
founri in the possession of the, iurderer. The grand-
mother swore it was the child's. Armstrong should have
said notlîing and loft it hCo the jury---an orflinary hall,
getiY en ad -in a inan foi thiat!--but lie got up and
Cried eut triumipliantly, 1 This is it, imn't it 1 C(ommon
bail enougli, every cliilti lias one, and so ou.' The grand-
niother ramlbled on, hlaf talking to herseif. 1 Yes, J inj
made ià for ]lir, anti wound it round kt bit of Bible in the
middle.' ' Sh! saidth te J udge, th(e only tuait who hourd
lier mutttering ; malleelber repeat it ; and hlthe b lal[
unwound ini court. ' Thore's a miani's life on that,' lie saiti
ta the Marshal, whien ait the endi they caime on a pieee of
bock-cover withliIloly Bible printidonl 11iC, foritîiîg (lhe
heart. And the juan was launge(]."

In lbow manv ways dIo <iray andti Ftz(4 eralci ricscrn bicý
each other ; in tlîeir quiet studieus lives, Cheoir eîgrossing
love of literature, their tender feeling for t hose frientis
and workers in the world of wliose successes they were so
keenly synipathetic. Ilie îever spoke out. ('ray's ouclî
ing epitapli, writteni by Dr. Xarton, whoii Matthew
Arnoldi quotes in lus charming essay, is suitable for Fitiz-
tCerald, tee. (Of their work, the quality of wlîich was
unhike, neither of thi ever willing-ly miade miention. [lad
they livet ini the saine years (Àray-lodgiigiýin a eloisteî'
wliere, according to Boisettini, le quinzième diècle ''vi
pas encore dénénagé-would, 1 ain sure, of ton have loft the
panelled Poterbouse rooni decorateti with the rope-ladder
(you recollect the false alarii which matie the peet jiiigratec
to Pemnbroke Hall 1) Vo visit 0Id Fitz iu his I' subtiri
grange." Tlieir volumies of lethers shoulti stand side hîy
mille in tie library. IWrei eacli we leariu exactly what we
want to know of bis own life, and thîe simple stery is tolti
in a fashion that is touclîing indeed Vo the outsider whîo
listons to the refineti geutle tones of these liermit seliola.s.
Gray occasionally went up to London, to sveclis odJes
through theiIl Strawberry 11i11 Press," may bo, alid to
hear the ightingales in the Straxvberi'y 11111 0artieis, or
ho journeyed about Eng1and, always glad to return to hue
quiet of Cambridge, Vo lis lonely lifo and lis lîek.s.
FitzGerald would have stayed on ini tjk I teyear
hati bis frientis alloweti it, with the (loves abolit Iis
windows and the lugger Ilcon the saIt road bhetweeii tIi,
trees, caled Bewdsey Ilaven."

As one rends on one fintis IitzOlerald uiakiiîg iinistakea.,
somnetinues that are flot a littie perplexing. lie is "iiiit,,
certain Richartison (witli al bis twaddle> is better iliaî
Fielding,ant astoîiishinig stateiuerit. lie cares little foi
Miss Austen wbo Il neyer goes ont of the parlour," thougli
hie sîxares bei' affection for Crabbe, that dull rhyiiig
story-teller. At first he cannotlike "Peiudenini,"aud wii all
knôw bis, opinion as Vo "lAurora Leigb," andi womian's work
generally. One couid quote adozen instances wheie lis
judgment is ait fanît, the reason being, 1. rhink, that ho i4
oftener governed by the beart than the beai. IBooks lie
reati and loved wben hie was young, in tbe firat quarter of
the century, he read at tbe end of bis tiays witb an immaense
adm~iration, andi welcometi in bis old a ge tbe beroes anti
beroines witb preciseiy the saine enthîisiasin as when tirlic
Vbey were matie known Vto him, fifty years before.

ciAnti before the day was closeti Dandie 1intmont
came into my roont on bis visit to younig Bertraiu iii
Portanferry Gýaolhousîe." FLow nuany tumes during Fitz-
Gerald's life titi be fot greet Dandie Dinniont. Dandie
Ditunout anti a score of others of that brave Scotch nationi
witb wboma (pace Leslie Stephen> one bias spent tlîe
bappiest hours before (anti even afteir> one knew sttico
from marbie. Those kind eyeii coulcl tint 1no fault iii
work that had given pleasure. WiselY lie took lus olîl
friends anti old books to bis beart witb their nistakes and
sbortcomings, wbicb bie neyer knew, with aIl the good
qualities about wbicb be was never tiret of thinkiug.
The tactful sympathy of the sby Suffoelk recluse for tiiose
few great men wbom it was bis privilege Vo cal bis friendH,
the great unaflectet affection for those deat writers wiîoîî
lie knew se well anîd about whoma lie 8poke 4o often, Vbüe
things nuake this buntile of ]*etters quitu 'lrlightful readint,
flawless in their excellence.

1V lias beeîîniuch the fashion auiongst a cer-tainu set,
to praise and quote FitzUÀeralt's translations (whiclî Rossetti
lirst, found in 1861 hitdeiu away iin the Fourpenny Box oit
a bookstall) of the poonus of that Persiani poet, astrologer,
and tentmaker, Ove" wlîoin yoîîîug Mr. McCartîy lias just
been rhapsodiziîîg. But in the fut-are, hitztieralt wili not
lie reiembered se mîîuciu for Vliat work ovem' whijc lile %vas
so conuîentably mîotiest (if you, a minnow, live 'vitli Tritons,
you inust ho insenîsible enougli if you are muet conscious of
your own littieneas) as lue will be for the scores of cbarmiing
scenes which lie bas skilfully drawni with l bs leisulely
tielicate peu. Does iV please you Vo Ibeali of Teuinysoiu and
bis magic music, of Thackeray-bis littie clîild dies again
in these pages, that iinimortal little ebild wlîo lies enshrined
in its cratile in The Great H-ogarty Diaionti-of the good
Barton diining witb Sir Robert Peel, of (Carlyle ai dlths
seaî'cb for hurnan bones on the Naseby hattie-fildît Otf all
these thinga and iany more litzUeraiti lias time ho speýak
in the pleasantest mnanner, lus words remiuiting oite new
anti again of tbat great lauguage, those dear accents, loarnt
froinbim who wrote of "Vanity F'air."

Wbat a grief Vo this "peaceable maii," as CJarlyle calls


