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ing the release of the Canadian vessels unlawfully captured

by the United States' cruisers in Behring's Sea?' There 1

seems no reason to doubt that the moment a semblance of1

order was restored in Hayti reparation wouid have been i

made. Ail the iaws of chivairy demand extreme forbear-

ance from a giant towards a pigmy. But chivairy and

magnanimity do nlt seem to be specialiy characteristic of

great republics, or indeed of great nations under any form

of government.

T 11E fact that the new Russian loan lias been enthusi-

astically taken up in France, after both London and

Berlin had refused to touch it, is one wliose politicai sig-

nificance can scarcely be overestimated. More than three

times the amount asked for, 100,000,000 francs, was

promptly subscribed, amidst the greatest entliusiasm.

That the investors were actuated soiely by financiai con-

siderations it is impossible to believe. The incident points

unmistakably to a growing eympatliy between the two

nations, far removed as they are from each other in politi-

cal methods. France does not forget lier bitter humilia-

tion, and is ever iooking forward to a day of revenge.

iRussia finds in Oermany and the Triple Alliance an exas-

perating chieck upon ber amibitions desig-ne, and will not

be slow to appreciate and accept so unmistakable an over-

ture. Who can tell wliat 1889 lias in store for the con-

tinent of Europe?î

ITIT the refusai of the Frenchi Chamber of Deputies

VIto consider tlie bill postponing the payment of the

Panama Canal Company's liabilities, and the consequent

coliapse of the company, ends one disastrous cliapter of tbe

listory of tliis Herculean enterprise. Had M. de Lesseps

confined limself to sounder and honester metliods in at-

tempting to raise the enormous amount of capital required,

lie would have liad tlie sympathy of the world in bis down-

faîl. As it is, tliat eympatliy wili be better bestowed upon

tlie 850,000 shareliolders and their farnilies, to many of

wliom the failure of the company means, doubtlese, finan-

cial ruin. There is some reason to fear aise that tlie Re-

public itsel! may be invoived in tlie same ruin. The eliare-

liolders' extreniity may ha Boulanger's opportunity.

Already, it is eaid, a dangerous agitation ie springing up

in the Provinces, and the loud-mouthed denunciatiofi of the

action of tbe Deputies, by Boulanger and bis journale, sliow

that he je only too ready to seize the occasion by the forelocir

and turn iLto mischievousaccount. Dispassionate observera

can but commend the refusai of tbe Chamber to involve

the nation more deeply in tbe ruinous affair. The Govern-

ment's fatal mistake was in iLs pravious endorsement of

the Lottery Schema. The future of the canal iteel! muet'

be well-nigh hopeless. Anothar company and anothar

huge lottery are talked of, but the sufferîng peaeantry are

net likely to put their emarting handa a second ima into

the ire. whie any Governmant whicli slould undertaka te

complete the project wouid find itself in danger net only

of bankrupting the nation, but of coming into fatal conflict

with the Monroe doctrine of the United States.

ED UCA TION.

"w1 E have now got to educate our Masters," said the

SHonourabia Robert Lowe, wlien Lord Derby's or

Mr. Disraeli's Reform Bill had become law. It would

probably bave been baLer if iL liad bean possible to educate

them bafora tliey became masters ; but, at any rate, the

sooner that men wlio bave the power of determining the

government o! a country tbrougli tbe ballot box, get a

Jemail measure of intelligence, the btter it wili be for them-

selves anditlie minority wliom they govern.

Cartainly there is no lack of education, at the present

moment, in any countries whicli are open to the influences

of modern civilization. How iL may be in Russia, no one

can be quita sure. Russia is comparatively unexplored;

and those wlio have visited parts of iL give us sucli different

accounts that one can only believe that the one set of

reports muet ha drawn up by Russian officiais and the

other by nihilias. But in Great Britain, in Franc~e, ini

Germany, in Holland, in Italy, education je crtainly not

neglectad.
Perliaps tlie chef defact of modern educatioflal systeme,

as far as the poorer classes are concerned, is tbat we

attempt too mucli. We try to give tlie chldren too muci

information, or perliape rather, information on too many

subjects. What je realiy wanted by ail classes is neota

great accumulation o! facte, but the power of gain 1n

information, the habit of thinking witb some approacl te

accuracy, tlie formation of orderly, methodical habite of
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of doing a littia arithmatic, would reaaly form a mucl nE

better equipmant for the business o! lifa tlian je posessed n(

by many wlio hava been educated in a more pretentious n(
and sliowy mannar. t

But it je not se mucli of thesa mattars tliat wa ara

tliinking, aithougli indeed these simple statemants involva ch

principias whicli lie at the foundation of ail riglit aducatien. in

We ara thinking raLlier of aducation as a process wliicl isjew

for ever being carriad on as long as wa liva, uniase we ara w

contantad Le forget our actuai mental andowmants and th

intelaectual attainments. The subject bas been suggested nE

te us by an address delivered, saime ime back, aL theaia

Chautauqua assembly, by Profassor Henry Drummond, t,

Lha well known autlior o! Natural Law in Spiritual Life. ol

Thara are aie important truths brouglit ent in that ni

address, and tha bre are semae statemant4 wbicb in our judg- ai

ment, are ither defectiva or exaggerated. In any case, il

tha subject je o! perennial importance, and we may as wal

make aur contribution te the discussion, ci

Mr. Drummond remarks witb perfect rutb that, ei

aitliough a man may ba tee old te cherisb the hope of I

becoming a scholar in tlie taclinicai sense o! tlie word, ha t]

je neyer teeoid te bacome an educated man. IL je neyer n

tee late, tharefore, te begin an educatien, that is Le say, iL it

je neyer tee late te undartake tlie training o! the mi, te a

introduce order and discipline into iLs action, te give iL î

iglt modes o! working, and ta previda it witb sucli stores t,

o! information as may be nt.cessary and usteful. 1

The lecturar ramarkad quite truly that "loeao! tha

greateet enamies te seif-aducatien je excessive modesty or 1

distruet of on's powers." Sucli a statement, aithouglie

bardly credible te many, we bpliava te a e trictly true. If E

meet e! us spoke eur real sentiment, wa sliould say that i

concit and seeisufficiency woe the greateet bindrancas te t

knowiadga and Le the labour wbicl isj the condition o!

knowiedge. The fact is that conceit je a censpicueus vice, t

wharaas shynees and self ditruet ara unobtrusive. Wa 1

balieve that a great deal o! tha nagiact o! study whicl isjex

put dewn te letli, miglit propariy ha attributed to want e!

!aitb in on's ewn poware. No deubt sleth je a vemy

power!ui negativa factor (if sucli expression can healahowad)i

in human achiavament ; but vary !raquentiy siotl isj notli-

ing lsa than the paralysie that comas fromn a sense o!

inability.
To young or te eld, Le these at echool who are preparing

for their work in the worid, Le those who bava ia!t echool1

and feal that iaey hava brouglit very littIa away witb tbam,1

te ail and eundry we would say, Have semae faiLli in yeur-

salves, baieva that aducation je possible for you, althougli

you may have te work for iL; iL je worth attaining and iL

je attainabia. Wise masters o! tha spiritual lifa declare

that thare are many more seule ruinad by daspair than by

prasumption. In a naw world, wliara the majority seeam

se full o! confidence, thase principies may saem inappli-

cable. Lot us net ha quita se sure. The look o! confi-

dence may oftan ha the cevering whicl isj cast over the

feeling o! distruet and foreboding.

On oeapeint Mr. Dru mmond is guiity o! axaggeration,

parhaps uncenscieus, but certainiy reai. IL je where ha je

pointing eut the very important ruth that the disciplina

gainad in the pursuit o! knowiadge le more valuable than

the particular items o! knowiadge acquirad. This is quite

true, and Mr. Drummond quoteaie excellant remarks

o! Sir W. Hamilton on tb9 esubject ; but ha gees bayond

this position, se as almeet te deciare Lliat we do net care

and naed net came for the particlilare of knowledga at ail.

Sir William Hamiiton's words ara these : I"The quas-

tien-ie trutli, or je the mental exor'cise in tha pursuit o!

trutli the superior end '-ij perliape the meet curieus

probiem in the whola compase o! philosopliy. At firet

siglit iL seeme absurd te doubt that truth isj more valuable

than iLs pursuit ; fer je net thie te say that the end je lese

valuabla than the means î-and on this superficiai viaw je

the prevalent misapprehension !ounded. 4. liglit consid-

eration will, liowavar, exposa the !aliacy. Knewledge is

aither practical or speculativa. In practical knowledge iL

is avidant that trutl isjenet the ultimata end ; for in that

casa, knowladga je, ex hypothesi, for the saka o! applica-

t tien. In epeculative knewledge, on the aLlier hand, there

may indead saam greatar difficuty; but furthar reflection

1,wiii prove that speculative trutli is oniy pursued and je

0 oniy lield o! value for the sake o! inteilectuai activity."

hThese thouglits ara net unfamiliar te any wlio hava

Ytheuglit much on sucli subjacte. We express themn in many

a ways. Wa say, for example, that "lthe chasa e i wortli

g more than the hare." But Mr. Drummond gees tee far

0 when hae sys that the hama is wortli nothing. Il'Our idea

)f is," ha saye, I"that we want the knowladga itself. In

ýg reality wae wish ne euch thing." This je mucli tee strong.

Lt It ie quite true that rnany men study fmom mare 'restless-

ss, many f rom the love of the exorcise;, but if thare woe

lot tlie conscioue pursuit of an end, and if tbat aad ware-

lot regarde~l as o! valua, tbe student would know himsBelf

ýbe as one tliat baatatli tha air.

Lt is very mucb the same here as in tlie formation of

-aracter. When a man is living, and tliinking, and act-

ng, bce las no special co nsciousness tliat li j weaving tlie

web of hie lifo, that lie is building up a cliaracter wbich

'iii ba aternal. Yet thie je what be je doing, and thie is

1e best resuit o! al bis actions. Yet sureiy wa do not

rckon the good wbicb lie does to otbers, or the riglit

ictions whicb lie perferms, to ha of ne acceunt. Besides-

breturn to tbe suhject o! education-the knowiedge

Dbtained by the student je in itself good, and useful, and,

neceesary. It becoines to bim the light in wbichb l ives

nd walke, aithougli, as lie progresses in the acquisition o!

t, lie gets something more precioue and more permanent.

We are protesting againet the exaggeration chiefiy be-

ause of our flrm belie! in the importance o! tlie ganaral tmuth

nunciated. The o! ton quoted words of Malebranchie and

Lessing are axactiy to the point. "lIf," said tha Franchi

buinker, Il I eld trutb captive in îny hand, I should open

ny liand and let it fly, in order that 1. migbt again pursue

it and capture it." And the German writar pute it aven

more etrongly: Il Did tlie Almighty, holding in Hie riglit

bond Truth, and in hie le! t, Searci? afeer Truth, deign to

tender me the one I might prefer ; in ail bumnility but

witbout hesitation, I sbouid reqnest Search after Truth."

The importance of thoe consideratione je manifold.

[n the iret place iL enablas us to understand that a man's

education je not to be measured by bis actuai acquirements.

Sometimes it may aven be in the inverse ratio. A boy or

a moan may go on cramming himseif full of facto and

thieories, and may geL very little benefit by the proceess

whereae another, by tlie mannar in wliich lie acquires aud

blie use wbicb lie makes o! the knowledga acquired, may

be diecipiining and educating bis mind in a very effectuai

manflar.
So, again, thare je com!ort bere to many-Lo ail of 14o

-who are conecious that many of our past acquisitions

and attainments are slipping from us. So iL muet ha; but

we remain. Tlie contente of the mind may cliangea; but

the mind itef matures. IL je the work which talle. Tlie

food whicli a man eats is aoon forgotten, the drill, the

exarcise, witli the attendant pleasures and painful sensa-

tions-ail thoeabave pasead away ; but the wall-trained

frama retaine, as long as the dacay of nature je postponed,

the result of ail the training. IL je tbe saine with the

mmnd, only that, wlien tha aarthly tabernacle is diseelvad,

we believa that it goas forth to a new if e and te nobier

employmeft-to a life for wbich ail its earthly discipline

lias been a praparation.

LONDON LETTER.

THIS afternoof, wandering in somne Temple room, witli al

Tsorte of ghostiy ncisas ecboing about me-eagcr worde

oddiy pronouncad, 9, stava o! Johnny Arnstrong, a few

bars of a qneer Irishi jig-I passe i by an open window

close te which email, dingy London eparrows were flutter-

ing and perching. As I looked into the quiet court where

already the avaning lampe were baginning to shine, thare

came troeping in the dim gray iight the figures of tliose

dear folk, who, neyer dying, whatever their epitaplie m.y,

choose to say, are to-day as' mucb our companions as evar

they ware once tbe commades o! our fathere. And among

this brilliant crowd, to tbe full as reai as any poal, autlior,

wit, you may lika to mention, I saw-ah, wbom djd I not

sea 1 Friende one kno ws se wal and cares for so mcli

whose names are houseliold words, and who, filiing these

quaint squares and cloistars and green gardens witb their

delightful prasenca, are quickly recognized and gazed at

smilîngly aven before we take off our bats witb a profound

bow to the wraiths o! thair creators. I watcbed Sir Roger

De Covarley witb hie bande foided bahind bim for state-

like Lamb's Samuel Sait -'laughing as the sliort-faced

gentleman Laikad, sighing as the widow was remambered ;

and Pan and Warrington on their way to Lamb Court, (dontL

you know the tones o! their voices, tlia cuL o! their coats 1)

and poor Provis siouching to Pip's roome, starting with a

scowi at evary shadow, every passer by;- and Traddles walk-

ing briskiy, hie barrister'e black gown'flying iii the wind;'

and Ruthi, Tom Pinch, and John Wastiock stroiling to that

famous dinner in Furnival's Inn. There je no more sug-

gestive place than the Temple of a Novambar af tarnoon,

wlien the river-mieLs are drifting acrose and acrose past

evary dacaying porcli, past eacli begrimed casement, while

aboya the belle PE St. Clamant Danas-tha saine belle, by

the way, 'which pealad the clieadui psalin-tune what time

Laura worked bv Pan's bedoide and the Major played


