
THlE WEÊK.

to resign if the motion were carried, and an extra expense of $250, this
Would immediately amount to $750, whereas the interest on 810,000 was
estimated at $400.

You will ho pleased to learn that Art is Il looking up " in Montreal,
and that wve are slowly but, it is to he hoped, surely amassing a sum the.
iflterest of which will provide for the working expenses of the~ Art Associa-
tion), and the overplus ho dlevoted to the. estahlishment of scholarships and
to the huying of works of Art. Among other good paintings that have
been presented to the. gallery during the ])ast year are, "A Coniing Storm,ý'
by Honwr Watson ; a sea piece by the French artist, Gaston Roiillet, and
a work of P. Hlarris. LusLOD
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Montreal.

REitiN on, majestic Ville-Marie;
Spread wide thy ample robes of state;
The heralds cry that thonr art great,

And proud are thy yo-ang sonrs of the.
Mistress of haîf a continent,

Thou risest from tby girlihood's rest;
We see thee conscious beave thy l'reast

Ani feel tliy rank and thy descenit.
Sprung of the saint and chevalier,

And with the Scarlet Tuie wed,
.Mount l-oyal's crown ripon thy h-ead,

And past thy footstool, hroad arnd cear,
St. Lawrence sweeping to the sea,
.Reigui on, ma jestic Ville-Marie

W. 1). LiGtn UîIALL.

PARIS LETTER.

M.SECRETAN'S volume Civilization et la Croyance, thougli on a dry suibject.
iS far fromn being uuiînportant or uninteresting. It deals wîtb tire social
Périls of democracy-that msijority to-day, that omnipotence to-înorrow,
The only solution in M. Secrétan's opinion for the. social problems wbich
Wînd, Laocoon-iike, round our civilization is Il religions réformation." Hie
forgets that man is flot changed by the mere faet7of living under a demo-

craicor téolga governient. Humnan vices and sellishi passions
flourish under ail constitutions. With a deînocracy, if ly that is ineant
Universal suff'rage, the party whicbi unités the. greatest num nber of vote-s

Wlor at least ouglit to, exercise tire autlîority. Geiany lias înauhoodl
vOting, aud yet it is Bismnarck miles, and hoe is feudalisiii iLseif. Frenchi
SOcialism lias dissenters, known as Anatrcibts-ailî mono noisy thair
dalngeroug. The orthodox Socialists recognize rio other superiorities but
tb0 se of intellectual wealtlî and moral "grt-atness. The shoe-black basequal legal rights with the duke ; but hc oe 105iot dlaimi, stili less expect,
to ho seated a't tire duke's table, or hy bis side at the. Acadiny. 'lhle demo-
crat recognizes an aristocnacy of knowlt.dge and virtue, but flot birtb or
cash pnivileges. Like an tirfrno gvrliment, the démnocratie will

bswept away if it fails to coîîfon to tht. laws of civilization ; beîîce, the
nlect.ssity of educating the judgment and taste of tire niasses. But are
tbey onîy tire niasses who stan d in want of sucli ail éducation ; and if the
biglier layers of society stand too in need of reforîn, how auliieve it 'i The
truc. ouvrier bas no sympatliy witb the Anardhlist. The latter aimis to
4eal with ail accumulated wealtlî, as if it were a beap of five-franc pioces
to lie doled ont pro rata to tie number of applicanits. That would put an
end to the production of wealth, and of the distribution of the five-
franc pieces at the samne time. On the other haud the ouvrier knows weil
that capital is the. offspring of frugaiity ; for lie is lîimself frugal and
saving. lis want is, not that bis employer he uufairiy remunerated for
bis capital, risks, and intelligence, but that lie, the workînan, be flot con-
4eunnt. to receive only a inodicuni of tire profits, say two or thîree per cent.,
Wleiîlt tire master nets bis thirty on fifty. Ail the théories cf tht. Il Iis-

iDal Science " will not convince the ouvriers of tire présent, and still less
those of the future, that sncb a participation iii tire gains of production
'5 équîitable. The feeling is spreading that it is flot just, aîîd legislatures
ore being cornered to grapple with tht. Fraukenstein wbo denîands a miore
ilierciful share of the cake won by the. sweat of tit. hnow.

It is pleasant to re-read tht. De Goncourts wlien tbey deal, as tlîey do in
e1 adame de Pompadour, with the eighteenth ceîîtury, aud its picturos,
books, furniture, and wit. They make tht. salons of that epoch as fainiliar
a43 if but yesterday events. And this pleasure can he indulued in witlîout
cCepting their Flaubert doctrines or their Balzac crudities. Naturally,

Madame de Pompadour was signalized in advance as tht. bniglît panticular
star of tht. reign of the. voluptuons, indolent, and corrupt Louis XV. Tht.
lOWlY Madame d'Etioles in hecoming Marchioness de Pompadour, ruied
Prance pending twenty years fromi lier boudoir. Like Madame de Main-
tenlor and Louis XIV., the Marchioness had to accompiish that most diffi-
c'uIt of tasks-the banisliment of enuui from a royal profligate. Putting
8aside lier vice-wbile iiot forgetting it-tîis extraordinary wonîaîî s
Inewnory is hcld in measiired respect by aruistic Franco, though she inflicted
tht. Seveni Years' War aud ail its calamities on tht. country. She founded
tht. Sèvres inanufactory ; sho was a born lover of art, an amateur of
eu.riosities, and the. proteo.ting friend of artistp, who iii returu nover grew
Weary cf reproducing lier beautiful features. Madame de Pompadour, iii

odiinto being an accom)pliisLîd painter, was aiso no mean. engraver.
She was an excelleut singer and a capital actrice too. ir complexion was

of a beautiful whiteness; bier lips a littie pale, and lier eyes, of an undefi-
nable colour, possessed ail the mixed seductions of bine and black eyes.
Her magnificent liair was of a liglit chestniut oolour, and lier teetii, pearis
set in smiles. Slie was of middle heiglit, élégant iii shapp, and graceful in
carniage ; possessed gestures full of charming animation, whule abiy
ntiasking the. séductions of the. adventuress, And this humble woman,
who died at the age of fort y-four, was able to treat, sornewhat on a footing
of equality, with the proud and haughty Marie-Thiérèse of Austria.
Tire Empress in lier lettons to the mistress Queeu, addressed lber as Ilmy
cousin," and presented bier portrait to tire Marchioness set in diamonds
and precious stones valued at 75,000 francs.

The. authors do not spane tire omnipotent courtesan. Tearng aside the
borrowed tinsel of royalty that veils hier defects, they exhibit la Pompa-
dour as a rare example of moral ugliness. Tlîus she was endued with
extraordinary self-command, and lier untruthfuluess was ably seconded hy
bier consummate powers of acting. She was tire perfection of egoism.
Slhe possessed the mind of an.- accomplished politician, with whom ail was
plan and projeet; where uotbin 'g was expressed only what sire wished to
l>e kuown and in order to achieve anr end. Thief by instinct, she did not
hesitate to steal tire secret corresponidenc of tire King ; but so discipiined
was she iii dissimulation as to submit witlîout a murmiur to aIl the
tyraninies of bier royal lover, and sclf-osteemn was s0 extin guished in lher
that rio feeling of Jealousy sprang up in lier hreast. lu lier heart there
was rio pardon ; in lier resentinnts, nio pity. Sire was deaf to the groans
asud lamntations of tbose sue sent to the Bastille. Sucli was the( background
of the. favourite's character, cold and dlry as a ?ilaintenon. Slhe did tiot
goveru, but înonopolized ;sire farind tire îonarcby, as if a concession;
bier influence biad its tariff, according as tire purchasers desired titles,
decorations, lands, pension, office, or pardon. She was insatiable in hier
cupidity ; she perînitted ber waiting maids to accept bribes, the better to
proi-iote lier own. And to mainitain ber xvaningy influence over the
(lemioralz3d Louis, she uridertook to ho even bis procuress, and in one of
lier victims Louis tounil lus Nemesis.

RleAD iNOS FROM, C URREN,'T LIT'ERA T URE.

LONGFELLOW'S PoETIeC.L TRANSLATION.

IT is when ont. enlar tes tire conception of the word "ltranslation " tbat
crne perceives the value as well as the limitations of Lonu'gfellow's art. He
was a consumnate tran.slator, because the vision and faculty divine which
hoe possessed was dirocted toward tire reflection of the. facts of nature and
society, rathor thair toward the facts thieins.el vos. lie was like one wbo
sees a landsoape in a Claude Lorraine glass ; by somne subtie power of the.
inirror everytlîing bas been coinposed for hirn. Thus, when lie came to
use tire ricb material of lîistory, of poetry, and of other arts, Longfellow
saw these in formis already existing, and bis art was not so mucli a recon-
struction out of crude ucaterial as a represeutCation, a rearrangement, in
his own ex(fuisite language, of wbat lie found and admired. Hée was, first
of ail, a composer, and hio saw bis subJects in their relations rather thanr in
their essence. To tell over again old tales, to reproduce in forais of delicate
fitness the scenres and narratives whiuh others lîad invented-this was bis
deliglit; for in doing this hoe was conscious of bis power, and lie worked
with ease. Thus it is that tire lyrical translations whicb lie made in bis
student days are really bis own îoems ; lie rendered the foreigu forni in a
perfect Englisli formir; his work in tbis regard was that of an engraver, not
tbat of a pbotograpber.-Men and Letters.

BÂlIBARIO HAYTI NEGROES.

HÂYTi bas for nearly a Century heen a black independent state.
Tire negro race have had it to timseives aud have flot heen interfered
witb. Tliey were equipped when tbey started on their career of freedom
with the Catbolic religion, a civilized language, E uropean laws and man-
ners, and the knowledge of various arts « and occupations which tbey had
learut wbile they were slaves. Tliey speak Frenchi still ; tbey are nomi-
naliy Oathoiics still ; and the. tags and rags of the gold lace of French
civilization continue to dling about their institutions. But in the. heart of
Êbem lias revived the.old idolatry of the Gold Coast, and in tbe villages of
the interior, wbere they are out of sight and can follow their instincts,
they sacrifice cbildren in the. serpent's bonour after the unanner of their
forefathers. Perhaps notbing better could be expected from a liberty
wbich was inaugurated by assassination aud plunder. Political changes
which prove successful do not begin in that way.-James Anthiony Froude.

PE5SII5M.

TnE world grows cold as the world grows old,
For tender are hearts of men,

And the warmth that is bast in a cruel frost
Will neyer be found again.

OPTINIBU.

The world grows sweet as the. centuries meet,
For Faith and H-ope atill sing ;

Their voices soar above the tempest's roar:
"lLove is eternal king!,
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