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AN INTERVIEW WITH THE
GENERAL OF A FRENCH
RELIGIOUS ORDER.

The third Superior General of
the Brothers of Christian Instruc-
tion, founded by Jean de Lamen-
nais, brother of the once famous
Felicite de Lamennais spent a day
here lately. on his way from the
Rocky Mountains to/ France, The
Very Rev. Brother Ablel, as he is
called, was most entertaining and
suggestive in the many conversa-
tions we were privileged to have
with him.

The mother house of his order,
from which he and his brethren
were expelled by 1,500 soldiers, is
at Ploermel in Brittany, the most
Catholic part of France. The Bre-
tons are deeply wounded by this
persecution of their beloved Bro-
thers and Sisters. So strong is the
feeling against the Government
and so determined are the people
that Combes' satellites have not
yet dared to dislodge the religious
from certain particularly valiant
strongholds of Catholicism, where
they ate met by open threats of
armed resistance. The rank and
file of the Breton soldiery are only
waiting for the mnext war to kill
those of their officers who are
known to sympathize with the per-
secuting government. The very
allegiance of Brittany to France is
seriously undermined by these wan-
ton insults to that religion which
the Bretouis so nobly defended in
the Vendean wars of the French
Revolution. The Bretons foresee a
probable dismemberment of France
and in that event they would glad-
ly welcome umion with Great
Britain.

Brother Abel has mwore than
eighty lawsuits on his hands and
expects to serve two months in
prison as soon as he sets foot on
French soil. The lawsuits cost him'
nothing. The best lawyers in the
country consider it an homor to
plead the cause of the hunted re-
ligious, and they do so from court
to court with true Breton pertina-
city. When one case has passed
from the local tribunal to a super-
ior one, and hes been finally logt
in the Appellate Court, another
one is taken up, and so the fight
promises to go on forever, or at
least until the government im-
proves. Brother Abel was expostu-
lating with ome of these chivalrous
lawyers. “Be carefu], you might
yourself be thrown into prison.’
“What if I am?" was the answer,
“It runs in the family., My ances-
tors were imprisoned and died on
the scaffold during the Fremch Re-
volution. Why should I not be as
brave as they?”

The recent municipal elections
have been favoralfle to Calthokics
in Brittany. Thus the gentleman
who organized the protestation
against the expulsion of religious
in Ploermel has lately been elected
mayor of that town. However,
Brother Abel entertains little hope
of a general Catholic fevival so
long as the majority of Catholics
are only nominally such ami do
not approach the sacraments.

Some twenty years ago St.
Mary's College, Montreal, secured
the  services of three of these
Brothers of Christian Instruction.
Their ' success in teaching elemen-
tary classes was so great that
there are mow 230 of their brethren
in the province of Quebec. Several
of them recently attended the Nor-
mal  school at l‘la.t\‘.fe'bamg3 NY,,
and were easily the most success-
ful of the students. The Professor
of Mathematics marvelled at the
directn of their mathematical
methods and inquired where they
learned them. Had they replied
"“In  France,””  American pride
. would have forthwith revolted. So
they simply said, ‘O, they are an
improvement on your latest
methods.” * T
While in the west Brother Abel
had many interviews with Father
de la Mothe, Superior of the Jesuit
Rocky Mountain missions, who al-
ready employs several of these
Brothers in his Indian schools.
Their success with Indian “boys is
positively marvellous, they teach
them to'govern themselves as piou
Christians. Father de 1z Mothe
_ told Brother Abel that he could find
emaployment for at least forty more
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