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monument of his own greatness, and hie takes care that no one shall overlook
hini-the clever alchemist wbo lias found the Universal Solvent, and learnt the
secret of transmutation. Perhaps bis alkabest was discovered in the cauldron
wbere hie boiled bis soap; or hie may have picked his gold out of rags and bones;
or hie was an iron-smelter who made a new kind of pig; or a cotton-spinner ivho
lighted on an improvedi kind of spool; at ail events hie %vas once a practical
-handicraftsman, and is now a milhionaire; but, say the experts, by no possibility
can hie ever b e a gentleman, or even pass muster in the ranks ivith the rest.
Rich and uncultivated, hie hangs, like Miahomct's coffin, between the iîeaven of
the aristocrat and the earth of the troetaire. The one will nlot have hini, and
hie will flot have the other. Even the middle-class gentry wh'o hold their own,
and ail of whom hie couid bu>' and flot feel the loss, even the rector and the
lawyer, the doctor and the half-pay captain, do not Nvant him. His weaith
overpowers themn, and bis vulgarity offends. His c/hef is a marvel, and bis
hothouse fruit, of whicb hie is so ostentatiousiy liberal, is perfection ; still, they
do flot care to have bis company for the sake of the good eating which goes
along with it, and in the midst of ail his magnificence they miss those nice
touches of unconsciotîs refinement which conie like second nature in the
arrangements of the well-born and gently nurtured. If thiey do not feel <luite at
one witli their surroundings at the local potentate's, when the animal condc-
scending festivities are going on, neither do they at the brand-new staring huuse
of this self-made Crcesus, where everything is inharmonious tliroughout-tbe
mnan and bis money, the coarse core and the splendid envelope, the lavishi
expenditure on ail that will malce a show, with the certain meanness in ail that
speaks of early personal habits. If hie does flot find friends aniong the middle

-classes, stili less does lie among the higlier; and it is onlv when lie lias bouglit
husbands and wives for bis chialren in the raîiks of the impecunious well-born
that hie is able to lift uip bis head as a man anîong nien, and is not the flying-fish
of the neigbbourhood, pecked at b>' the birds and pursuccd by the sliarks.

Often loud and vulgar, this self-made Crcesuis is at times retreating, quiet,
humble, as if offering a perpetual apology both for hiniself and bis riches,
xnutely beseeching bis sulierior ac(luaintances to forgive bis success and enjoyits fruits like their own. He is generous to a proverb ; not ivith the blustering
ostentation of the other, but always as if slightly ashamed tlîat lie is so much
-better off than the rest, 'and oîîly desirous that they slhall be the gainers. He
sends the best of bis early fruit in l)resents to the neighbourhood; and at the
local. flower-shows declines competition, wlîile hie furnishies by far the choicest
specimens, «"just ta help, you know, and make a pretty show for the strangers."
And if my Lady or the Captain praises warmly bis noble-looking pines, bis
fragrant flowers, bis early peas, hie offers theni with a manner that suggests
-blushing and deprecation of the liberty hie is taking. 0f scanty education inithe groundwork, hie bias probably a turn for some kind of pursuit wbicb getsi
'him a certain amount of respect froni the gentry. Either hie is passionately
fond of muisic-iwben lus ability to pick out a simple chant on his superb argan
is magnified by report into as good as professianal skill, and be gets the kudos
resulting ; or hie bas a taste for chemistry-when bis perfectly-supplied labora-
tory is saîd to contain secret discoveries of incalculable value, to bie some day
miade public; or his observatory, wbere bis splendid telescope is his plaything ,is the resort of the idle curiaus, sanie of wbom laugh when they see the moun-tains in the moon, as if it were a Christmas pantomime played for their benetit,and tbe girls say IlHow funny 1 " wben tlicy make out the belt of Saturn or the 'markings on Mars. He bias, pcrhaps, a microscope as well, for the display of theaped-up discs of the blood, or the stock raree-shows of wings and bark; or
hie lcarns photagraphy, and caricatures the neighbourbood for practice; or bie c
is said to be a great reader, and ta have sound views on large questions. In t~
any of wbich hie gains a character apart froni bis wealth, whicb, with his bumility b
and air of constant apology, gets hini a footing in the society wbere bie ]ives; s0 ti
that after a tinre lie is tolerated as Ila good kind of person, and really flot at ail] a
pushing; very generaus with bis fruit and flowers, and by no means a foot, C
though lie does say 1 you was ' and 1 between you and I" g,

These are the twa most ordinary kinds of the self-made Croesus whosc past cla obscure rather than doubtful, and whose money hias been made in the fairhwvay of trade, or by lucky chances in speculation. And of these men ane thing niis an invariable characteristzc ;-you neyer see their near relations-their
brothers and sisters, or uncles and cousins. These keep in the background- P'journeymen tailors with thrifty wives and barefoated bairns down in sanie poar aj
village in Scotland: or it Miay be a workhouse matron witb a consuimptive
daughter in a remote Part of Wales, to whom lie sends occasional presents of faa pound or two, as sops ta the wolf whose black muzzle is always sniffinga
at their mouldering doors; taking care, however, neyer ta send so much a

.at one tume as the fare ta London, for fear of untimely arrivais and the W
tgusof the gassips loasened. For ail the details of bis early life hie rnight PÎ

be tuya Ilstork's cbild," born of no human parents, and with no blood-relations Ilito clîukinsbip and disclase the law-lying nests. Il'It won't do now," he says, finmindful of the dlaims of his children and the duty owing ta bis new position;for if blood is, as tbey say, thicker than water, moat undoubtedly is it thinner go
.And weaker and lesa tenacious than gald- el

Tue successful man, whase past, weil covered up now, would flot bear inspec- nhatian, and who is conscdous of secret infamies which, if discavered, would consign th,him ta eternal shame, is ta be found in ail ranks ; but for the mast part hie is of a foihiglier origin and better education thafi those of whom we have been speaking. suFor dishonaur, ta be successfuj, must necessarily be clever; and native clever- asness is flot enougli, unless backed by educated ability. An alniost undwcover- P
able systemi of keeping false accounts, faise letters and forged reccipts, faise hareports an 'Change and builing and bearling in consequence-a mani must have ' Thad something of a liberai education ta accaniplisb these things, and with a
liberal educatian bis nanners cannat be those of a baor. A licentiaus waman,,weII-dowcred, whose frailty can bc counted an as sa much money down; a weak Ma
YOuth just came ta 1ds estate, whose fraiitic ambition is ta lie a maxi of the worid, out.and who, grateful ta the guide ieading himi into the mire, docs flot sec that aUl the the
while he is being stnipped as bare as tic palm, of bis band; the solitar>' guardian eYC
-Of rici Young orpban girls, with neyer anather uncie or near friend ta overhaul to
the accountsand the accounts sa craftily coakcd that natbing but an expert nu*could deteit thc fraud, and disetangle the truth froni thc lies :-thesc candi- Co

1

tions have been the bases of great fortunes, and will be again-buman nature
repeating its ugly tricks iii aIl generations alike. And not a few of the sticcess-
fui men afloat in society bave growni that golden tap-root of theirs in this kind
of muddy soil. But wben they have once strongly and thoroughiy rooted, and
have become capitalists of large possessions, then you can find no more rigidiy
virtuous citizens Uian tbey. No magi strate on the benchi is more strict to do
lus duty by luis country, aîîd ]et no voor shivering wretch, steaiing bread for
liîunger, escape the just litinislîment of the law-no Guardian on the Board is.more tboughtfül for the ratep'ayer, more rigorous to the pauper-no chîurch-
warden more diligent in bis attendance at church, more zealous for the stately
ordering af the service, a more constant communicant, or more liberal with bis
donations-tîan the mîan vhio lias defrauded w'idows and orphans, made the
wealthy womnaî w-ho loved luim to bier shiame buy bis silence at a price, and
piucked thie siily p)igeoni bare, Icavingb bimi flouindering in the mire, ruined inbody aîîd soul alike. lle devil's waiks on earth give iîim rare sport; but wve
doubt if ever lue lauglis ço loud or long as îvhen hie sees the successful rogue
l)laying at virtue in resp)ectable Eîiglisli society, edifying even the parson by bis
i)iety, and wviniîing uiniversal respect hy the ioftiness of bis sentiments, and the
incorruptibility of lus honesty.

Again, an element of self-betrayal is in tbe glaring newness of ail about the
successful n, of small beginnings anîd large restults. No ingenuity can make
that place of luis look mellow, or as if long accustonîpd to itself. He nîay
iiuy up aIl Wardour-street, and line every room with black oak or faded damask
-it is al] oe; the new~ wealth peeps tbrough the old cavering, and betrays
itself ivitluout the chance of concealment. Besides, lie is always changing bis
bouse as lie mnotints ilîier and higber in the scale. From a cottage in the
suburbs lie inigrates by degees ta a mansion iii Grosvenor-square, and tlien ta
a iuark anîd Hall iii the country iii addition; like the littie fish that outgrew
vase, and tub, aîîd tank, and lake, tili only the illimitable oceanl was enougb for
lus suprenue development. And naturally these gradations in the size of bis
bouses renders bis old goads useless. Sa that when hie finally anchors as a
couinty magnate, everything betrays tbe yesterday of bis fortunes as clearly as
if labels were tacked ta bis satin and pastcd on the ormolti. His bouse
reminds one of the gla ring sunlight falling an the bot sand with fia shade near.
It is like something that wants the last fine skin, and either fireezes or scorches,
but neyer gives ane the impression of home or comfort.

These are nmn sticcessful only by wealtb, but there arc thase wba aresuiccessftil by profession ; the artist wbo bas nmade bis namne, and the author
wbo bias made bis; the fasluiomuable physician, the papular preacher, the famaus
lawyer, and the brilliant, sballow lecturer an science-ail small fry in the begin-
ning, if luxuriant fellows enaugb in the end. The successful artist and inventor
are, perhaps, those wha betray their early condition the most patently. Theothers mnust, like the rogue, bave bad sanie kind af liberal educatian ; but the
painter, or the man who makes a new application of a mechanical law, may be
a tboraugb master, the anc of bis material and Uic other of bis dynamics, and
as ignorant as two awls of ail beyand. Tbey may paint and Ilscbeme " ta per-
fection, yet nat bave an Ilbh" between tbemn, nor the faint!st conception that
nouns and their vcrbs ouglit ta agrec in number. If their success cames late inife, the wife married in the days of darkness is neyer' up ta the mature mark.
Perhaps she was a simple Scotch lassie, washing bier bits af duda in the burn,vhile bie belped with the wringing and made love in the vernacular: or sbe was
be pretty barmaid over the way : or thc model wbo bad flot knocked about the
tudios long enougli ta hase mare, let us hope, than lier sense of decency and:onsciousness of shame. Aflyway, she is the witness wbo never fails ta bear
estimony, and no after-training can chothe lier witli Uic dehicate grace native taer acquircd state. She bias been so long used ta the toil and mail of paverty
bat she cannot take bier case as anc accustomed frorn Uic beginning ta purpie
nd fine linen. The atmasphere of bard work clings ta lier, and'sbe is alwaysinderella wbose natural place is among thc ashes, even when dressed in bier
odmother's clathes. Her busband's succeas is sure ta divide theni, however
lose hias been their former union; and she gradually grows ta feci strange taim and ta lier younger children. He is scarcel>' s0 mucb bier busbaid *s bier
iaster, and they are flot bers so much as bis. Perhaps she dies, when Uiciccessful widower marries some needy "lscion," wbo avenges berself for bierecuniar>' necessities by snubbing lier low-born liusband unniercifuilly; and, ifýpreciating bis fortune, despising bis personalit>' as much as poor Cindereha
nce hoved a.nd afterwards respected him.

The successful mani of smaii be&innings wbo ams at social standing, and
r this purpose studies the capabihities of every living soul within bis reacli, letbing for gods and men ta wondcr at Inch b>' inch lie wrigglcs on bis for-ird way, dleverl>', craftily, unscrupulously; fiinging off former friends andttrons, when fia longer useful, witli no more regard than a snakc casts its skin ;apping anc kind>' tic after another as lie worms along. Aiways nýaking foradvance," Ilrecognition," Il'standing," at ecd successive stage, lie grows toome for bis former friends; and people wbo have lent hlmi balf-a*crown i dayane b>', or given bum a guinea's wortb of work out of compassion for his rggd
bows, are "lcnt"I as if neyer known, or treated with two fingers airily, after theanner of great condesccnding ta thoseý of smail estate. Whcn lie and biswifeve been presented, and their names arc includcd li the Iist of partygvers,
en bis goal is reaclied, and the gates of bis Paradise are roiled back. Henice-
rtli le bias only ta widcn, not ta grow; ta crystallise, not create. He is
cccssfuh in the great task which lie set hiniseif ta t'uifil : an4 when lie wlio,
a youth, starved i a garret, as a manibas dined in Uic sanie room with ticnce of Wales, and bad the privilege of a bow from the Princcss-what more

earth ta give ? and can Hleaven itacif lin bis opinion grant so. mucb ?
*uth.

The late Cardinal Franchi was 0 a coiufirined emaker. During bis vitit to Cardinal
uint ini London he *ould keep the dinner table in a, rair l a fter dinner cooiiy tacebis ci &r-case and offer cigars ail round. Now smoking was particularly obnoxious taEg'Cardinal, but hie bore the fumigtion wlth uucempiary patience. ratience, bow.
r, h- ta limits, and the limit wa, reaehe when the Illustrious visitor from Romie took.uoking i bis bedroonu. l'he Itali,i$ bave a cuatom of brandhig their cigars witb the

esOf Poplar Ministera of State; - ad when Franchi was asked in Rome a few monthawhat hie smoked ' he repied wltb ready wit, "o, 1 onhY âmoke Italian Miraisters...rours, Minghettis, et cetera"....x.


