
Editorial Comment 10

INhlicil thcy ail signed. W/bat is the use of crcating peacc-mnaking machinery if you
,lever imake use of it?

LABOR AND WAR

Tihe Most interestiflg utterance on the subject of ývar that Nvas made last monith,
was Herr Bebel's address to the Socialist Congress at Jena. Iu France, the anti-
inilitarists advocate the proclamation of a general strike as labor's chieckmate to a
dleclaration of war. Herr Bebel ridiculed the notion as impracticable. A great xvar
would produce such inconceivable miserv that "the masses would not discuss the
gieeral strike, they would merely cry for work and bread." VVar itself would bring
:dl)out die piara!ysis of industry, which is the airn of the Svndicalists. Hcrr B3ebel said,
quiite trtily, that war would imperil the verv existence of the existing social structure:

Millions of wvorkmnen would be called away from their families, Nvho m'ould have nothing
to eat and to live upon. Hundreds of thousands of srnall manufacturers would be renclered
banikrupt through Iack of means to, carry on their business. Stocks alnd shares would sustain
,i fait, of whicli we have just experienced a very slight foretaste, anid through ivhich tens of
titousandls of families in comfortable circurnstances would be reduced to beggary. The enlor-
mous export tracte with the outside world wrould be interrupted, innumerable factories and in-'
(1ustrial1 undertakings would stand stili, the Ioss of work and wages Nvotuld assert themnselves
iii every quarter. The import of foodstuffs Nvould cease completely, prices -vould reach an
(nattainable lieighit, and that would mean an actual general famine.

General Famine is the rnost formidable of ail the genierals who take the field in case
of mnodern war. M. Bloch w.ýas not so far out after ail.

WHAT WAR WOULD HAVE MEANT IN CASH-

l{err Bebel calculated that every day of mobilization wvotld cost Gernianvy fromi
i 2,250,000 to £2,500,ooo. As it would cost France at least as miuch, the two colii-
1hatants woutld be launched upon an expenditure of five millions a (lay, or £150,000,000
.a mlonitl. Buit France and Germany would not have been the onli comlbatants. 'l'le
cost of mnobilization in Austria, Russia, Great Britain and Belgium. wNotld cost as much
mnore. That is to say, Europe would have been plunged into an cxpcndittire of
7-10o,000o per day in order to decide wvhether Ge-rmn, ,whicb bias only 9 per cenît.
of die 1Moroccan trade, the whole of which oiilv amoun ts to i-5,500,ooo pcr aiinum,
basi a righit to insist upon a privilegcd position in Morocco, to whiichi Iritain, Wvho bas
'9 p)er cent. of tlie trade, lays no dlaim. These war costs, be it remiembercd, are dIirect
P)aymienits out of pocket. Tbey do not include the indircct loss iii the stoppage of trade
an<l othier consequences of war. According to Colonel Bouicler's book, "La France

ictorieuse clans la Guerre die Demain," France would put 1,400,000 troops into the
Iirst iine of defence, opposing 2o army corps to the 23 (crmian army corps whiich would
cr*oss die frontier ten days after the declaration of war. Russia wolild ini twenty-five
daMs (lCýspatchi 27 army corps in five arrnies to the frontier, andi iii ten days later 13

KMsia arnwý cor*ps wvould be on Germnan soul. The war of 1870 would be mere
CIiI'spI~'to that which France and Germaniv risked in their Morocco squabble.

SE3QUEL/Efý 0F THE ATTACK
As in rnany other maladies, the sequelae of this attack of insanity promises to be

11o01e danigerous than the maladv itself. France is launchied upon ani adventurc for
whlichl sle lias no adequate mili'tary equipment. Germnany lias in the Congo given
anoltlhc hiostage to xvhatever Power commands the seas. Belgium bia-, had a nighitmare
Of 11l"amon, entailing fresh fortifications and armaments. But the most serious resuit
baýs beel) the renewal of the agitation in Germany for the creation of a ficet strong
eougIl to deprivre Great Britain of the command of the scas. Althougli the Britishi
(joverrnient f romn the first feil in with Germany's desire to corne to terms witb France,
,111( C0Oniste11tly urged France to make every possible concession to Germany, the Pan-

Germn pessbasthroughout treated Great Britain as a much more scrious enemy than
Irane. very hitch -in the negotiations bas been laid at our door, and the Navy

Leaigue is clamoring for a new and more extended naval programme. Lt is ail very
dePlorab11ie. But it cannot be helped. Ahl that we can do is to build steadily two keels
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