
of the clerks. His cbaracter was notorious, so much so tbat

le really bas some reason to compilain of tiose wbo gave hin

the opportunity of laying bis bands on publie money. But be

was a political wirepullor and kniew the secrets of bis party,

the leads of wbiclb w'ere compelled to pay him witlh an appoilt-

ment, and now dare not proceeI against ii. Meantime Mr.

Jarvis, a Post-ollice clerk, sus1 ccted of Laving stolein imioney

fron a letter, is taken tbrouîgh the streets hanictfed before

his trial and locked up in a ftlon's cell, thouîgli when lie is

brouglt to trial it tuîrns out that there is no evidence of bis

guilt. The Toronto Post Othce appointment was another ini-

stance of the evil hold whiclh the inderlings of party obtain

over its leaders, and which in tlat case caused tbe claims of

tlie publie service and the just rules of promotion to be utterlv

set aside. No doubt the leaders loatbe the degrading necessity

to wbich tiey bow ; but so it will be wbile tbc party systeni

lasts.

We bave also hai revealed a svstem of organized roguery in

relation to public conitracts. That tlis lias been eierated in

the atmosI)here diffised bIy the present Ministry is a fond fancy

of the Grits, who imagine tliat no political air can be pure

without their ( 'auclhon. But it is connected clearly eunoughi with

the trade of politics; s) mnuch we might have taken for granted,

even if a governmnent organit bad not appeared as a )artaker

in the corrupt gains. In this case again, tbe GToverninent

will shrink fromn dealing with tbe offenders and put off publie

justice witli securities real or imaginary for the future. And

this sort of work is pretty sure to bave been going on in the

North West on the largest scale. That it opens a wide door

for corruption is an evil of tbe North-Western policy in gravity

second only to the expense. We welcome the accession of

Mr. Macpherson to the Cabinet, in the hope that bis vigilance

may support the virtue of the Department of Public Works.

-We are proimised a discussion, though not in definite terns

a measure, on the Banks and Currencv. There are one or

SMa r..ll1 THE BYSTANDER.


