196 The Poetry of the Bible.

prose consist in the nature of its subjects,
its mode of treating them, and the more
ornate character of its style, which again
give rise to peculiarities in the structure of
sentences and in the choice of words.”
«The ground of difference observable be-
tween the poetry of other nations and that
of the Hebrews, lies in the fact that the

prosodies of the former prescribe certain |

strict and undeviating limits, within which
the poet is compelled to move in the ex-
pression of his feelings; such as the
length of the verses, the arrangement of
thesyllables composing them according to
quantity, the place of the casura, &c., to
which moderns have added the recurrence
of like endings or rhymes. The sacred
Hebrew muse, on the contrary, maintain-
ing her primitive simplicity, lays down no
arbitrary rules of versification with which
to fetter the genius of the poet; she re-
quires of her votary neither more nor less
than that he should find himself in the
state of excited or exalted feeling which
is necessary to the production of all genu-
ine poetry, and possess the power of de-
lineating his emotions with truth and
vigor.”

Dr. Nordheimer then goes on *‘to ex-
amine into the causes which concur to
produce all poetry,” which he defines as
** the outpouring of a mind raised by ex-
citement above the ordinary tone of feel-
ing.” ¢ Every faculty of the soul is then
brought into unwonted exercise, and hence
the language ot poetry becomes animated,
figurative and often abrupt; forming a
lively representation of the activity of the
internal emotions, which, like the ocean
waves, are in a constant state of alternate

elevation and depression, and give rise at |

each fresh impulse to a new expression of
feeling.”

Bishop Lowth, in his int-oduction to his |

translation of Isaiah, says that God, when

He vouchsafed the knowledge of His pur- |

poses to His chosen prophets, endowed
them also with the faculty of expression
suited to so lofty a subject. At the same
time it must not be forgotten that, even in
the Bible, though the ideas are divine, the
words are human; and no language can
convey accurately what we are so familiar
with in name—** The Word of the Lord.’
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| A modern poet has spoken of * thoughts
which lie too deep for tears,” and there
are also thoughts too deep for words;
fo.r tears can express what language
fails to express. Indeed, all language is
merely symbolic; all poetry but a feeble

paraphrase of the inner, living language of
the soul.

It is,
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indeed, the province, the high pri-

of the “many-minded poet” to
1 ““crowd his soul upon the strings” of his
(harp, till the deeps within him call to the
: det.!ps within others, and voice recognizes
vqxce. Btt what poet has ever said all he
wished to say? What poet has ever been
able to pronounce “Well done!” on his own
work? What poet has not felt the awful
ch'asm between his aspiration and his at-
tainment?

With i ) “ Soul-trembling,

;! Incommunicable things, he speaks
At infinite distance. So a babe i'n smiles
[f"f’mt.\' the unknozon and unknowable
Foys ofa smiling mother.”’

It is to this incommunicability that may
be attributed the allegorical and paraboli-c
CB};E;aCte’r of much of the poetry of the

.e. The teaching of our Lord, also,
wz;s essentially of this character.
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or only ca € words as well as the ideas,
ol domegd ve the latter, allowing them to
o e geni”? hu‘man language according
tors mey fOUb ana power of the writer, mat-
therefore :my bresent purpose. I go on,
: » L0 give briefly the distinguish-
ing features of Hebrew poetry.

Ps‘:”:r:’s Omni Wwho has carefully read the
repetition osft have ret.narked a frequent
ides ecb: the same idea—the secondary

- loIng, completing, magnifying or
specifying the sentiment contained in the

first. For ing :
tance, in ti 3 g
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i *“ The floods h
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ave lifted up, O Lord,
ave lifted up their voice,
ft up their waves.”

iAnd again in Psalm xl., 14, 15.:
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| Ltt:;;m be ashamed and contounded together
Let th seek.my soul to destroy it

. em be driven backward

wish me evil;

em be desolate for a rew

Say unto ine ¢ Ahg,? »

and put to shame that

ard of their shame that



