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THE SITUATION.

Statelst flis ;_ﬂly by a temporary arrangement that the United
ian po Shing vessels enjoy the liberty of entering Cana-
n wh.'ts on t.he_ Atlantic coast, for the purchase of bait,

lingg a:z:lh the": mdu.stry largely depends, ice and seine

teh S}lpplles, v‘mh the right of transhipping their
ena l;sw}l]nch practically lengthens their season, as it
N ost e ux'lloaded vessel to go back to the fishery with-
odus : of t{me. ‘ These privileges are controlled by a
a5 be ivendi, which expires with each year, and which
n renewed by Order-in-Council for the current year.

LOndl?,:tgh trustees are informed by a notice in the
ominig a.zette. that they are Flow.a.t liberty to invest in
vera) n inscribed stock. T'kuS prlyxlege was first asked
e ChaZ]earS ago, the concession being strongly 'urged by

miSSionerefs' Tupper, wl'len he held the oﬂicc? of High Com-
 effect Cfn‘ Can;da, in London. The prlvil.eg.e will have

e, Witho creating a new demand for Dominion securi-
enceforththe resglt t}Tat on the wﬁo}e better terms will
® sani be'obtamed in the negotiation of loans. What
ut ¢ atntgh will pe only the actual test can demonstrate,

ere will be a saving is clear.

L]

e si::;zinati?ns among railvt/ays, ir'x the United States,

Many y going on all the time, with tl.le result that, in
nterstat:ez freight rates l?a»je bc‘:en' increased. The
®XDresses th ommerce Commlssw‘n, in its anm.xal report,
& count e opinion that thfa main transportation lines of

e regio ry will jbe thrown into great groups, controlling

a miSuSen }n which they operate. What is to be feared is
eXteng of O‘ht.he powers possessed by the combinations, the
o Pemetr: ich is a secret which the Commlsswn is unable
at, in thte’ but there are well authentlc;.xted state-mems

ere absoeblaSt half year, over 25,000 miles of railways
With the T ‘-"‘d by great systems. Large. concerns dfaaling
Weaker ¢ railways get advan?ages which are denied to
itg own Q"Ct?ms. To a certain extent the bane contains
antidote ; however solemnly combination rates

Te j r .
adheregdezg upon, they are far from being generally

\'Nhile the Ontario Legislature has been looking to

means for the systematic treatment, and if possible, the
ultimate extirpation of consumption, cattle raisers are
seeking to arrest the movement now going on to detect the
origin of tuberculosis in the cow, and thus stop its possible
communication to human beings. The two movements are
in entirely opposite directions; one has for its object the
cure of consumption, the other would be a direct encour-
agement to its spread. There can be no doubt in the
mind of any impartial person which is the true policy. A
tuberculosis conference will take place at Ottawa soon,
probably next month, when the two opposing influences
may be expected to come into direct collision, and there
are strong reasons for hoping that the Government will
not permit itself to be driven from the line of safety on
which it now stands.

At the Irish Nationalist convention Mr. Wm. O'Brien
moved a resolution calling for the abolition of landlordism.
If this implies that the desire is to make the peasants
owners of the soil, the problem is how the revolution can
be effected? Mr. Gladstone did something towards effect-
ng the change. Mr. O’Brien counsels ¢ the people to
enforce their rights by every exertion of crimeless and
l?gitimate combination.” He admits that any appeal to
the House of Commons must be buttressed by *solid
facts”; and he names as subjects of agitation, evicted
tenants, financial relations and the question of a Roman
Catholic University. It is satisfactory to be told that
what the Nationalists want can be got ‘“by confining
themselves strictly within the trade union laws of com-
bination, without a shadow of crime or violence or out-
rage.” But all this is merely negative. Landlord smash-
ing will require a very positive measure. 1f Mr. O'Brien
finds difficulty in framing a practical scheme, we can spare
him one or two Henry George men from whom he could
learn the secret of confiscation, under the innocent looking
name of * single tax.”

Commenting on the rumor that the Crow’s Nest Pass
Coal Company had entered into a contract to supply the
Great Northern Railway Company with 800 tons of coal
weekly, President Shaughnessy of the C.P. R. is reported
to have expressed the hope that, if any such contract has
been made, it will not go into effect until the coal company
is in a position to supply the wants of that part of Canada
to which its coal will bear carriage ; and that the coal com-
pany is not yet able to supply Canadian demands for rail-
ways, smelters, and other consumers of coal. It is not
true, he lets it be known, that the C.P. R. has become
interested in this mine.

Mr. Jaffray, in an interview with a representative of
the Montreal Star, explains the transactions of the coal
company with the C.P.R. with the view of putting the
latter in the wrong. The railway company, Mr. Jaffray
says, when the War Eagle mine closed, refused to enter
into or give “a continuous order” for coke, and the coal
company, to keep its furnaces going, made a contract to
supply 200 tons a day to the Boston and Montana mine.
The fluctuating demand of the Canadian Pacific ceased
altogether when the War Eagle closed; whether for the
reason that a little pressure at that moment might be
expected to cause the coal company to give more favorable
terms remains to be told. Mr. Jaffray explains that the
contract which the coal company has made with Mr. Hill
is optional on its part. It is not bound to supply the coal
to the foreign road until all the legitimate demands of
British Columbia have been met. Mr. Jaffray carries the
war into Africa; citing a case in which the C.P.R. -




