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Tnvestments in Public Ownership in, Canai
Citizens of Tihis Country Have One Billion Invested-Dominion Enterprises Total
$670,000,000, Railways Being Chief Itemu-Provinlces in Telephone, Rallway and Hydro-
Electrlc Sciieres Totalling $124,OO,OOO--Cities and Towns Have Important Services

('ANADIAN citizens have an investment of approxiniately
$1,00,000,000 in publicly owned and operated enter-

prlses-railways, telegraph lines, telephones, grain eievators,
water works, light and power planta, etc. This investment
has been made through the. various governments-Domlnion,
provincial and municipal. Whill the. latest and most accurate
figures procurable have been used in this compilation, in
many cases they apply ta periods from six montls to one
year previous te date. In thet time lnveatmen'ts in public
service enterprises have increased conslderably. This figure,
tiierefore, may ha taken as a conservative estimate.

Canadian citizen. have adopted a large and courageous
programme of public ownership. No citizen can dodge his or
lier share of the responsibility for its aucceas or failure. The
hast friend of the, country and public ownership is hoe who
acknowledges hie responsibility, inqiste on competent admin-
istration of ail publicly owned enterprises, bears clearly in
mind the. dangers which lie in their path and refuses to ha
silenced by chargea of disloyalty raised by lnterested parties.
Politica, as that mucii-absued word i. commonly underatood,
le exceedingly inhospitable ta independence of thought,
speech or action. Politics, in this sense-national, provin-
cial or city hall-muet ha kept entlrely divorced froin the
operation of citlsen-owned public service enterprises. The,
knowledg. and practice of politics la its noble senae..-4.e., the.
science and art of governaient, cannot be too wldely disse-
minated and cannot ha other than advantageoue to ali cor-
porete undertaklngs.

Tee Much Left to Taxpayer
Underlying the administration of any and all business

enterprises are certain sound business principles. TIi...
principles hold, irrespective of the. ownership. When citlzens,
in their governmental capacities, go into commercial business
they operate under the, sanie immuteble laws of administra-.
tive efficiency. If they ignore tiien, the. results are certain~
and inescapable, but, inaamuch as governmenta are not per-
sons, but governing corporative collections of persona, tiiey
ean pesa the. los on te the. citizen, through their taxing
power, But thia only prolonge the. day cf reckonlnq. There
are limite even ta the. taxing power. That limit is, on oee
aide, the. paylng abilty cf the citizens and. on the othe;, the.
degree of eaae wlth whicii citizens ca transfer their lnterests
ta other cotamunities where the burdens cf taxation are not
se beavy.

Tiie best sefeguard cf public ownersiiip i. a frank recog-
nition of the. fact that a government possesses no magie
wend which can reverse administrative principles or change
deficits inte surplus.. by a gesture. Thore are certain well-
detinedt monopolies which, in the nature cf things, must be
operated by the civie or otiier governmnent. There are certain
otiier undertakings partaking of the, nature cf a monopoly
whlcii should be operated by the public if the public cen effeet
the proper maiicinery fer their administration. There are
others which maybe operated by the public ta its own ad-
vrantage if the, public are suficiently wide awake, disinter-
ested4 and pertinacieus te compel the observance cf sound

Although the Dominion geverament began its own
of railways as a condition cf confedieratien, with the
ing cf the. Intercoloniel Railwey, which was complel
1876, it is cnly within the. past two or thr.e yeers, wi
taking over of the Grand Trunk Pacific and the. Cai
Nortiiern railwaya, that thia enterprise ha. reached eueo
proportions. The Grand Trunk Railway, whicii is aise
acquîred, will greatly add ta the. total amnounit invest,
estimated abeve. Wiiile the federal gov.rnmnent lias
more or les. forced inta ita present expansion aloxii
line, it would seeni thet, witii the. cerrying eut of the5 p
enlergement, aufficient scope will be secured te, give tii.
cf public ownershlp cf railways a tiierough test.

The, Merchant Maia.
mhe mercantile fleet, wiiich is being bult witli thq

e! developing Canadian export trade, i. opereted by a
r'sny under the. charter name of the. "Canadîan Govezi
Merchant Marine," the. directors cf whicii cempsny are
bers cf the. board cf directars o'f the. Canadien National
ways. The. învestment in this enterprise is now $58,11
The. steamship operatiena are more or les. necessary in
ta "round out" the railwsy eperetions.

The telegrapii lin.. ewn.d by the. Dominion gover
were net established for the. purpese of entering into
petition witli privately owned lines, but were built ir
nection with the. railways, or ta supply places not a]
served, or to give communication te remote settiement
out-ef-tiie-way districts. The investment in telegraph
now amounita to $2,629,000.

Tiie deficit oni operation for the, fiscal y.er endungi
1919, was $508,375 for these telegraphli nes, on a toti
penditure cf $739,707. It migiit ha neted, hewever,
signal servic, messages, meteerologlcel service messagE
fisheries bulletins are carried f ree on tii... lin.

The, Canadien Grain Act, 1912, gave the. Dominiez
ernment power te erect and operate terminal grain elev
and five cf such elevators are now in cueration et:
Arthur, Ont.; Saskatoon, Sask.; Mecs. Jaw, Sask.; Ca
Alta.; and Vancouver, B.C.

Althougli tiie postal service i. a public service ente
of the. hlgiiest type, it has not been included in the to
$670,000,000 previouely mentioned. Its ser'vice i. se
and ite use se universel that it migiit well ha considere
of the. "ordinary" departinents of the. gcvernment. Hoi
it differe froin tiien inasmuch as its eperating expens(
raised by direct fees for services render.d instead
taxes. Wie this service would seeni, at present, ta b.
at.4 at a profit, it must be taken inta consideration tl
cperatio , expenses, as they are now made up, no lo
is made, as would necessarlly ha the case la private bus
for interest on investment la buildings used for postal,
purpoe$ or for depreciatien cf sanie, etc.

Tii. Provincçial Governmnte

The. inveatment cf the. citizens in public service i
prises, tiireugh their provincial governmeits, totals
$124,000,000, made up as followa-

Province.
British olumbia
Alberta ....
Saskatchewan .
Manitoba ...

Nature.
None
Telephones
Telephenes
Telephones
Elevators

Amount Tc
invested.

$11,394,589
7,857,385

11,047,473
1,195,385


