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to Montreai, etc.; i(c> by boat te the. Bay port-s and thon
transferred by cars Wtoii heaboard.

Savlng in Freight Charges
It does flot require any stretch of imagination to figure

a saving in freight rates if large steamers could Ioad at
the. iead of t1i. lakes and thon proceed, witiiout interruption
te the. Atlantic, The. quantity of grain talom, at
the presout time, by small steamers by this niethod,
is negligible. The saving in freight rates lu pro>-
lematical at the present time on accounit of the.
freigzht rates not bolng stabillzed through war condi-
tions. Sufficient to say, that a large saviug woui1d ho
effectod.

This meheme will permit sornie of aur lake ats, ,wieh
are tao large at the. presont trne to mail thraugii the existlng
<ciannels ta participate in short trips on the. coast duriua
the winter nionths, ratiior than belng tied up in the. lakes
ail wlnter. If these steamers van operato twelve months
in the. year it will ho probable that the freight rates on grain
durlng the. navigation season on the, great lakes will ho r.-
duc.d. At the. prosent time they have to make sufficient
2noney in six or seven zuontiis W caver ovenhead expenses,
etc., for twelvo mautha. Competition will also, have a
Isndency Wo reduce the. freight rates. Particulariy will this
develap if twa.4thirds of the. acean golug fleet decides to sail
the. rat lakes.

Elimnati of Transfers
At the proeut Urne the. bulk 0f our export grain ihaiidled as outlinded in paragrapha (b> and (c). This

mneans that a bushel of grain iu Ioaded into, a steamer at
Fort William, in carried hy tii. steamer, say Wo Port Col-
bourne andl thon unloaded, It ia thon loaded eitiier into,
canal barges or cars and shipped, say t.) Moutreal, where
the. grain lu again unloaded, as a ruie, into the olevâtor, It
i thon flnafly transferred iuto the. ooean etearners,,. Thi.
nisans 4iiat a bushel of grain lu handled once at Fort Wil-
liam or Port Arthur, twico at the. lay, port and twlce at
the Atiantie seahoard.

If a steamer could load ut the iiead of the, lakes and
proceed direct Wc Europe, tour tranmfçrs would ho elluinated,
four transfer charges would ho saved snd the. grain would
be delivered iu botter condition than at present. Tranu-
ferring grain do., not improve the. quality of grain but hus
a tenduncy Wo break the. kerniels and redue the tpiality
thereof. Ini addition Wo the, transfor charges, insurunce
charges would nlmo be saved ut tii... eustern elevators.
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