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fefcrred baci- for arrnenimerits. If the BJoard decided to
approve, then it would sanction the boan and the period of ne-
paymeat

%%hen the Board lad approved of auy scheme and sanction-
ed loans, for the saine, it would submït a 1î,t of t4e saute to
the Governiient Exccutive for entiurseîieîiî and the Govern-
nment guaranîce.

Ponslidat. the Lo0anS.
Wlhin ail was ini order, the Bjoard xxould çonsolîdate a

nuiber oAf bans and negotiate its tbotatuon on the best
possible terms, and pay over to the municipal authonîties the
proceeds in return for duly authenticated debentures.

By this means the suraller municipalîties will no doulit
obtais moncy on more advantageous terins, than at present,
as the lnvestons would appreciate the value of the Covern-
ment guarantee and the value of the sccurity as well as the
assurance that the money was for approved schemes.

If this arrangement was adopted, it would be a matter
for conisideration wliether it woubd be necessary to subrait
the moriey by-baws to the ratepayers, because they would have
ample protection and furthen the necessîty of obtaînîng
autbority fnom the Department of Municipal Affains or the
,Uureau of Public Healîli would have to lie decided, as the
scharnes could be sent to theni for critîcisin before the Board
aruived at any decision.

As the Governinent througli the Board woubd in this
manner lie involved in the supervision of the expenditure of
the loans advanced, il would lie necessary for the Municipal
Authorities, t have their boan accounts audited by an approved
outside auditor twice a year, and the audjtor's certificate and
report forwarded to the Board. The Engineer to the B3oard
would also froin rime to time have to inspect the works dur-
ing execution.

The aurliories would repay the boans with interest in a
ziauher to be prescribed by the Board, and in the event of
auy municipality defaulting, the Board would be empowered
to appoint a Receiver to collect the rates on ils behaîf.

The expenise of the Board would be borne by the towns
aud villages on the basis of their individual assessinents, or
the Board would have to charge a sinaîl additional intcresi to
cover the expense or the Government would bear thie cost as
is done in Great bnitain. All this would be decided upon by
the Legislature when the matter came up for discussion.

If the provinces should consider this proposition worthy
of adoption and should Municipal Boards lie creatud, then il is
possible that the requîrements, stipulations and procedure
uuay differ sufficitsntly in eacli province a-, o become anoma-
Ious. With the view to the different Boa. is acting more or
less in harmony in this respect, it would be highly desirable
that they sliould meet in annual conference to discuss varions
points of mutual interest and thus, as fan as possible. prevent
any anomalies, occurring.

Onuy one Dopartuhênt te satily.
Sucli an organization and procedure as is here rouglily

outlined would lie a homogeneous body, the towns and village
authorities would have intenest inl il, and the'. wolibd haive on
orne department or body to satisfy instead of two as in Great
Bitain. The Board would be ini coser toucli with the public
andi le a little more sympatlietic than would lie the case if it
vas purely an official departinent without representation. The
develoPment of sanitary works would be on more co-ordinated
lines thaai is at present possible. The muniipabities would
have the satisfaction of receiving such information as would
b. available on prospective scliemes, white the investors
would have the satisfaction of knowing that the money was
invested on undentakings approved by an iiidependent public
arganization such as they are accustomed to in Great
Britalu.

UNIFORM MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTINC

The Ontario Government will lie asked by the Ontario
Municipal Association to establisli a municipal departinent
with a Minister at its head. Moreover, either the Provincial
Administration or the Fedenal Goveromnent will be requested
tu appoint a commnission to devise a unîforin systein of ac-
counting for municipalities.

Mr, George I. Lecs, of Ilaihon, said that municipalities
were making costly experiments in road-building-, sewage
disposa1 . wýýatenrworks plants, sales of bonds, accounting sys-
tes and other questions. A municipal departinent woluld lie
able to collect a great deal of information which would save
the munnicipalities large sums o! money, and a great deal o!
iinnecess;ary Mk.H also urgeti that if a uniforin systern
of accounting were provided it would, le possible to publish
annua1ly statistics analysing and comparing the cost of civîc
vorks and goverlnents.

HIe als'> pointed out the necessity for comparative muni-
cipai statistics, and recommended that each municipality
prepare similar data for every departmeuî and suh-department.
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AMERICAN AGRICULTURAL FINANCE
COMMISSION

Report of Investigation is to b. Compiled-Four
Canadian provinces are Represonted

Plans have been perfected for the compilation of the report
of the United States Federal commission on agricultural CO-
operative finance and agricultural co-operative associations, fol-
lowing the completion of its labors abroad. The organiza-
tion lias established headquarters in Washington with the
senate committee on interstate commerce; the Ainerican comn-
mission on agricultural co-operation, which lias co-operated
with the Federal commission in its investigation înto European
methods, lias also established itself in Washinigton, and wîll
compile a report on the subject to be submitted to the gover-
nors of thirty-six States and the premiers or four Canadian
provinces which were represented by delegates on the United
States commission. The members of the commission recent-
ly returned from a three months trip abroad, having arnived
home front Europe on JulY 26. In their quest for informa-
tion on rural credit systems they visîed Italy, Hungary,
Austria, France, Germany, England, lreland and Wales. Sub-
committees also toured Russia, Denmark, Switzerlaaid,
Ilolland, Belgium, Norway, Sweden, Egypt, Spain and
Scotland, A complete report is to be mnade to Congress by
the commission before the end of the year. Since the com-
missio)n's return, a statement has been issued by ifs Director

GenrIDr. C. J. Owen, to the State governors' and farmers'
organizations, in which lie says:

Value of Organlzed Rural Population.
"The commission is deeply impressed with the vital im-

portanice of a thorougbly organized and unîred rural popula-
tion. In this respect the countries of Europe off er a
lesson which may not long lie disregarded in America with-
out serious consequences. The agrîcultu.ral înterests of most
of the European counîtries visited by the commission are
organized along one or more of the following ues: Credît,
production, distribution aind social organization for the better-
ment of country life.

"«It is the opinion of many of the leaders of this mnove-
nient in Europe that the question of rural credit ouglit not to
be divorced froin co-operation for business purposes and the
gehneral organization of community'life in rural districts, In
ome countries visited agriculture and country if e interests

Igenerally are thorougbly orgzanized and co-rdinated. The
studies of the commission empliasize the necessity of defin-
îng the functions, on thr ne( hand, of the goveromeunt, and
on the other of voluntarv organ11izations, in pvomoting the
d,,v,,opmeýnt of country life. In sortie of th <-u~întrie-.
grea-t rmphasis is placed upon the value of voluntary associa-
tion,; and such State aid as involves governmei(ntal contr.)l

ovrthe activities of rural organizations is deýprecated as
tendîng to stifle the initiative of the people.

Modlfy European Systime.
"Rural conditions, eavironment and temperamnent in

Europe differ widely in the varions countries and also differ
froni rural conditions, environinent and temperaixient in
America as conditions differ in our several States and pro-
vinces; therefore, it may lie necessary in some cases ta
modify these European systeins if they are to lie adapted to
meet thec needs of Amnerican farmers. At the saine fimie, ca-
operative e ffort among the farmers of America milght well be
more generally employed and the facts gathered should be of
great value in developing methods suited to the needs of the
farmers in the several sections, States and provinces.

«"To this end, the United States Commission, witb a
mnembership in the thîrty-six States and in four provinces of
Canada, bas effected an organization, with hevadquarters in
\\asýhington, and invites the aid and co-operation of farmers
and ail agricultural organizations and persons concerned in
promning a more prosperous and contented rural life us the
enduring basis of our material, social and civil welfare. The
commiission has selected two committees which will de-
Vote their esýntire time to drafting the final report regard-
ing thr investigation.

CROPS IN NEW BRUNSWICK

The farmers of New Brunswick aire harvesting excelent
crops, and mnuch larzer ones than was anticipated in the early
summner. The potato crop will probably bc the largest one
on record, mnd alrav the question of outside markets 15
receivinit attention. The United States market will be of
some adivantage if the new tariff in that country is adopted,
although there wihl stili be aj duty on New Brunswick Vote-
toes. The Munson Lin(- bas arranged ta give a monthly
service betwveen St. John and Cuba for the benefit of potato
shippers.


