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angry. They said: "Here you Jet unknown Yankees
corne ina and do a business without restriction that
you will flot allow your own well-tried and weIl-
known subjects to carry.oni." Here was a clear mis-
take of the Colonial Office, even at 'that early day.
Anothler thing that irritated the Quebecers even more
was that they were not told why the Royal Assent
was withheld.

Finally, in despair of ohtaining authority, it was
resolved to begin business without it, and this was
accordingly done on the second of April, 1818, not
quite three years after the battle of Waterloo. The
Articles of Association of the Quebec Fire Assurance
Company were signed on that day, and the first policy


