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COMMENT AND CRITICIS.

An informal mecting of the Ottawa members of the Dominion
Rifle Associntion Council was held on the Hth to consider the annual
Lt.-Cols.
Ross, White, Panet, Bacon, and Macpherson, Mujors Macpherson and

report, preparatory to its submission to the whole council.
Anderson, and Captains Perley and Toller were present. The veport
is of the usual nature, sketching the work of the Association for the
past year and making some suggestions for the future. The whole
report will be submitted to all members of the council in galley form
Lefore being printed, and will probably be ready for distiibution as soon

as this number of the GazerTe.

From the drmy and Navy Gazette we learn that it is intendéd to
nake some changes in the personnel of the British army during
the present year, by which the army list will be materially cleared and
the services of the most capable officers of high rank sccured to the
country,  Just six months ago we alluded to the advantage which
would acerue to our foree if the age rule were generally carried into
¢lfect heve,  To can do no possible harm to vefer to the subject again,
tspecially a 1ittle has been done in the interval.  Tully onc-third of
Our commanding officers have held their positions for from ten to twenty-
five years, and over a score are the only commanding oflicers their

regiments have ever known,  These men have, in their time, done good

work and should receive every consideration, but, while there may be
wisdom in grey hairs, there is not that enthusiasm, energy, and activity
necessary to keep a regiment in a high state of efficiency. The enforce-
ment of the rule might not be followed by the best results in every
case, but, as experience has shown that officers will not retire of their
own accord, and invidious distinctigns would cause much heart-burning
and jealousy, it is better that it shonld be enforced in the same cast-ivon .
way that it is in England, and that all officers should be retired on-
reaching the regulation limit of age. The stream of promotion that
would follow would be an encouragement and incentive to other officers,
and the effect would soon be seen in the improvement of the force.

The praiseworthy attempt of which we spoke a few weeks past to
procure the abolition of the rule under which retired officers are depriv-
ed of their pensions on uccepting servize under a colonial government
is going steadily forward A case showing the poor working of the
present regulation is that of the gallant Major-General Strange, who
commanded the Edmonton column in the recent rebellion, and whose
march of seven hundred miles, through an ahnost unknown and unin-
babited country, was one of the wonders of the campaign. We have
been informed that, under the rule referred to, he lost his pension dur-
ing the time he was in the Canadian service.  As he receives the retir-
ing allowances of a major-general, and his pay in the North-west was
the full pay of a colonel, it will be seen that the difference between
the two scarcely left him the pay of a subaltern, not a very satisfactory
result after such magniticent work. We are quite certain that the
sword of this brave soldier will always be at Cunada’s service, but
neither he nor any other British oflicer should be asked to dvaw in our
defence at a personal pecuniary sacrifice, and we think that a proper
representation from onr government weuld do much to effect the abro-
gation of the obnoxious rls,

The noodle’s notions are now finished, and must have farnished
food for refloction to most of our readers; and we hope will be produc-
tive of gool in gradually impressing corps commanders, district staff
officers, and even those at Leadquarters, with the conviction that heve
in Canada, wheve speeial conditions have to Le encountered and special
obstacles overcome, special vrrangements must be made to suit these alter-
ed cireumstances; that holding fast to old established rules is not always
advisable cither in the matter of clothing, dvill, or musketey instruction.
The notions have already wet with some criticism and will doubtless
encounter more; in fict we are not ourselves inclined to go so fur as
the noodic on some poiuts, but for all that it is a decided advantage
that he has put his views in the strongest possible way—Iluke-warn
views will ever meet but a cool reception—and we are only sorry they
have come to an end.

To those who would like to have the notions complete we will
send a set of all the numbers containing them, from I to XI, or
Gazerte Nos. 27 to 37 inclusive, on reccipt of 25 cents.



