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b my principal reason, as a lover of birds,
en, and s, that the English sparrows

v 0 0 .
T N away our own more charming native birds.

 the foopmiun has just been emphasized by

ou owing incident. | was passing down one
veq ¥ Btreets the other morning when I olser-
re g?(‘,l: blrds‘ in a state of great conun!mion on
e ind, lfw,kmg up, in fact, an zqvlul dust ;
“R]iu}\n’ Leing, as T soon ascertained, three
Spizeu 8parrows and one .Chlppll‘lg SPALTOW,
l‘eing A 30cialis. The poor little native bird was
Yoby ‘{‘\nlercitillly attacked l_'y the three more
Mmigrants, and L verily believe wonld

% killed, but that my companion, a

Bged o be allowed to rescue it by driv-
;shOIll?iggress(»x's away. For mysclf, I confess
IRgye o 18ve been cruel enough to await the
Plify; the confiict for the purpose ot exem-
o 0‘(}‘.‘}: theory, whereas now, instead of a
of « . Wilful murder,” I can only prefer

Assault with intent.”

Pg Vincent CLEMeNTI, B.A.
%rbore’ May o), 1881.
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%?l';The House Sparrow, (Passer Domes-
Netion fng en of good service sinf:c its intro-

Aty o Canada, Previous toitsarrival in
T l} was almost impossible to keep
Whig e”_""ions of house-frequenting spiders,
Ouy 10: nog Summer, festooned the interior of
thej, W‘Ses, and exterior of onthouses with
the b ¢hy i This nuisance is now lessened, as
Of the a‘;‘thhes the spider, and whenever one
%‘ill\&ﬁ " shows itself, it is doomed. The
fi he:’ed Sparrow has besides adopted the
a‘ ilnit,gs System in obtaining its prey; it
With 5 tes the woodpecker by holding itself
fro, claws and tail against a wall, picking

e} . . N
V‘BQfOr Interstices any insects lurking therein.

© house sparrow was liberated in Mon-

3n, 30 ep .
ings tomologist could, on a June morn-
w

w
alk along the garden fences in the

Th :
fro.ntwep"!’tlon of the city, pick up probably
fop MY to twenty-five beautiful rare insects

18 .
a Collection. This cannot be done now,

]
t:% SParrow destroys all insects whether
ve

iem or not. This is the only fault we
Jingy; n i“St_hlm-that he makes no diserim-
'ben‘ﬁc'an hl‘s selection~he kills as many

88 injurious insects. We have seen
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this pugnacious little bird attack the large Nor-
thern Cicada, holding it in its beak while the
insect made the curious noise with its drnms,
which we frequently hear in the carly part of
September.  The bird heard it, but the insect’s
noise was of no avail; the sparrow placed its
foot upon it and picked it to pieces.—~En.

TENACITY OF LIFE IN BIRDS.

Dear Sie,—Last fall, T received from the
Manitoulin 1slands, a living Kagle—the Gray
Sea— [uliactus albicillu), o stufl.  Wishing
1o kill it as quickly as possible, T proenred a
strong acid poison from a druggist, and gave it
a dose said to be sufficient to destroy its life in a
few seconds.  After waiting for half an hour,
1 went out expecting to tind it dead, but there
he sat as upright as usual. T gave the bird a
second doxe and patiently awaited the result.
It had no more effect than an evident disagree-
ment in the appearance of water from its
month. Then | gave it a large piece of meat
covered with arsenic and retired to rest, expect-
ing to find him stitt and ready to stuft next
morning, but to my surprise, when I went to
his cage, it stood as upright as ever, and look-
ing none the worse. I had landanum in the
louse, and it occurved to me that I could put
him in adeep sleep; therefore I gave the Bagle
one half ounce, which had no apparent effect.
I then procured strychnine, of which I gave
him a large dose; in ashort time it took ettect,
and the strong frame which withstood the other
poisons had at last to succumb; it swayed with
violent econvulsions, and as I stood locking on
its agony, I felt that I was the cause, and guilty
of a orime. A few weeks ago I had occasion to
kill a great Horned Owl, ( ubo Virginianus),
and remembering my former experience with
the Eagle, thought to try & more speedy method.
I took a revolver carrying a No. 22 cartridge,
which I fired close enough to penetrate the
centre of its body,and the only apparent effect
it had was merely to tip him oft his perch, which
he afterwards regained. Four hours afterwards
I found him still sitting there, appearing all
right, I fired the second ball forcing him trom
his perch, which he did not afterwards regain,
yet he lived twodays afterwards. On skinning
this bird I found that both balls passed through
his body. On the 27th May last, | had occa-
sion to kill another Horned Owl, and remem-
bering my former unsuccessful experience I
thought to give him a blow which would pro-



