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«Bark cures the ague,’” eays a physician,
as he adiministers a dose to his patient.

« What did the doctor say ?'" inquires the
sick man, when the physician is gone.

“ Oh,* replies the attendant, * he said
that bark is, as it were the siga of the ague
being cured.” - ‘

Most wise and faithful interpreter|

But I have ot done with this wonderful
man yet. 1 have read you his expl.anat.ory
note : let me now read you his practical im-
provement. ; -

¢« et us beware” he says, that we rest
pot in outward forms, as if that Baptism
could save us which only washes away the
filth of the flesh.” ’

I confess that, much as [ knew of-the non-
natural sense in which Pro;estantism.’very
often interprets the Bible, I was .st'artled'to
find so audacious a contradiction in terms 8o
tearful an instance of giving the lie direct to
its words. o o

Let us take another instance. A poor
oimpie man, reading the Gospel ‘a_cc'ogrdu‘!g
to St. Matthew, comes upon this verge:
“ And I will give unto. thee the keys of the
kingdom of "heaven; and whateoever thou
shalt bind on earth shall be bouad in heaven,
and whatsoever thou thalt loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven.”” ~Why, he v?oq!t:i_
eay, here is.a -most fearful power_of ,qom.e_j
kind:given:by Christ to St. Peter. Was it
given to him-alone, or ‘to the ptber.qu,siles
also, and if so was- it’ given to others' beside:
them? Itis mércly a wode of sp&éking,
feplies a Protestant interpeter. [t only means’
that if God forgives a.sinner., and His minis-
ters, declare to that sinner that he is forgivgn,_
he may take comfort in their declaration.
But is not this something like a truism?
inquires our simple (riend. . And in that:
sense has not every one, a3 well as a minister
" the keys of the "kingdom- of -heaven? And
is it not remarkable; that. our. Lord shob‘id
have made with’ s0 much. solemity a gift
which, according to you, was no gift at all’?
And s it not yet wore strange, -that'in the
parallel _passage, the . word, = Whosoever
sing ye remit,  they are remitted unto them,
and whosesoever sins ye' retain, they are
rotained, Ho ehould have iutroduced them
by those most solemn words—Receive ye the
the Holy Ghost ? That is all -very plausible,
replies the Protestant; but. if you attribute
any further meaning to those words, you fall
into Fopery; and whatever we do, we must
take care not to do that. , o

Now I will give you aunother example of
explaining away the words of Christ, and for
somethingof a similar reason. Our Lord says,
# Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a
maa be born {agaio, 'he cannot see the king-
dom: of God.'' Now the famous Paley
preached 8 sermon on this subject.- Of
course one question which he-hadsto discuss
was : What is meant by the new birth? He
did not like to say that it was Baptism,
because that might have been .thought
Popish : he did not - like to- say that it was
Conversion, because that might have been
thought Methodistical. And o he eays,
that the expression means nothing : nothing,
that is, in tho present tine, and under preseant
circumstances, S b

You will confoss that this is:awful. Dut
why more awful than to tell yg that “J will
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of
heaven'* means nothiog, that isin the piesent
time, and under present circumstances?

Now, I will take another subject, but one
on which 1 should not have entered, had not
Mr. TneLwary afford: me 8o remarkable an
example of the manner in which Protestants
deuny those parts of the Bible that they do
not like, that [ *am unwilling to pass by it,
especially as what he said may be fresh in

the:remembrance of some of you.

A plain mon, taking up his Bible rcads
this saying of our Lord’s: * Except ye eat
the Flesh of the Son of Man and drink His
Blood, ye have no life in you.” And again.
* The Bread that I will give is My Flesh,
which I will give for the life of the world.”

Now, let any man read first that passage, and-

then the account of the iistitution of the
Ioly Eucharist ; and will any one eay that

he would not, whether mistakenly or not, is:

-not the question, but that he wonld not

nalurally, refer the one to the other? Says
Mr. Thelwall, That is rank ‘Popery. The
words can have no sauch ‘a meaning. Why
not ? He gives two reasons : '

The first i3, that the Ioly Eucharist was
not then instituted. Now it is very remark-
able, though of course Mr. TueLwary, and
other Protestants pass that quietly by, that our
Lorp speaksin the fature sense—* the bread
that I will give is My fl:sh, which I will give
for the life of the world.”" Dut even if this
were not 60, by Mr. TueLwarr's argument,
nooe of the prophecies in the past or present
tens such as those in the 53d chapter of
Isaian can apply to our Lorp, because lle
was uot then come. This argament however
is older than Mr. TugLwary, but [ really
give him credit for his second.
wonderful example of what a man will do to
twist Scripture, rather than accept it when
contrary to his own tradi:ions. e says; let
us imagine that the whole Bible were lost ex-
cep: the Gospel according to St. John. As
that Gospel contains no account of the insti-
tution of the [loly Eucharist, a reader.could
never interpret those passages in the 6th

chapter of that Sacrament. But what nonsense
‘and worse than nonsense is this!

"Why every
man may get rid of every doctrine that he docs
not like by the same siinple expedient, of sup-
posing those chapters or books of the Bible’
lost which happen to contain it. And cu-
riously enough, in:that same chapter is a stri-
king instance of thie absurdity into which Mr.
Tuenwarr runs. Our Lorp there says:
“ What and if ye shall see the Sox of Man
ascend where [le was before ?* " Can any

one doubt that this refers to the Ascensioun ?

According to Mr. TugrLwatr, it caonot. For
supposing all the Bible excépt the Gospel of
St. Joun to be lost, as that “Gospel - contains
no account of the Ascension a-reader could
never interpret that text of ‘the Ascension.
Now-I @ill give you two more instances
how Protestants, notwithstanding their watch-
word, take anyting rather than . the . Bible, ds
true, when its.plai@ sense is against them,
You have all heard of ZwincLrs, the Swiss
reformer. ITe was the first who taught that
the Iloly Eucharist is a ‘mere barc sign, and
that our Lorp's Words—This is My Body—
mean‘g=This is a figure of My Body. . Ile
was defied to bring forward. from . Holy
Scripture any one passage where This is
means Thisisa figure of. Ble tells us and
it is no matter whether the story be true
or false, it proves thus much, that Protestants

‘would do any thing to get rid of such parts of

the Bible as make against them; he tells us

-that he puzzled and puzzled over his challenge

and was hopeless of findiugany other example

‘e had been thinking deeply on the matter

when & supernatural figure, so he says, ap-
peared, and said : ** Fool! Why not enswer
hini : Ye shall eat it in haset : It IS the Lonn's
Passover.” Aod Zwincig:joyfully caught
at the text. R :
CaronsTapT, the German réfb‘r”iner, pressed
by the eame difficulty, explained the text
thas ; Our Lorp, he said, administered the
Holy Eucharist to Ilis Apostles with the
words, Take, eat, an then pointing to Himnself
added, This s My Body! - -~ - =
But now to draw-to a conclusion:
~ Shall we not be ashamed to call ‘ourselves
by a name which pledges ua to no faith, but
werely: to a negation of all faith ? that.taking
ita very- title from division, perpetuates a con-

they all may be one P this is shared by heretics
and upbelievers of all kinds and. degrees?

‘that has no principle but self-contradiction,

no logic but an argument in a circle—whose
profession is 80 unreality, whose watchword
is ‘a lie? Shall we not rather with all our
bearts and souls cling to that blessed title
which, by its very name, cmbraces all mankind
in the arms of its love—which speaks of peace
upon earth and good will to men——for which
so many martyrs have rejoiced to shed  their
blood—for which so many confessors have
toiled and have suffered—a name which
must be victorious over cvery enemy, which
has the promise of infallibility against all error
—a name proper to that Church which, as
universal in space, is to receive the heathen
for her inheritance, and the uttermost parts
of the "earth for her possession: which, as
universal in time, will endure as long as the
world lasts, yes, and after the world. shall

pase away, even for cyer and ever?

Aund it isa.

tradiction of our Lomp’s last prayer, That |-

| NON-NATURAL INTERPRETATION.

AT the the foundation of much evil has
lain the mischievous principle of nox-natural
tuterpretatim. 'This has, in our day, infused
a deadly poison into the far-famed Oxford
movement ; which for a while, was dving great
and much-needed good to the catholic cause;
but which this perversion gave a sad turn
towards the cause of Popery.
pernicious principle is striving, also, to corrupt
the Gospel iu the opposite direction, both in
its faith and its morality. For instance, the
Bible says: ** Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
.kingdom of God.” * The tradition of men"’
interposes, and so distorts this simple declara-
tion, as to make it say that water has nothing
to do with man’s regeneration; but that this
i is the effect of spiritual influence, imparted
without any sacramental means; and there-
fore a noun-natural iuterpretation must be
attached to the word * water.”

a child, *“ We yield Thee. hearty thanks, most
merciful Father, that it lath pleased Thee to
regenerale this infant with Thy Holy Spirit."
By a non-natural interpretation, a theory
adverse to the m;”urcll, aud to the evangelical
docztrine which the Church has received, main-

‘@ay,but implies only a hope that such has been
the case, inasmuch as we cannot tell whether
the child has been regenerated or not. To
use the words with this mental reservation,
what is it but sinful Ramanizing ?

again: Every baptized child is taught by

made a member of Christ, the child of God,
and an ioheritor of the kingdom of [leaven.”
“The;gninister of evgry parish’’ is laid by the
Church, and required to lay himself, by
solemn promise, under a moral obligation
diligently toinstruct the children of his charge
in this great truth. The theory above ad-
verted to, says that we do not know whether
thi®'is true of every baptized child, or not.
According to this theory, therefore, a clergy-
man is to teach in one breath, what he is to
uateach in another, by telling the child to
b@kare how he takes for granted that the

agent, have taught him the truth, inasmuch
as it is, unhappily, as likely to be false as
true, to say that he is' a member of Christ, a
child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom
of Ileaven. And, moreover, the child is thus
taught prevarication : for what else can be
the natural result of requiring him "to say a
thing, of which he is immediately to be in-
structed, that it is by no means certain that
itie the trath? He is thus placed, at once
under & dewmoralizing training, fraught with
one of the inost deeply-rooted evils of Roman-
ism. - : i 3

The-theory referred ta is, also, connected
with the monstrous principle, that the Church
is to be considered less careful to enunciate
the truth, when - she takes with her words,
wherewith to come before the ILord, and en-
gage her members in homage at His throne,
than when she annouuces her faith and reli-
gious principles and views to man: in other
words, that her prayers are not to be regarded
as siandards of her principles. * The spirit
and understanding’’ of true evangelical piety
and- devotion instinctively revolt at this.—
Evergreen.
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