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. “Tne;..Presse has a long.article on the :same
 subject. * «What we ‘desire” to-show - for “the
present,” itsays— .
- -Ts that the Washington. Cabitet hias adopted
.~ the only:line "of conduct which-.could. save ils
~ country from-the calamilies ‘of a disastrous war,
in-which it would huve had against it'the opinion
of ‘the ‘whole world. ~W¢ must campliment it on
. jts justice, which, 1 tbis instance, is alhed to
good sense. No doubt the advice: tendered by
the great. Powers of Lurope, and especially by
the French Government, bas powerfully acted on
jts mind, and it bas set great value ou those ma-
mfestations, which bave, happily, disabled it from
persisting in the tone into which the audacity of
one of -its ugents bad hurried it.” - )
" “The Presse dentes that America- had any just
claim, for services rendered, to the sympathies of
France.” It calls to mind the treaty of 1794 be-
‘tween the United States aud England at the
commencement of the war witi France:—

% When we read histury, and look again over
the provisions of that lreaty, we shail know
what the rancor and the gratitude of that State,
which is not even a Governument, but a multitude,
are worth, and which is ready, when 1ls caprice
oF its interests require it, to betray alike its best
friends and 1ts most cherisbed priociples. This
is what nobody in France should forget, though
it must not_ prevent us from congratulalg our-
selves on the pacific result of an affuir in which
Englaod breaks through its exclusive iaritime
traditions. ‘The incident is a fortunate onesince
war is not the -consequence, and since the tri-
umph of civilisation this time does not cost hu-
manity-aaything.”’— Cor. of the Temes: -

In 1856 the States. which signe¢ the Treaty of
Paris came 10 & reaolution that in cases, ot interna-
tional dispute thé parties shoild, as far’as circum--
stances perimit, have recourss to, the good offices of i
third Power. No sooner did the'difficulty nrise be-
tween Boglfud and the Federal Siates than France

" hastened to'act.in sccordance with ‘this clause in the

" hastene acco ith this clause in the
treaty. =~ Anticipating any request'on our part, ?f}‘r’.
voluntarily made known to the Washington Govern-
ment her opinion op the matter, and-in -friendly but
decided langunge told President Lincoin that it wa3

his duty to yield. The good example set by the Im-
perial Government was, a3 we have seen, speedily
foltowed by similur exbortations on the part of Prus-
gia And Austria, and itis‘probablethat if reparation
héd nov been made by the Federal Government every
maritime’ mation would have *announced iis'adhesion.
to the principled stated’by” M: Thouvenel: * Thus the
French Governmerit haa given 'an additional securisy
to the peace of Burope by carrying into Dractice the
doctrine which'received Europein “Basent five years
ago. 'This friendly tender of advice in international
disputes seems likely to remove many-difficulties
which huve beset diplomacy, for few nations will dars
to persist in & cu?g}g ijeh bas.-been visited by re-
monstrances from, ,j}lh,a_ lingiBowers.of the world.—
Times. .":_’ R T,

M. Anour ayp:ELoN-ProN.—Ourreaders are doubt-
less too famljisxwith the rame of M, Edniond About
and his antecgdents to require any -furtber informa-
tion on thesgvpoims from us, He wag tbe smarg
- writer whom {ile French Goverament sent to Rome
" few years ago to fabricate libéls against'the Ponti-
fical Governmont for the pages of the .Mon;_zwr, from
" which they were nt last excloded only-bécause the

Archbishop o‘%ﬂariq declared it impossible for him
to hold any fu ;’___gt;c'qm.@qnmq.}gpn;_wgtl:_;}_be Imperial
Court unless this¥infamons scindal, censed. About
then retarned 10 Paris, ‘wheré:lis-has bedi'en active
literary::Swiss .in theservice of, ‘Ploa-Plan;. -whose |
speehhﬁ‘ng&inst,;the;'l,iol)!v_Seg_-he is geoerally.aupposed:|’
] 0 d «lso.a manufactarer of farces.

" "not distinguisbed for their:delicacy or.itefinement. of

thonght or expression.’ One of. these was lately
brought.cus at the Odeon, but jt created such a storm
of indigpation that it bas been withdrawn, after four
nights of astruggle, in which the opposing forces
' geemed to grow gradually stronger. . Several arrests
- were made po; the "ll\st'/:ﬁight-‘ﬁo'ﬁl the frebredentation.
- 3. About's unpopularity is qv.t_nbute; by some to ln's
© ‘anfi-clerical. views upon Rome; by others, to his
. supposed ‘relations with:Prince ‘Nspoleon,  who.:was
" present at'ooe of these performances, and .came in
for a share of popular disfavor.— Weekly Regisler,

A Parig latter on tbis-sabject sa¥s:—* M. Abouts
ne‘: II:l:l;?‘lGaetana,’_hgs‘ disappeared from the Odeon
playbills. Last mght, the fourih representation, tlje
row was so great-that:the. Manager let the curtdin
fall- before the third act wes gver, and cleared the
(heatre A cirious manifestation then took place.
. A crowd of students su;rogqc_}gd»._the stage door! a.uav
eroine of the piece, Madlle. Thuillier,
“ag.ghe ‘¢ame out, t0-8how that their. opposition.: wu‘s:,-,
:?:x_;‘l;ev:uy-persb’nal to her. ;flflxe;t—;tbgn;t‘ormed & pro:;
cession‘io’the number, of two omhree,hund;gd,- ,‘3‘“},
‘marched across the Pont: Neuf -by;}he,lPa.la.m: Royal,;
Pluce de:la:Boursé to-d: About's re-,
Passage Saulnjer, where:they gave

7
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' Lrough music.., W
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YLE. e Eloile spys:
which, the Bishop.of Kildare
gave with'sp much. frackness to the questions of the
Parliamentary. Qommitieg, i found 2 bistorieal ex-:
position of ‘the highest intérest. . It was not, known.
before, that until thé death of the last of the Stuarts,
the Pretender bad nlways nominated to the vacant
sees in Ireland. The English Government - with &l
its ‘gold, bad never beeun.nble to ‘get at this secret;
and when we reflect that it was, perbaps, in .the keep-
ing of 10 000 individuals, so ndmirable an .example
of guarded fidelity lowards their legitimnte sovereign,
we' recall to recollection that the. ouly. general of
Maria. Theress, whom the Kinp of Prussia despaired
of being able to corrupt was an Irishman ;. and :that
our unfortudate Louis XVI. had no more faithful de-
fenders than the Irizh artached to his serviee.”
‘Parm, Jas. 12.—The Moniteur of this. morning
says :— The Emperor having taken into considera-
tion the wish of the Masonic Order in France to main-
tain & central representatior, has appointed Marshal
Magnan as Grand Master of all the lodges in France,

.An esteemed correspondent writes to us (Tubiel)
from Paris.—The anxiety created throughout the
whole Catholic world in consequence of the late
measures adopted by M. de Persigny in regard to
the Society of St. Viaceat de Paul, will supsly a
good plea for this letter. The details I now send
you may be relied on by your readers a3 drawa from
the mest authentic sources.

Everyone must remember the surprise and indig-
nation whiek arose in all Gatholic hearts when, by
his circular of the 16th of Ovctober, the French Mi-
nister accused the Council-General of the Society of
being a focug of political intrigues, nnd of raisiag a
budget ©the amouunt of which was applied to un-
koown purposes.” It i3 now tully ascertained that
M. de Persifoy views every Catholic in France as a
secret Orleanist, aod a3 such to be persecuted and
hunted down as far 83 Imperial desposism and legal
forms ' will allow. In vain did the President and
most influentia] members of the Council appeal to
the Minister's good senae and impartiality, ra order
to show how truly 'unfounded! were bis preposses-
ions; all their arguments wera: rebutted by the fol-
lowing pithy seatence : —' Well'! let us suppose after
all that your saciety is uot a political azsociation, a

day might come wheo 4 conteést would arise between
Church and Sta'te, Of course: I don't foresee-a case,
of ' this kind—of "¢ourse ‘I do.not wish for it—but
still such an occurrence nay happen some day or
other. Now:remember that my buginess is to- sup-
port the State, not the Cburch; consequently I:can-
aot wish to find before- me an organised association,
extending ' throughout the whole world, and whoss
real object would {be-to defend the Church.”” Such
were Persigny's concluding words, with which ;he
waived his duditors to'thie door, adding only, that
in regard for the reorganisation of the Council-Gene-
ral, he would take the Emperor's orders. If some
good people were disposed to believe that His Majes-
ty i3.not:of'the'same 'Opinion asg his Minister,. their/
delusion. must be be -dispelled by the simple fact,
that, neither the President-General, nor any other
member -of the society, . has-been able to obtain an.
audience of Napoleon, though direct and indirect
applications have been repeatedly made to. that
purposa.
Matters being thus-.brought to such a ‘crisis, the
Minister soon proceeded to.fulfil his own views. As
every one of the French Conferences had unarimons-
ly required the restoration. of the Council-General,
M. de Porsigny volunteered’ to eatisfy. their wishes,
on congdition that his, Eminence, the Cardinal Arch-
bishop* of Paris, should be appointed President of the
Sociely by.the Government. . . . . .. -
To this proposal the Oardinal demurred:by. oppos-
ing the blank refusal.. Gn the other hand;.the Goun-
cil-Ganeral equally refused.to accept.any condition
of that kind, as it implied a question. of. principle.—
Of courae, the choice of 'such a person .as. His Emi-
nence would be met.with .the utmost confidence and-
respect op the. part of:,the .Society ;. but . under. the
present c::ipumstsnces;.after BO many nuojust aocusa-;
tions  brought against. the Oouancil-General by the
Migister—after having:himself required a.guarantee
agaiost contingencies—it became indispensable both
for'the French Conferences, and above all for those.
situafed in foreign . countries, 1o be provided, not
with an honorary. Eresident such .as- the (ardimal
must neede be, but with & real, effoctive, and acting’
Chatrman.” . . o R -
Thig being the case,. the unwonted intervention of
the Government to eppoint the President of a. So-
ciety divested of any public character whatever, and
merelf autborised by the ' Police, would deeply
modify the. constitution of the Seciety, according to.
whick the Precident i3 elected by the Conferences.
Again, the very character of the Society -wouid be.
gravely nltered—that character being one of private,
charity placed under the control both of  the public
and of Government, but still maintaining and pre-
gerving 1ts own individual independence. .
Thicdly, therules of the Society, ever faithful ad-
hered to, and tested by un experiance of twenty-five.
years of unparalleled prosperity, had. likewise mat
with the'approbation of ‘the: Holy Father, who had
been pleasedh to' attich certain . spiritunl graces to
“thiefr application. . " . ‘
Consequently, there - waa. not the slightest reason .
to aiter those rules. . Now, the principle of appoint-
ment by the Goveroment heing once admitted, the.
litter might select any. layman .to supersede -the.
Oerdinul, and by such & nomination qualify and al--
ter the character of the institgtion:. * .. ... .. . .
.Fourthly, to'authorise the; existence . of  the Coun-
cil-General on,the condition.of -aliering .the charac-.
“ingtitdtion itselt, would by'no meéans re-
hich “bad

4. .
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d+Sacdinian: troops have again’

try; says, ¢ Elements.of- discord still jex-;
e opposition and -.conspirgcy;only slumber.:
arge and .needy.population in: the midat.:

n..| of immense natural wealih cry alougd for.tood, for.the;
“i-employment of: Iabour, and the;;promotion of  indus-

try,.the.:dovelopment of these:sources.of. prosperity-:

‘| which abound -in Southern.Italy more:than.in :any;

country.undar the:sun.” ‘This is an eloguent sketch:
of Ttalian prosperity.; coming from the source it.does:
its. value is inecreased ; -the halp of-.glory: which:.was"
soughtto becast round the'so-called: [inlian revolu:
1ion nolonger.. suffices to eall its defects 7 the, injus-.
tice. by, which, it-hrs been :accomplished,-aad ;with.
whichk it was waiotnined, is becoming. apparent even’
to -the friends of the cause.: In the fuce of. .all tliis,.
we bave Garibaldi calling, for the. hundredth time
his. admireis. and followers to. arms, and .prepare,
while Victor Emmanuel tells his ministers that -they’
have done much, but that more remainos-to do !—Na-
tion. . N : L :
Turi¥, JAN . 15.—To-day, . in the Chamber of De-
puties, Signor Dondes asked a question respecting:
the recent disturbaoces at. Ciatellamare.. He cen-
sured. the local authorities for not having taken regu-
1nz legal proceedings agninat the disturbers of public

ing been shiot without trial. . The Minister of Justice
said the Government had not yet received an official
accouni. Ha said-it was wery difficult for the judi-
cial authorities to obtain the evidence .necessary for
conviction, and added that the efforts-of  the soldiers.
1o repress disorders would have been ineffectual but
for a spontaneous movement on the part of the inha-
bitants. o o . :
Tae Rosxax Qussrion.—Ttriy, Jan. 15.—In the’
Senate to-day Baron Ricasoli made a general state-
mentof the policy of his ministry with regard to the-
Roman question. He said that at Rome not only the
interests of Italians, but bumanity in genera] were
at stake, Perhaps, at this very moment, our desti-
nies are ripening. The government, firm in the alli-
ance with Fraace, will continue to follow its present
poliey. The Marguis de Villamarina requested Baron
Ricasoli to explain the passage in his speech, *f per-
haps at this very moment our destinies are ripening.”
Baron Ricasoli replied, ¢ I expressed myself thus, be-
cause the Roman question, being a moral question,
makes progress every day.””
Le Monde publishes a fuller report than was sent-
by telegraph of the Pope’s speech to the officers who_
were presented to.him by Mgr, de Merode after Mass
on Dec. 26, the Pupe's fete day. His -Holiness said
that lie beartily. thanked his officers and --soldiers for
tbe generons sentiments expressed by the Minister at
War, and that their. assurances .of .devotednass - and
fidelity were o great consolation.to him. .at- this pe-
riod of nniversal confusion. . #You.know,” he -toid:|.
them, “the story of . King David, .that prophet king,:
whose: Psalms, we .daily sicg,: You know: how “he
was3 stripped of his kingdom acd -driven out.of his
capital by an iniquitous rebellion, headed -by one of
his own sons.. What did. David do? . He supported
his, misfortue with calm, deplored such great iniguity,
and when he was forced by his. faithful .army to' do
battle, with the rebels, he begged, with tears in his-
eyes, that his son might be spared. .. Yes, David
would have saved his son, but God - was determined-
to punish him, and you all know how that miserable
rebel perished.’ In like monmer God, in His justice,
will avenge. the. persecutions and outrages under’
which the Church is now' suffering. .Even as Absa-.
lom perished, suspended. by his .proud head-to the
branches of .a tree, so will.the present efforts of bypo-
crisy and impiety end in ignominious failure, and we
sball return together into the provinces usurped and
tyrannized .over by our enemies. These provinces
belong fo the Holy See in their integrity, -and. [ will
cede no‘hing of them, for it is not permitted ‘to me
to abandon the domain.of the Church, whick .i3 the
security of the liberty and independence of the vicar
of Jesus Christ. Yet, Isay it with confidence, .we
will return into these provinces. If.J om not -thers
myself with you, he will be who aucceeds me on the.
Papal throne—for Simon dies but Peter-is immortal
The Pope then proceaded, a3 previously reported, to

must either precedo or follow, the Pope ;. and:that:if;
t

but His'word should.not pass away. ... .:.. .,
Roue, Jan, 6.—To-dsy the Pope convoked 2 Con-.
sistory, and appointed & new Archbishop of Warsaw, -
His Holiness will celébrate a _ funeral service for the .

.1ate Kiog of Portugal on | the 14th instant. . .. .

Roitg, Jan. 6.—A. proclamaiion, printed' here by,
order of ,the Bourben . Gommittee, eshorts :the.Na-;
tional Guard of the Neéapolitan provinces to..expel
the . Piedmontese, declaring  that the Neapolitans.
alone have:the right of settling their future desti-
nieg. - The-proclamation is dated frum Naples,.and
signed tho.*“Patridtic Committee.” It was despateh-
ed yesterday to Naples.,’ | C
Tee Sv- Perer's PeNCE, I8 Roxr.—The Giornale
di Roma,in u supplement to its pumber of the 31st
of December, publishes'the fourtesnth ligt of sub-
gcriptions for the St. Peter's Pence received in Rome,
by the-members of -the Areheconfraternity of St.
Peter. The total sum'received up to that day (from
September, 1860) amounts to 42,450 scudi :(about
£9,220), thus subscribed by a city of 190,000 inhabi-
tants, in n space of sixteen.months, and by means of
a single coufraternity only, in comparatively small
sums, apart from other .large offerings sentiz
direct manner to the Papal treasury. . R
Roug, Jan. 9,—The Pope has issued an Apostslic
letter, calling atientior: to i3 incessant efforts to
reunite .the Greek and Latin churches. With this
object his Holiness has.. established & special perma-
veet Congregation of, Cardinals, wha are to accupy
' themselves exelasively with the affuirs of the Haaf-.
‘ern . Church. The Congregatioa .hitherto. charged.
‘withtlie censorship of, Orientnl books is auppressed,
- Rouz, Jax. 12.—Monsignor Chigi, the Prpal Nun.:

“inordiog. for- Paris "\The dmounts realised- by tlie:
subscriptions of Peter's'Pence. are 3,809,747 Roman:
‘crowns, besides objects.of greativalue, *:: zre

+Aletter in .the Nord gives an’ interesting ' a
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order, and. expressed his disapproval o persons hav- [

tell the officers, that the time would come.when they |

not himself, .his saccessor would lend them, to.vie-.|
ory,. for .the Ohurchy, must triumph,.. Jegus, Christ.|.
had.said g0, and heaven and earth might pass away, |,

. d-giv ccount’
of -the recent transactions betwesn-M. ‘de- Lavalstte:

| and’the Pope: respectitig: the presence at Rome of: Fi
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postolic:benediction
y8.be happy: i
! Ho

E
tion of & monatroue
(added:: HisHoline
tion) of an anti-politica
continued  nearl
mired the; diseipli Y. W]
age’; but thoge ard things that little ‘concern me,'b
canse I'muat:look: bigher than'this world for- my:
strength and-suppoct. .:But I.give my-benediction to:
that -portion of the Fre rmy, now :in.Rome., . I
also give it to that great portion of France:which in
so many ways stands forth' in defénce of my irter-
ests. I also-give it to those good soldiers who come’
hers almost-every day to surround me,’and of*-whom
I may say, with St. Paul, that;they.are my crown
apd my joy.. . After these .words, spoken in French;
and in a voice which moved all present, the-General
in Ohief,'in a brief reply, repeated the sentiments of
the Emperor towards his Holiness, ‘and solicited &
beaediction for the families. of the soldiers. .

n

- OATHOLIC PRoerass IN GREAT BRITAIN.—We' ex*
tract the following  Statistical Summary from the
Catholic Directory for.1863: : : 0
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Exsrano: N .
Westmiogter 184! 80 12 24 1
Beverley 101 82 6 12 1
Birmingham 130 96 3 23 1
Clifton 57 40 3 8 1
Hexham 56 70 1" 10 1
Liverpool 172 98 4 25 1
Manevia and N ) ‘ . o
' Newport” 41 37 ©3 5- 0
Northampton 25 4 - 0 4.0
Nottingham 62 .. 48 L T8
Plymouth = 34 33 1. 6.0
Salford 90 61 4 1 1.
Shrewsbury 78 66 .8 6.. 1.
Southwark 126 89 % 12; - .
Bishopg &.Priests .~ = .. - ' .. .
unattached 31 00 L0 0.0
Total id Begland 1215 824 *- . 50  153. 10
SCOTLAND.: O C R
. Bastern District 53 .. 61.. A IR T O
» Western Do 85 89 0 4 1.
Northern Do 31 37 0 2 0
Bishops 4 00 0 0 0.
Total in Scotland 173 . 185 00 92
Total in Great L
.. Britain .- . 1388 - 1019 530 162 12

‘The numbers-slightly vary from those given with
the Dicceses, in conzequence of the Gommnnities be-
ing. here included. ' - Co B

~Toe Gatholic Directoryof 1859 ‘gave the If_ollowih’,\g;"
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The progress made.in the last three yoars is more-
clearly shown in the following table:— .~ »

LTl et e i 1862.. ...-1889..
Bishops and Prieats.......... 1368 - 1,222 .
COhurches, chepels, & stations.. 1,018 " :".. -~ 926
Communities of Men..vouuu g <3500 =+ - 3405
Convents...u.ves s V1627 0 110
Collegen. . vu,e s ohiv SINNE RN §: SETTNCEES b B

- The increase in the three years is, of:‘Bishops acll’
Priests.” 166"; of: Cburches, chapéls, ‘aid- stations;’

93 of commanitied;: 16 ;:'of ‘conveints; 53 of:
leges, 1. B R R LR A X
" "i1t.is an incteass of 133 per cent on. the. numbers of.
the Bishops of :Clergy; an-increase of 10 per centon
the number of ohurches and chapels ; o increase: of
47 per cent on:the number of 'communitiesof ‘med ;,
an increase of 47 per cent on'the'number of tonvents’
‘and an increase of 9 per’cett a numbe
Jeges.—ZLondon Tablet

battlaiabips, te
o, powarful’armed

ad met withint Gaeta)iat o[ Th
toVquit?|-

.-| kikve replied, * No’j but'l

‘| » timely corcession.

I-its” prisonars i wer

| palpable

mad :Combineg
9;..10.case the Briyg)’

ment & 1eir, 0wn termg.
by laying the ‘fleet broadside on the st'ffe?:gg
rk, oboken ; . this:could ; be done wirp.
isk. . The.iron shipgon-the Canadijay
: 01ages a8 on the
ready made g4

em,.and rathep

s Dhke of Welliigton wis askid wi
‘ot surprised"hefﬂt@.‘;’g-‘?ﬂ.t'@r'lob}‘ he.‘.isws!':nei:ih:;'
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guage would fitly espress the diffirende betweeq ou
position a1, the time when tbe outrage was committe(ll.
on’ the Trent add-thet in which we find ourselveg
after ‘perusing Mr. ‘Seward's'déspatch, The forme
cannot b taid to'Have taken Wby surprise oy g))
'We could mot, indeed, have foreseen 'it,"'yet Wwe were
tolerably prepared’ for it, for we kuoew how lit]e 8
mere breach of internationallaw would trouble th
consciencs of A patriotic’American eaptain, and the
Democratic organs:of ‘the North had so oflen assured
ug ‘of *their defire to pick & 'quarrel with ug that we
bad almost come to believe them. It wag far mare
gress and the Secretary g

detp;nding that, after Can
the Navy had expressed their approbation -
tain Wilkes, and thé mob-had’ pr‘t;l:imineed inorhi(s}afg.
vour, Mr. Lincoln's Governmext should have felt .
self strong enough’ to avoid o war with Englang by
t But "the document in which
this concession is conveyed‘and justified is the crowp.
‘ing mervel of the story. Tis length is portentoug
its verbinge indescribable; ard the nssurance and
confidence in " our ignorance which it exkhibits aro jp.
deed’ what the the New York, Herald calls them —
¢masterly.” Professing to be éxhdugtive, it l“n':‘as
untoucheéd three:fourths of the whole field of z.zrgu.
ment already familiat to the readers of this Journal
Professing to ‘be logical, it quietly * assupes" thé
most material of all the points thatig to be proved—
viz., ' that the circumstance that (he Trent was pro-
ceeding from & neutral port to nnother neutral port
does notmodify the rights of the belligerent Power.”
Professing to deal with a practical issue, it discusseg
at prodigious length & number of hypothetical cages
confesgedly doubtful in themsel ves, aud in no respeci
analogous to that of the Trent. It abounds in such
platitudes as that ¥ War is a terrible social eril "
that * neatrality is the hatbinger of peace,” and that
‘ bumean actiona generally proceed upon mingled
and conflicting motives.” -QOalling itself *a very
simpleand patura] statement of the facts, “aud analy.
sis of the law applicable.ta them," it is, in reality, s
vastand irrelevant preamble, ending witha dogm;.t-
io-quotation from Medisgn, eninsiating a prineipls
amply broad -enough to cover- the whole case, and to
render-nugatory. the tedious array of ‘facts and aren.
ments.by. which it is ushered in. TIt..would be .well:

Duke of Wellid

"| for Mr.. Seward's  reputation as a_diplomatise if thi

despatch had never been published 1 exfenso. The
telegraphic summary “had ° already given the only
part of-it that would stand criticism for n moment,
There :wag some plausibility. in-the bonst that in sur.
rendering’ the prisoners. Ameriea was, carrying out:
her own cherished principles against ber own inter-
ests, until he examined ‘the frivolous, ard worse thap,
frivolous;"reasona by ‘which tais assertion’ was ‘bol.
stered up. : ' We say worse than frivolous, for we will:
not conceal our cobvicuion-that :the injustice of his.
cause wag present to, the mind of the writer through-
out the composition of this pitiful Stnte paper, and
that all the fire-drawn 'distinctions between contca-
band “things” and :*contraband” persons were in-
tended -to- disguise: from the. American people the
fact .that submissron: was joevitable, Mr. Seward
cannot be ignorant that, so far: from adhering to the
American and Continental limitations of belligerent
rights, the greater partof his despafch ia_based oo
the old English .theory which recognised no other
regtrictiod than- the.interests of the belligerent He
cannot suppose..that this will escape the penetration
of Liord Russell or the Law" Officers of the British
.Grown, but he probably cileulates, with justice, that
it will impose‘on’ the' mass ‘of *his countrymen. Itis

"|to them that he i3 reklly spéaking when he nominally
‘addresses, Lord Lyons, and we fear. .that it is their

applause which he couris.by the insolent declaration
‘that the'Envors could ‘not have been surrendered
had ‘Stato’policy regquired that fhéy should be res

| tained,: 1 We will not so libel the natjor which he re-

presents.as to accept thia:as:a fair specimen of their
political morality; . We will..rather.hopethat when
the-history of this war comes to be written in calmer
times théerror of " deldying’ redress till it was pe-

| remptorily “demandéd, aod * then inventing Hetitious

‘reasons for.gradting:it, it will-' be ddmitted without
reserve.mLondow, Timés.. i v v i o co
. In auother article on.the same- subject, and allud-
ing. to Mr., Sewrrd's despatch, the Times says :—

" We are:told-thatin the same breath that the clnim

+|i3.just, but that if sthe safety of. the:-Union requiréd
| the detention of the captured. prisoners it would bo
- the "right’ and ‘duty 'of the  Goveroment to detain

ther'; ~~thatis; it ‘would be the right and duty of
Goverament to do towards a foreigh - State that

‘i whielr they.themselves considered to be:unjunt,—We

have then, fair: notice that all who deal with the
United States must guide, themselves, not by the
Law of 'Nstions, but by what the United States

| may-consider ‘expedient at- the ‘ime;.and thig of

course, depends upon their:ability to regist, Thug
it weas expedient. (o:put the: Qommissioners in

-{ prison on November 10, :and .it, was expadient 10

to relense tliem, whei it was found that war would
be the coiséguencé of detaining them; on December
27. ° Mr. Seward; howevor, -coneludes by sdying thal
the prisduers-are-given.up, not because England de:

i munds-them , peremptorily, but becouse-they are pot

worth Keeping ; becanse . the effectual. check and
waning progortions-of . the existing insurrection, as
well Tas the*Gomparative miimporiernce of ths cap-
“tured;- persons, - theniselves, whehn * dispassionately
‘weighed,” &c ;, nod . this pretext.is piit .facth by.&
Government which dengunced; these:mon to Congress
ai‘leading’ donspirators, which gavae its offieinl thanks
to'Captdin 'Wilkes ‘on aecount of ; the importanes of
‘thg*capture,; und took seven “weeks'to' digcover that

- ccmparatively “unimportant!”
We doult ifi any nation;aver; committed ‘blunders.s0’

}
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