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FAMILY DEPARTMENT.

MINE.
I closely held within my arms
A jewel rare;
Never had oneso rich and pure
Engaged iny cure.
'['was my own, my procious j
God gave it me,
"T'was mine: who elso conld care for it.
So tenderly ?

But the dear Master came one duy
My gom to tale,
“T cannot lot it go,” T eried :
““ My heart would break "
Nay, but the Master came for it,
To bear above.
To dock his royul dindem—
He comes in love,

“ But, Msater, it is my treasure,
My jowol raro}

'} enfely guard and keep it pure
And very fair.” ;

“1f thou keep'st my gom,"” ha said,
‘It may bo lost:”

The threshold of My home no thief
Hax over crossed.

owel,

“ And whore tho heart's rich treasure is
‘the hearl will be;

Your jowel will by saloabove,
Gone boforo theo,”

The Master said theso words and guazed
With pitying look,

While in tho eariy hush of momm
My pom he ook,

Dioso to my hoart, that morn, I held,
Tears falling fust,
An empiy casliot; the bricht gem

Was vnfo at faa,

Yes. Master, Thin mays't koep my own,
ForitisThing;

Safn in tha harso et made with hands,

" Thene nod mine.
-~ The Church Chroniele, Kenfucky.

CPHACTMPUDENT RUTH

A RTURY IN ONE CIHATTER.

| Continued)
Then sho teok ap the «lasd and, taraing it
upside down, put it on the tuble. AL the same
instant she draw out her waleh and looked ai

the timo. “ I'll it down heore wwhiie, wnd £ee
how tho gloss uete,” rhe thonght. 8o sho sut
down with tho wai-h and the eggz-builor bofore
her, '

Lying open on the toble was o Bible.  The
fly Jont showed i was Ruib’s—a piize awurded
hor at Sunduy rehool

«1 wonder i =bo vesd the lifth chaptor of the

Acts,” thonght her mistress, turning tho pages
overaimiorsly. A small Chiistmas card cansed
tho buok to tull open whare it was piaced e
marker.  Mis< Goilighily =uw it waa in the
Epistle to the Bplosiuns At the fifth and sixth
verses of the laet chaptes a thick pencil-mark
attractod ber aitiention.  Sho read tho words:
“ Not with oye-sorvice, a3 men-plelsors, but as
gervants uf Christ, doing tho wall of God from
tho Leart.” Then surawied on tho wargin she
read : Lord, heip me to be a Christiau servant.” .

The old Jady touk off her epeotseles and rub
bed them—thuy hud become dewy. She hud
for the momoent quick forgotten tho cy.-boiler,
Tho spectacles Were soon on agaiv, and balf
mechunically sho continned resding where she
bad Jelt off,  Sheo read as tar as the ninth verse
— And yo masters do tho same thing unto
thom, forbearing throatening, knowing that
your Mastor also is in heaven; neither is there
respect of persons with Him,” _

Again the spectacles required rubbing  But

| must bave mistaken the tjme!
minntes since she had last looked at it, and|

-1 Still it ran on.
Now more than seven minutes had:
The old Jady sat

sudd,enly,- daring the proées'la;“"ﬁiis . Géii"ghtly

- {canght sight of the sand-glass. It wasetill run-

ping. She looked at her watch. Burely -she
It was jive

still the sand was runningl She held the

watch near the candle to make sure she had.
No; now it was six:

not made a mistake.
minutes. She took the glass up and shook it,
Dear, dear, how very strange
itall was!
passed, yet the sand ran onl
shaking her head and rnbbing her spectacles
for nearly six long minutes more, and then at

last, in despair, she looked again, and found the

top of the glass was empty. Xleven minutes

and a half bad the sand taken to run through..
The young man in Nason and Jebb’s had sold

them the article under false pretences, That

was bud ; but worse, far worse, Miss Golightly

bad jodged Ratb without a hearing, and had
acused her of falsehood. She rose, replaced
the egg-boiler on the dreseer, then, candle in
hund, she went apstairs to her bed-room.

When Miss Heloise returned from church she
found the parlour unoccupied, except by the cat,
who was warming her paws on the fender.

According toinvariable custom, Miss Golight-
ly rcad family prayers that evening. Mies
Heloise sat on her own chair by the fire ; Ruth,
very upright, on the edge of another by the
door. Miss Golightly always read in oleaz, de-
cisive tones, as became her character ; but,
strange to say, there was a slight hesitation in
her voice to-night. Her mind appeared pre-
occupied.

The Lord’s Prayer and the Grace were end-
ed, the last Amen said, and Rutk—murmauring,
“ Will you require apy more ma'am?'—was
just ubout to leave the room, when Miss Golight-
ly made u slight gesture with the hand, and
stepped towards the door.

* Rath, I wish to speak to you before yci go,”
she said.

The girl trembled ; she felt something awfal
was about to follow.

“ I wish to tell yoa, Ruth,” continued Miss
Golightly, “that I am sorry I did not take
steps to tind out whether the sand glass aoted

properly before I accused you of falsehood. I

am un old woman, and perhaps a proud one,
but, by God’s grace, I am not too old or too
proud to learn & lesson, I trust in fature my
judgments will be more just.”

What s ~trange girl was Ruthl at this point
shostifled u suppressed sob. It was Miss He-
ivico's spectacles this time which became dewy
and required to be immediately rubbed.

“ Heloise, my dear,” said Miss Golightly,
turning towards her sister, * while you were
at church I tried the egg-boiler. It took very
nearly thirteen miputes for the ssnd to rum
through, So, you see, I was wrong to acouse
Ruth of untrathfulness so hastily.”

Theu theold lady turned and held ont ber
band to the girl. Her demeanour showed a
strango mixture of its wonted stateliness, added
10 which was a touching softness in the expres-
sion of her face,

 Ruth,” she said, “I trust you will continue
to pray Lord, make mea Christian servant. I,
on my part, sbull pray, from this night, Lord,
make me a Christian mistress.”

The old lady had placed her thin wrinkled
hand in the girl's stout red onme; and Rath,
with & suddenimpulse, bent and kissed it. Then
sbe bolted suddenly out of the room ; her feel-
ings were beyond restraint, znd, once in her own
kitchen, she threw herself onto & chair to enjoy
a good ery.

A fow moments later the two old ladies, each
with her silver candlestiok, monnted the stairs
to their respective bedrooms. Oua the landing,
s8 was their wont,they bade one another good-
night. Miss Heloise, with her hand on her
sister’s shoulder, pressed her withered cheek
against her own, bardly less withered, and

kissed her twice, This was an unusual demon-;

stration of affection, for us ‘a rule the sisters
only interchanged -one - kiss. Though reither
spo ke to the other, they understood its mean-
ing. Miss Golightly meant: *“1 have had a
sharp fight, but I gained the viectory.” And
Miss Heloise meant: “Sister, to'my love and
respect for you has this night been added ven-
eration.” : o :

How well the old ladies slept that night, and
how peculiarly good the eggs were the next
morning |—just cook ed to a turn. But direotly
after hreaktast Miss Heloise, whose mission in
life seemed to be making exocuses for other per-
gsons’ delinquencies, disappeared into the
kitchen, ‘- Rath,” she said, *I'm going to
put that egg-boiler down into the fender for a
good long while. We must not scold Mason
and Jebb till wo are sure they deserve it.
You see, now watches are ac cheap, no doubt
this glass has been in their shop & long while,
and has got damp—so damp that the sand sticks,
and doesn’t run through evenly.”

Miss Heloise's theory was correot, and thus
Mason and Jebb were saved a scolding..

~ Of course Rath did not leave at the end of

the month, in fact, she stayed several years in
the service of the Misses Golightly. Then she
proved to all the world how well Miss Golight.
ly had judged her—for she did a very flighty
thing—she got married!

Let us hope her successor boils the dear old
ladies’ eggs exaotly three minutes and & half.

THE BIBLE AND A GUINEA.

Men who have risen in the world are often
fond of looking back to see what circunmstances

g?ve them their first push up the ladder of
life.

- A gray haired old admiral used totell of u
piece of very good advice which he received in
hig youth, and which made such un impression
on him, that to it he ascribed his steady advance-
ment in life, As a lad, jost before joining his
ship, he oceupied an humble lodging for a few
nights, the landlady, & respectable, motherly
woman, at once taking a strong interest in
the young fellow.

* When I went to bid her good by,” he said,
“the kind creature pressed a Bible and a gninea
into my band, saying :

“ There, my lad, take those, and God bless
and prosper you. As long as you live never
suffer yourself to be Janghed out of your money
or out of your prayers.” .

It was a word in season ; the young midship-
man never forgot it. To keep the resolution
he made then required no ordinary firmness
and ocourage, for let me tell you that fifty, or
seventy years ago, religion on board ship was
a thing to suffer for.

Bat the boy stood firm. Alone amongst &
crowd of careless ones, he said his prayers,
trying to shut his ears to scorn and mockery,
and even disregarding actual personal ill-usage
as much u8 hecould.

On shore he did not recklessly fling away the
money he had earned, in ‘‘ treating” andfolly,
as did most of his shipmates, 8o, by degrees,
becoming known to his superior officers as a
steady, well-ctonducted young fellow he merited
the promotion he afterwards obtained.

'We need just this sort of bravery nowadays—
not the bravery which keeps & man staunch in
the face of the enemy's cannon, we have plenty
of that in the land, and we-are glad of it; but
the bravery of the soul that dare keep its place
when the devil's ugly weapons are directed to-
wards it—the bullet hail of scorn, laughter and
mockery. : :

Try to lead good lives, lads of to-day! And
next, do not be ashamed of being seen to do so.
It is as wicked to pretend to be worse than you
are &s it is to strive to be thought better than
you are.

W= want 10,000 subscribers; .ywhe. will help
in seouring them ?




