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SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES.
(From « Pictures of Christian Life,” by Robert Aris Will-
mot, M.A.)

“The 014 Testament, which by its celestial light illu-
tes the darkest ages of antiquity- —which is the touch-
I-nde "bereby we are enabled to distinguish between true
jus f‘b"-‘ous theology, between the God of Israel, holy,
\:'l;‘“d Bood, and the impure rabble of heathen Baalim
o 1°h has heen thought by competent judges, to have
for th Matter for the laws of Solon, and a fpundutxou
by o Philosophy of Plato—which has been illustrated
Y the laboyy of learning in all ages and countries; and
im&n admired and venerated for its piety, its sublimity,
it»vemc‘t)’, by all who were able to read or understand
Bisaor WATSON.
of“ The New Testament, wherein are contained the words
eternal life; it has God for its author, salvation for its
ter,» and truth, without any mixture of error, for its mat-
2 LockE.

The fE!hiopian nobleman was reading the prophe-

:i'e‘ of Isaiah, when Philip joined himself to the cha-
‘o‘“; It was unto two friends, during an evening walk
a

village of Judea, that Jesus appeared, and not
8 unrolled the dark leaves of Scripture to their
i‘y:"’ but went into their house and brake bread. It
. ® Peculiar praise bestowed by the Apostle upon
t}l)' beloveq Timothy, that from a child he had known
« e Holy Scriptures. (2 Tim. iii. 15.)
S € learn from Josephus, that among the Jews, the
in €t dawn of intellect was hallowed by tha.t teach~
Dt‘gc-e -Moses had enforced upon every Israelite—the
SSity of keeping in his heart the words which had
i?n delivered to him: “And thou shalt teach them
w 8ently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them
est b‘ 9 sittest in thine house, and when thou walk-
thoy 3 € way, and when thou liest dowq,'axnd ‘wh.en
tiag, me“" up.” (Deut.vi. 7.) The primitive Chris-
% Studied the Word of life with equal zeal; it was
"o ';:tice, we are told, of their women, as they. sat
a per: 1 10 discourse of religion.* ..]erome mentions
had mol’, who, by perpetual meditation of the l}lble,
of §¢ ade his soul a library of Christ. The epistles
* Yaul were seldom out of the hands of Chrysos-
€0 of the highest raok displayed the same
i nd diligent study; Constantiue, in his golden
e 1s Icpresented in the attitude of prayer; the
.. 8er Theodosius could repeat any portion of the
Tptures,
. €rome says, that, in the little village of Bethlehem,
Qodpl"ughman might be heard in the fields praising
,.the mower cheering his labour with a hymn, and
Yine-dresser lear niog a Psalm of David.  Some of
Peat tiyl“iifn monks are said to have been able to re-
e Bible; and Jerome advised his sister Laeta
_Ch her daughter passages from Scripture, which

Ouly

tom,
e‘”nest a
R

© Wight recite daily, until she had committed a grcat
~if }:)f the Book to memory. Our first Howily tells

at it ought to be inuch in our hands, in our eyes,
: T €ars, in our mouths, but most of all in our hearts.
by chlstom of learning large portions of the Old and
estament prevailed in England at the time of

hig \eformation, Ridley, in his pathetic farewell to
thy, “ends, informs us in a passage previously quoted,
P e had learned, in his solitary walks in the orchard

a PUroke College, nearly all the Epistles of St.
. besides other passages in the sacred writings.
Boyl u ﬂn_other example in the learned an_d c.hristian
'ays,e;h ishop Burnet, who knew him mtlm_ately,
Mg, d"’:t. he had read the New Testament with so
h‘Ppe igence, that, whenever a particular passage
the oﬁne.d to be mentioned, Boyle could repeat it in
texy, 8inal Greek. But he was not a cold and formal
the ;OT.Y 3 aservant fruitful inlip-service. }Ic.searched
Use th:k of Life with a different frame of mind. *1I
. sc“Plures,” are his words, “not as an arsenal
thig p;:“’"ed to only for arms and weapons, to defend
ty, or to attack its enemies; but, as a match-

the o, "Ple, where I delight to contemplate the beauty,
ang 4 Metry, and the magnificence of the structure;
Dy th rease my awe, and excite my devotion to the
¢ preached and adored."f Bryant confessed
Whigl P orne,} that he was tired of literal criticism,
the g €mployed in removing little inequalities on
1 gee u:ce’ when he wished to have a shayt sunk, and
‘pplicable Precious ore drawn from the mine. How
Chin € 18 the censure to a dry and unspiritual
the au".g of the Scriptures; a lingering scrutiny of
i pearls are buried deep

n oq

1 ¢, 4ce, when the gold dnd
uth Consecrated fields!

Qod, a . l°f’ked upor Scripture, as the garden of
With o ou0ding with beautiful trees weighed down
flleq h‘.llt; shake the boughs as he would, he still
Cager thm lap, he said, with the produce. The more

: € desire to obtain, the more liberal the supply;
L 44l sunshine and an internal life always keep the
thig 8'een, and the branches heavy with fruit. In
€0, our good Bishop Hall especially loved to
gar] e lived upon its fruit, and wove its ﬂo.wers
With it.‘;‘dﬂ. He marked the history of each minute
%phie l°!'l¢0_tns. The fragrant dial of the philo-
°blui3mnat“ralmv§ was excelled by that lovely me-
""tnbe.-egf fancy, with which the musing Christian
tratj, the hours of the day. Nor will the illus-
One ¢ deemed inappropriate or unbecoming, by
h“mbleo has studied the contemplations of Hall. The
o ng *t flower, of no splendour to the common eye,
h‘“d SWeetness to the thoughtless observer, in his
HoweVeco"_‘f—s beautiful in colour and fragrance.—
arliep * diligent may have been the researches of
" g::?:'e's’ he still finds abundant store of honey
8.

lntbl

seasons of the year blend themselves by disordered
and confused mixture—the winds breathe out their
last gasp—the clouds yield no rain—the earth be de-
feated of heavenly influence—the fruits of the eart_h
pine away, as children at the withered breasts of their
mother no longer able to yield them relief:—what
would become of man himself, whom these things now
do all serve ?"’*

We might add the names of Donne, and of Taylor,
who, though in some respects superior to Hooker, is
deficient in his sustained and dignified music of ut-
terance. His power has been thought to be dimi-
nished by the circuity of his pleonastic eloquence.—
The English Chrysostom cannot be completely ac-
quitted of the charge. The diffuseness of Taylor,
however, is the result of strength, not of debility.
The circaity of his manner, while it leads the reader
from the narrow and direct path of the argument, sel-
dom fails to refresh his eye with some unexpected ob-
ject of beauty; he conducts him to different points of
the view, aund gives him delicious glimpses of the dis-
tant and varied landscape.

But though the Scriptures are to be searched, it
should be with a lowly and docile spirit. 1f we ask
our way to Sion, it must be with our faces thitherward;
(Jeremiah, 1. 5.) the word by which the apostle des-
cribes the investigation of the perfect law of liberty,
—that is, the gospel of Jesus Christ—is exceedingly
expressive; our version very inadequately renders it
by lovking. TIts true signification is stooping down,—
(8t. James, i. 25, rapakviac.) in which sense we find
it applied to describe the eager haste of Peter, when

Mary Magdalene had proclaimed the resurrection of
the Lord. (Luke, xxiv. 12.) . This combination-of |
curiosity and reverence is very worthy of being con- |
sidered. Peter portrays the interest of the angels in |
the salvation of men by the same term. (1 Pet.i. 12.) 1
Ezekiel, when the glory of God appeared to him in the
plain, as it had by the river of Chebar, fell upon his
face (Ezek. iii. 23); but the Spirit set him again upon
his feet. (Ezek. iii. 24.) We ought to imitate this
holy awe. 'The Christian, while reading the Word of
God, seems to be admitted into Ilis more immediate
presence.  How humble, penitential, and devout,
should his attitude be!

“ Wisdom is ofttimes nearer when we stoop,

Than when we soar.”t

If so in philosophy, much more in religion. The lips
of Isaiah were not touched with fire from the altar,
before he had confessed his own unworthiness. The
inward eyes must be anointed, before they can behold
the new heaven of Scripture-revelation. The servant
of Elisha, when they were encompassed in Dothan by
the armies of Syria, was dismayed at the peril, * Alas,
my master!” But when the Prophet’s prayer had
opened bis eyes, he beheld angelic swords, and horses
of fire. (2 Kings, vi. 17.)

The adaptation of the Bible to the wants and cha-
racter of man, has long been regarded as one of the
most convincing evidences of its truth; its eye, like
that of a portrait, is still fixed upon us, turn where we
willi But the Seriptures, in reference to their direct
influence upon human conduct, may be more appro-
priately compared to a mirror, in which our moral
features are clearly reflected, as our natural face is
seen in a glass. No breath of calumny ever clouds,
no blaze of fortune ever illumines that portraiture.
There we behold ourselves as we are. This advan-
tage can, however, only be obtained by frequent con-
templation. A hasty glance, a rapid perusal of our
features, will be productive of no benefit; we shall
then depart, and, mingling with the crowd, soon forget
what manner of men we are.

All Scripture is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
Jor correction, for instruction in righteousness; (2 Tim.
iii. 16.) even those parts which might seem to be less
refulgent with the glory of inspiration, are, neverthe-
less, full of sublime edification. Of Deuteronomy, for
example, it has been observed by Davison, that it emn-
braces “a republication of the Law by the great Pro-
phet of it himself; with a survey of the wonders of
Egypt and the wilderness—the past acts of God's
mighty arm, working in terror and in mercy—the
stipulated blessings of obedience, (which he calls the
Mosaic Beatitudes,) and a terrific insight into the fu-
ture plagues of his apostate people.””  IHerbert called
the Bible “the Book of stars,” and every one pro-
claims that the hand that made it was divine; whe-
ther we wander, under their holy light, into the wil-
derness, or travel into Canaan; whether we listen to
the warnings of Daniel, or to the consolations of Isa-
iah,—every word possesses a healing or an awakening
power.

Bishop Newton advised the Christian student to
read large portions of Scripture without any interrup-
| tion, so as to embrace the complete scope of the pro-
phecy, of the narrative, or of the epistle. *Grant,
Lord!" was the prayer of Fuller,§ “that I may not
dismember thy Word, but study it entirely, comparing
one place with another.” So St. Paul read the Scrip-
tures, contrasting spiritual things with spiritual; (1 Cor.
ii. 18.) illuminating the second Revelation by the first;
the dim promises of hope and blessing in the Old Tes-
tament, by the wonderful miracles of the New.

In searching the Scriptures, while we linger over
the sublime pictures of Omnipotent Wisdom, or the
terrible delineations of sin, or the history of Divine
chastisements, the mind reverts, with peculiar awe and
gratitude, to the great and glorious scheme of human
redemption. We behold, with straining and solemn

*
Ba
lio‘:(ip Nlewtan’g Works, iii. p. 512.
1oy 0 Boyle, t. i 277,
§ Liuggqe™ Moy 21, 1785,

* Works of Hooker by Keble, t. i. 258.
1 Wordswarth.

1 Miller’s Bampton Lectures, 128.

§ Good Thoughts in Bad Times, p. 81.

| rative innocence.

meekness, of purity, of patience, may revive, and be
arrayed in all the charm of its original bloom. It will
be by His grace, after all, that the change is effected.
“ Spiritual ideas,” said a great and good man, *may
be recollected in old age, but can hardly be acquired.”

The remembrance of a Bible warning, or a Gospel
promise, has aroused the sleeping conscience, and
poured peace into the bosom. It was while steering
a vessel through gloom and tempest, that the hand-
writing of God flashed upon the soul of John Newton.
The ouly child of his mother, he had been carefully
instructed in the hallowed page ;—

“He had early learned
To reverence the Volume which displays
The mystery—the life which cannot die.”q

Those impressions sin had obscured; but, like a beau-
tiful landscape seen in a dark night by lightning, they
all revived for a season: memory spoke to him, in ac-
cents that carried him home to his mother’s arms, of
death and judgment to come. The landscape fades

with the flush; and so the awaking thoughts of New- |

ton died with the impulse of the hour, yet not without
leaving a faint impression behind. The Bible is never
studied in vain; its pictures of Christian holiness are

chapters of Isaiah with rejoicing lips.
+ The sanctified peace of her heart is shown in the
Sabbath sonnet which, only a few days before her
death, she dictated to her brother:
“ How many blessed groups this hour are bending,
Through England’s primrose meadow-paths, their way
Toward spire and tower, 'midst shadowy elms ascending,
Whence the sweet chimes proclaim the hallow’d day!
The halls, from old heroic ages grey,
Pour their fair children forth ; and hamlets low,
With whose thick orchard-blooms the soft winds play,
Send out their inmates in a happy flow,
Like a freed vernal stream. [ may not tread
With them those path-ways—to the feverish bed
Of sickness bound: yet, O my God! I bless
Thy mercy, that with Sabbath peace hath fill'd
My chasten’d heart, and all its throbbings still'd
To one deep calm of lowliest thankfulness.”

We never know what it is to search the Scriptures,
until we are unable to search them any longer. Then
it is very delightful and soothing to feed upon the
_sheaves which mewmory brings to us from its garoers;

to strengthen our fainting heart with that divine manna
| which, even in our dreary wilderness-state, is never
| denied to our prayers and to our faith.
The last hours of Scott were scarcely less touching,

but yet arbitrarily chosen. They are arguments,
and may be alleged as witnesses; the world of na-
ture being throughout a witness for the world nf“
spirit, proceeding from the same hand, growing out of
the same root, and being coustituted for that very
end.  All lovers of truth readily acknowledge -these
mysterious harmonies, and the force of argument de-
rived from them. To them the things on earth are
copies of the things in heaven. They know that the
earthly tabernacle is made after the pattern of things
seen in the Mount (Exod. xxv, 40, 1 Chron. xxviii, 11,
12,) and the question suggested by the Angel in

Milton is often forced upon their meditations;

What if earth
Be but the shadow of heaven, and things therein
Each to other like, more than on eurth is thought ?

Forit is a great misunderstanding of the matter to
| think of these as happily, but yet arbitrarily, chosen
| illustrations, taken with a skilful selection from the
great stock and storehouse of unappropriated images;
| from whence it would have been possible that the
;same skill might have selected others as good, or
Rather they belong to one another,

| nearly as good.
| the type and the thing typified, by an inward necessi-

never impressed upon the tender mind of childhood, | or less illustrative of the duty and the recompense of ty; they were linked together long before by the law

without an earlier or a later benefit. Their lustre

| searching the Scriptures. His farewell to one of his

of a secret affinity. It is not an happy accident
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may be obscured by crimes and sorrow, but they are | dearest friends was a Christian caution: *Be a good which has yielded so wondrous an analogy as that of

not worn out; the light from heaven can awaken their |

man, be virtuous, be religious,—be a good man. No-

husband and wife,—to set forth the mystery of
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colours into a more than pristine beauty and freshness. | thing else will give you any comfort, when you come Christ's relation to his elect church. There is far
]

Mr. Melvill has treated, with great ability, the in-
fluence of religious memory upon the sinner. “We

| to lie here.”

l

| mentary on his exhortation. While the glories of

His own history was an affecting com- |

wore in it than this: the earthly relation is indeed
but a lower form of the heavenly, oo which it rests,

all know what a power there is in memory, when made | imagination faded from his eyes, and even the once | and 3f which it is the utterance. When Christ spoke
to array before the guilty, days and scenes of compa- | familiar lines of his favourite Crabbe were listened to | to Nicodemus of a new birth, it was not merely be-

It is with an absolutely crushing with unconscious ears, the recollection of passages = cause birth into this natural world was the most suita-

might that the remembrance of the years and home of | read to him out of the Bible appeared to be lively and | ble figure that could be found for the expression of

his boyhood will come upon the criminal, when brought

! distinct. In his imperfect mutterings, his friends

| that spiritual act which, without any power of our

to a pause in his career of misdoing, and perhaps about | caught the sound of broken verses of Isaiah and the | own, is accomplished upon us, when we are brought

to suffer its penalties.

If we knew his early history, | Book of Job, or the simple line of a Scottish psa'm. | into God's kingdom; but all the circumstances of

and it would bear us out in the attempt, we should | There is something inexpressibly beautiful in this lin~ | this natural birth had been preordained to bear the

make it our business to set before him the scenery of | gering of expiring memory at the gate of the holy tem- | burden of so great a mystery.

his native village, the cottage where he was born, the

school to which he was sent, the church where he first |

heard the preached Gospel; and we should call to his
recollection the father and the mother, long since ga-
thered to their rest, who made him kneel down night
and morning, and who instructed him out of the Bible,
and who warned him even with tears against evil ways
and evil compauions. We should remind him how
peacefully bis days then glided away; with how much
of happiness he was blessed in po ion, with how
much of hope in prospect. And he may be now a
hardened and desperate man; but we will never be-
lieve, that, as his young days were thus passing before

him, and the reverend forms of his parents came back

from the grave, and the trees that grew round bis
birth-place waved over him their foliage, and he saw

himself once more as he was in early life, when he |

knew critne but by name, and knew it only to abbor,
—we will never believe that he could be proof against
this mustering of the past. He might be proof against
invective, proof agaiust remonstrance, proof against re-
proach; but when we brought memory to bear upon
him, and bade it people itself with all the imagery of
youth, we believe that, for the moment at least, the
obdurate being would be subdued, and a sudden gush
of tears prove that we had opened a long sealed-up
fountain.” **

The Bible has been called by Him “who spake as
never man spake,” a jewel of great price; and it fre-
quently glows with richest splendour in the dark cham-
ber of the dying Christian, or the heart-stricken pro-
digal.  Its lustre dazzles the eye, which has been long
clouded by sin. At these seasons of glorious hope,
or trembliny! resignation, a chapter, a verse, a line, will
often cheer the heart with intense delight.
low of sickness and of grief is illuminated, as by the
face of an angel. An affecting illustration of this in-
fluence of the Bible upon the mind, is found in the
history of Lord Rochester. The fifty-third chapter
of Isaiah having been read to him, and compared with
the Gospel pariative of the life of Jesus, he assured
Bishop Burnet that, “as he heard it read, he felt an
inward force upon him, which did so enlighten his
mind and convince him, that he could resist it no
longer; for the words had an authority which did
shoot like rays or beams into his mind; so that he
was not only counvinced by the reasonings he had about
it, which satisfied his understanding, but by a power
which did so effectually constrain him, that he did ever
after as firmly believe in his Saviour, as if he had seen
him in the clouds.” 11

Particular lines and verses of holy truth always lin-
ger upon the memory of good men, Bishop Sander-
son, during the day and night that preceded his death,
continually repeated to himself the hundred and third
Psalm. Tt jsin the hours of sickness that the lip
turns to

“ those pipes of gold, which brought
That cordial water to the ground.”fi
Then we drink gratefully of the fountain that leaves
no thirst behind it; that revives the fainting spirit;
and enables the traveller to endure the heat and the

* Four Letters to Bentley concerning some Arguments in
proof of a Deity, p. 4, edit. 1756.

T Lumen supernum nunquam d dit, sine i

$ The Seripture difficult in Unnecessary Points.
£ 1v. p. 497, edit. 1822.

§ Psalm exix,

|| Mentioned by a French writer, named Gaffarel, and quoted
by Southey. 5

Y The Excursion.

** Sermons preached before the University of Cambridge,
18{56. PP- 71, 72; and which the writer of these pages had the
delight and the advantage of hearing.

11 Some Passages in the Life aud Death of Lord Rochester,
p- 141. edit. 1680,

11 Herbert: Whitsunday.
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Works,

The pil- |

! ple; in the dim but ballowing light, which the Cross
of Christ seemed to shed over the ruins of that dark-
ened intellect. In two days the silver bowl was broken.
“It was a beautiful day; so warm that every window
was wide open, and so perfectly still that the sound of
all others most delicious to his ear,—the gentle ripple
of the Tweed over its pebbles,—was distinctly audi-
ble, as hi§ friends kuelt round the bed, aud his eldest
son kissed and closed his eyes.”

The French Bible of Leighton, now in the library
of Dunblane, is filled with manuscript extracts from
the Greek and Latin Fathers; and in the Bible which
| he was accustomed constantly to use, it would be dif-
ficult to find a single line unmarked by a stroke of his
pencil.  So anxious was he that the word of Christ
should dwell in him richly, (Coloss. iii. 16.) and to
hide the treasure of truth in his heart. (Psalin exix.
| 11.) A Bible now hallows every cottage, and the
: hand, hardened with toil, can turn over those inspired
| Pages. It has not been so always. Henry the Eighth,
\ displeased by the disputes which had sprung out of the
| diffusion of the Scriptures, forbade humble and unlet-
| tered persons to read, or to hear them read. The no-
| bility and gentry of the land were alone permitted to
read the Bible in gardens, orchards, or retired places.j

We live in happier tinies of freedom and of truth.
It becomes us, therefore, not to abuse our high and
precious privilege; or to forget that we shall have to
render an account of the gift which has been entrusted
to our keeping. To search the Scriptures ought to be
not our task, but our delight. We should acquaint
our eyes with the scenery of the Gospel, and ever love
to sit at the feet of the Evavgelists and Apostles.
| Their voices will then be familiar and sweet to our
ears, and we shall feel the sensations which Milton
ascribes to Adam, while conversing with the angel in
Paradise :—

“ While I sit with thee, I seem in heaven,
And sweeter thy discourse is to my ear
Than fruits of palm-tree (pleasantest to thirst
And hunger both, from labour) at the hour
Of sweet repast. They satiate, and soon fill,
Tho’ pleasant; but thy words, with grace divine
Imbued, bring to their sweetness no satiety.”}

The world itself will bloom into a garden, when'our
hours of meditation are blessed by these sacred visitors.

In all his studies, it was the earnest desire of Cole-
ridge to receive more light, in a wider vision, from the
Word of God. The history of the learned, in every
country and age, records the melancholy results of
searching the Scriptures in any other spirit; their di-
vine influence is deadened by the absence of faith, and
the healing power of the Gospel cures no moral sick-
ness, nor works any miracle in the mind, because of
its unbelief. The understanding may, indeed, be con-
vinced, while the practice is unreformed; and the in-
tellect may triumph, while the heart is unsubdued.
PDavison has assigned a reason for this calamity.§—
*The mind,” he says, “is wearied before it is satisfied,
and the spirit of action is gone before the theory of it
is settled.”

Nor is it less dangerous to search the Scriptures
with a desire of shaping their teaching to our own
scheme of argument, or to our own interpretation of
the doctrines they deliver. Archbishop Whately has
illustrated this frame of mind with aptness and grace.
He observes,| that, if we study the pages of the Bible
under the influence of any of those prejudices which
are the characteristics of our erring nature, we shall
receive the heavenly light of God’s revelations through
a discoloured medium, and that the rays will impart

* Ecclesinstical Polity, b. v. sect. 37.

t D'Israeli: Amenities of Literature, t. iii. p. 221, 1841,
1 Paradise Lost, b. viii.

§ In his admirable Discourses ou the Prophecies, p. 89.

|| On the Influences of the Holy Spirit.

The Lord is King, not
‘ borrowing this title from the kings of the earth, but
i having leat his own title to them—and not the name
" only, but so ordering that all true rule and govern-
| ment upon earth, with its righteous laws, its stable
| ordinances, its punishment and its grace, its majesty
| and its terror, should tell of Him and of his kingdom
that ruleth over all; so that “Kingdom of God" is
not in fact a figurative expression, but most literal :
It is rather the earthly kingdoms and earthly kings
that are figures and shadows of the true. And as in
the world of wan and human relations, so also is it in
the world of nature. The untended soil which yields
thorus and briars as its natural upgrowth is a perma-
nent type and enduring Parable of waun's heart,
which has been submnitted to the same curse, and
without a watchful spiritual husbandry will assuredly
put forth és briars and #ts thorns. The weeds that
widl mingle during the time of growth with the corn,
and yet are separated from it at the last, tell ever one
aud the same tale of the present admixture and
future sundering of the righteous and wicked. ‘The
decaying of the insignificant unsightly seed in the
earth, and the rising up out of that decay and death,
of the graceful stalk and the fruitful ear, contain ever-
more the prophecy of the crowning resurrection, even
as this is itself in its kind a resurrection,~—the same
process at a lower stage,—the same power putting
itself forth upon meaner thiugs.

. Of course it will be always possible for those who
shriok from contemplating a higher world-order than
that imperfect one around them, and this, because
the thought of such would rebuke their own imperfec-
tion and littleness—who shrink too from a witness for
God so near them as even that imperfect order would
render—it is possible for them to say that it is not
thus, but that our talk of heavenly things is only a
transferring of earthly images and relations to them
—that earth is not a shadow of heaven, but heaven,
such at least as we conceive it, a dream of earth;
that Father and Son for instance (and this is Arian-
ism) are ouly improperly used aud in a secondary
sense when applied to Divine Persons, and then are
terms so encumbered with difficulties and contradic-
tions that they had better not be used at all; that we
do not find and recognize heavenly things in their
earthly counterparts, but only dexterously adapt them.
This deuial will be always possible, and has a deeper
root than that it can be met with argument; yet the
lover of a truth which shall be loftier than himself will
not be moved from his faith that however man may
be the measure of all things here, yet God is the
measure of man, that the same Lord who sits upon
his throne in heaven, does with the skirts of his train
till his temple upon earth; that these characters of
nature which every where meet his eye are not a
common but a sacred writing; that they are hiero-
glyphics of God; and he counts this his blessedness
that he finds himself in the midst of such, and while
in the midst of them, therefore never without aston-
ishment and teaching.

For such is in truth the condition of man: around
him is a sensuous world, yet not onme which need
bring him into bondage to his senses, but so framed
as, if he will use it aright, continually to lift him a-
bove itself: a visible world to make known the invisi-
ble things of God, a ladder leading him up to the
contemplation of heavenly truth. And this truth he
shall enconter and make his own, not in flecing from
his fellows and their works and ways, but in the mart,
on the wayside, in the field; not by stripping himself
bare of all relations, but rather recognizing these as
instruments through which be is to be educated into
the knowledge of higher mysteries, and so dealing
with them in reverence, seeking by faithfulness to
them in their lower forms to enter into their yet

tion, so that men had need to be startled anéw to the
contemplation of the energies which were ever working
among them. In like manner the Parables were &
calling of attention to the spiritual facts which under=
lie all processes of nature, all institutions of human
society, and which, though unseen, are the true ground
aod support of these. Christ moved in the midst of
what seemed to the eye of sense an old and worn-out

-world, and it evidently became new at his touch; for

it told to man now the inmost secrets of his being !
he found that it answered with stiange and marvellous
and startling correspondencies to another world within
him ; that oftentimes it helped to the birth great
thoughts of his heart, which before were helplessly
struggling to be born; that of these two worlds with~
out him and within each threw a light and a glory ot
the other,

POPERY.
(From the Rev. Wm. Sewell's *Evid of Christianity.”)

It professes to be the servant of God, and yet it
teaches man go to honour God's servants, as to forget
God himself, in his priests, his saints, his angels.
It professes to adhere rigidly to a revelation given it
from (Cod ; but this revelation it conceals within itselfy
not being able, nor even desiving, to show that it was
witnessed to by others, It claiins a right of adding,
from timre to time, from some secret store, to the
doctrines alieady promulgated as coming from God,;
and as necessary to salvation. Aud when it would
appeal to the testimony of ancient times, it falsifies,
aud confesses that it falsifies, the records of that hise
tory, erasing or altering whatever militates against its
own professions.  And instead of setting forth truth
firmly and simply, though at the risk of losing prose-
lytes, it adapts itself to all the weaknesses of human
nature, and even gives encouragement to their sins,
rather than lose its hold of them, And instead of
recognizing other human powers,—powers which we
know from God's own word to have been ordered by
him, and placed over us for our good and discipliney
it not ouly disdains their co-operation, except as its
own servants, but refuses to acknowledge their divine
origin, or to submit to their authority in the very things
which God has entrusted to them, and has prohibited
to his spiritual ministers—temporal rule and interests
And its whole struggle has been a grasping at power:
its whole organization, subtly contrived and wonders
fully wanaged. is a machine for subdving man, both
body aund soul, 10 its own will and purpose. And
that will aud purpose throughout its history has teis
ded more or less to the point to which all unbalanced
power in human hands must tend, the corruption of
truth, the degradation of man, the demoralization of
the world, and the disturbance and dislocation of sos
ciety, It bas been the progress of a tyranny. Yet
not because it is a tyranny must we as Christians res
jeet ity but because it is unauthorised by Godj an
iufraction upon the constitution of bis Church, which
he appointed through his apostles ; when seen in® its
true and fearful shape, prophesied of, perhaps in its
future full developement, as the great enemy of Christ
and when judged in its farrest form, only a dream of
the human fancy, which strives to reduce all things to
unity and system, where God, to meet the evils of man,
has fixed plurality, and for a season permitted disors
der; and which dreams of a universal spiritual empire,
in which the Church, before her hour of trial is over,
shall put all enemies under her feet, instead of walking
upon the earth like Christ himself, humble and degras
ded, brought before kings and magistrates, mocked
perhaps, and scourged, and nailed to a cross, yet tess
tifying through all her sufferings still more strongly to
the truths which she bears from God, and sure to rise
again, and sit down with him in glory hereafter,

Bear with me if I have spoken anywhere too strongly
of these sins of Rome; still more if I bave owitted to
speak strongly, where there is a danger to your own
soul.  Ispeak only as the great Fathers of our Church
have spoken before, who never dallied with or spoke
softly of this fearful power. And when it is con-
demned, remember only where its cortuptions lie.~—
It is not in referriug to an Apostolical source for her
doctrines and her authority, but in failing to refer to
it really. We, who do refer to it, know that it never
sanctions them. It is not in employing human voices
and human hands in the service of God's Church, but
in failing to employ them; that is, in conveiting her
human agents into Gods before the eyes of men, 1t
is not in appealing to tradition as the chanuel for con-
veying the trath, but in practically denying tradition ;
in setting up a doctrine of her own which she bas not
received by tradition. It is not in subjecting men to
human powers and spiritual discipline, but in teaching
them to set power at nought, and in opeuing a door
to all licence and self-will. It is not in erecting too
high the privileges which God has given to his bishops,
the rulers of his Church, but in pulling down those
privileges, and in humbling all other bishops that one

may have rule over all. It is not in insisting on the
necessity of preserving Christ's Church in unity of
heart and spirit, but in destroying that unity by crea-
ting in it a tyrannical power, distracting men's minds
with multitudes of authoritative doctrines, and then
obedience by a divided allegiance between the Pope
and their kings, and their hearts by the oppressions
and extortions of a grasping temporal dominion. It
is not in preserving forws, and order, and a decent
ceremonial as means of exhibiting the truth, but in not
preserving them ; in setting aside those which did ex~
hibit truths, and in introducing others which only en-
courage falsehood, and deceit. It is not in holding
up God’s sacraments as means of grace, but in under-
valuing and tampering with those sacraments; sube
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