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n on the consimption of liquor, may be re-
u"ed tA a nhiniimn." It appears from

Mi. Chambelain's repot, la'goy quoted
by 'fr. McDougall in h is interesting arti-
ciel, tiat I niiy couutry communes have
refused to have any licenses." Ie adds:
"But no single town (and thi experience
" is suggestive of vhiat ould hnppen i
"Enîgaitl) las venture ta carry restriic-
" tion so far as the foeling of the peo.
"and especially of the workin g classes,

w"'ill not varrant such an extreie imea-
4"sure.'

W may remark hec that the town of
Brantford, now alnost,ifnot quite, entitled
to rank as a city, lias been compelled, con-
trar'y ta the wishes of a considerable
najority of its citizens, owing ta the

votes of the inhabitaits of* the rural
districts, to submiut to the Dnukin Act. Lt
will seein stralg to us ta le'rn that
Swedish opinion is siuI uanionus
in favourothGothenburg systent. Oppo-
sition lias long ceased," and " the

advantages of the systemî are now al-
mitted by everybody, except the mainu-
facturers of liquor, whosà continued hos-
tility mnay be accepted as a satisfac'tory
indication of the probable diminution of

" consuimption, which eannuot be proved in

4 ain other way."' In his own comnments
on fr. Chamberlain's report Mr. McDou-
gall states "I He saw more drinking and
I' more drunken men women and children

on lis way ta a missionary meeting ane
Saturday niglit in Glasgow thani he saw
in al the towns lie visited in Swedon

" during a whole nonth." Mr. Chanber-
lain's modification of the Gothniubuirg
systein to be applied in England is ta
entrust ta the municipal corporations the
povers tMere xercised by the Bolag-a
limited compay-and his suggestions

have led to a good deal of discussion. We
learn : from the Econioniist that "Mr.

Lowe has pointed aut cith great force
and directness in the article which lie
has published in the Portnightly Rerciw

Sthat the concession of a trading mono-
poly ta a municipal body depending on
popular election would be bcset by a
double temptation, that, nanely of mak-
ing money sa as ta lower the rates by
adulteration and overchiarge, and that
ofjobbing the patronage of managers foi

Ythe purposes of municipal and palia-
" mentary elections." We shall not
dwell further on Mir. Chamliblain's plan,
becanuse there is a patent objection ta the
whole schueme as applied ta Canada. It,
no doubt, lias many advantages, and would
be an admirable substitute for the Duiikin
Act and may have advocates in England
as a substitute f'or the Il permissive bill ;":

but it must be borne in mind that tie

Gothenbrg ystem is a tmôperance mov-
ment which emanated friom persons
anxious ta proiote tempcrance, and who,
viti tiat Object, frined themseves into a
limited coinpany called tMe " Bolg."
Can any one imagine tiat our enusitas-
tic pr'ohiibitioniists w'ould lend t c1rsan ctlon
to such a scheme ? Wre ea imagine the
horroi of ane of our fervid temperance
Crators if he wera ta ba asked ta recom-
mend the formation of a comrpany in
Montreal ta carry on, for the benefit of the
citizens at large, the exclusive sale of
spirituous liquors hy managers deriving
thoir incomne iparly by a share of the
profits on the sale of beer," &c. The
unanimity in Swdenm las been obtained
by the mderation. of the temperance
party vh have sough what is practicable
and not whnt ta every oune net carried
awany I a distiperel jidgnient secms
perfectly absu. lhe moderatian of the
femmiperance people ini Sveden seems to
have induliced fhoseegnally anxious with
fthein to pi omuoteteinprance ta concur
in a systei wihih, if we can believe -Mr.
Chamîberlain. lias Iecn productive of a
large Mnout Of oo. ive have no idea
fiat the Gothenburg system vould findt
any considerablo num1111ber' of' advocates in
Canada, and, for our omi part, we fbel
assured that tue only way by which aniy
practical good can b e aceaoiplied is Iy
making tle license systein as perfect as
possible.

THE PRESIDEN'S MESSAGE.
sPECiE 1'AT3V>NTS.

The anticipateil essage of the Presi-
dent of the United States will be fonmd
elseviiere in our columnis, and we like-
wise publishu un article fromîî the Ncew York
J)Illy Buîlletii, statinîg Objections ta the
early resuimption of specie payînenlts,
whicli it was at onie tiine supposed wouîld
be recomniended in mi'ore precie teus
by te Precsidont. he message itselfis
sufliciently cautious, and is valuable only
as a suggestion toCoigiress ta liasten tie
day whea paper curiecy and coin shall
retumn to equal values. The article in the
Bulletin is founIded on reports whicl have
been freely circulated in thie daily papers
as ta the liutteraices of the President on
tiin subiject whih has led ta lis message.
It is na doubt tmue tat the president of
the Uniited States ý is îîot ta be expected
ta know mach about finance" but WC eau-
not concui. inl fhe opinion. expressed by
our New York coniteIpou'ar'y that lis
financial advisers bave sliown any want of
ability, judging froin te course whicl lie
las pursued vitl i'er'nce to tMlis very
important question. We Canadians aire so
deeply iuterestcd ii thie 'esu nption of

specie payments in the United States
thiaf na apology is necessar'y for' oui' advert-
ing at saine lengti ta the subject, and
we shail tlieref'or follow%, seriatiin, fle
poinlts discissed bky the Buîlletin. 'T'le tirst
is a r'ef'er'ence ta the imports and exports
of the United States duing the last y'ar
ns bearing on fhe question of r'sumnutin.
if we are not imistaken, the iiports of the

United States i 1870 were about Si
millions of' dollars less than in 1875, while
the exports were same 35 millions more.
Ii roiund fignures Mie bahace is froin 100
to 120 millions of dollars. This is nof
denicd by the Birilctin, but it is asserted
their is "only about the average stock Oi
goll in the conii'y," while the stock
bhlonging ta the governimit is rather
lower than usual. Our contemiary
proceds to rgue Mia no naccoiut is
faken of $80,000,000 of interest lie to
the ldaiters of United States bonds no,
" ta th c'el lux imioveient of sc'uritie.
friom Europe." Now ona both thieso points
tlie ansrvo' is 'y si imple. Tha iten.f

ta the foreigin bondholders ust b-e paii,
no nt ter what imay be tel proportian of'
exports ta imparts. Whiat the trado
return est ablihd, byonddonht, is tiat
the peopic are liiigtheir. consumnp-
tion of for'eign merchanize, as it is weII
knvn they are oi domlestic ianuac-
tues. 'y are getting int a more
liealthI- condition, and no botter evi-
dence of' fhIus cani be adduced thanl
the 'eduiîced preîni î um an gaId. As to
the " refliux mnovemnent of securities from
Europethat las been in Operation foi' manyv
mnîîtls past. ta an extnt wholl unpre -
cedented, e W' imust express out. oiutive
lissent from the view taken by the Bulle-
lin. 'T'lhaft 'I reflux movemet"co'ulld noat
liave taken place, unless there haI le
capitalists ii the United States willinî'g
and able ta purchase the securitics placedl
in thei' market from Europe, and ichli'i
w'ere sont ilnstend of the saelu anount of
gold. A very large amomnt of 51.20 bouis
were imported in 1876, and thoro have
been latu culs by tl governnt fr 2)
millions of bonds. The finanial operations
of tlie govciminent of' the United States
ioiull be wo'hy of all praise i' only they

luad been îproccded by a resumîption of
spoeie payients, wliich wouild have con-
flred ininitely more beneit on the
nmasses of the people thlan flue substiftution
of ncw 41 per cent, bonds for thm 5.20.
'Tlhc 3iulletni argues as i tlie President or
lis advisers contemplated resuming specie
paynents without u'esorting ta a loan,an1d a
Niaointreal daily con teiiporary, if mal' bc
inferred, is af the saine opinion, as lhe says
thLat it will requiu'e vigorous alction au
the pait of the treasury authorities ta pro-


