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Between White and Stewart Rivers
the river spreads out to a mile and up-
wards in width, and is a maze of
islands and bars.

Stewart River, which was reached
on the following day, enters from the
east in the middle of a wide valley,
with low hills on both sides, rising on
the north side in clearly marked steps
or terraces to distant hills of consider-
able height. The river, a short dis-
tance up, is two hundred yards in
width, the current slack, and the water
shallow and clear, but dark-colored.
While at the mouth, I was fortunate
enough to meet a miner, named Mec-
Donald, who had spent the whole of
the summer of 1887 on the river and
its branches, prospecting and explor-
ing. He gave me a good deal of in-
formation, which I have incorporated
in my map of the district. This man
had ascended two of the main branches
of the river. At the head of one of
them he found a large lake, which he
named Mayhew ILake; on the other
branch he found falls, which he esti-
mated to be from one to two hundred
feetin height. I met several parties
afterwards who had seen these falls,
and they corroborated this estimate of
their height. McDonald went on past
the falls to the head of this branch,
and found terraced gravel hills to the
west and north ; he crossed them to
the north and found a river flowing
northward., On this he embarked on
a raft, and floated down it for a day or
two, thinking it would turn to the
west and join the Stewart, but finding
it still continuing north, and acquiring
too much volume to be any of the
branches he had seen while passing up
the Stewart, he returned to his point
of departure, and after prospecting
among the hills around the head of the
river he started westward, crossing a
high range of mountains composed
principally of shales with many thin
seams of what is called quartz, rang-
ing from one to six inches in thick-
ness. On the west side of this range
he found the head waters of Beaver
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River, which he descended on a raft,
taking five days to do so.

It 1s probable the river flowing
northward, on which he made a jour-
ney and returned, is a branch of
Peel River. The timber on the gravel
terraces of the water-shed, he describ-
ed as small and open. He was alone
in this unknown wilderness all sum-
mer, not seeing even any of the na-
tives. There are few men, I think, so
constituted as to be capable of isolat-
ing themselves in such a manner.

On the 1st of September, we passed
the site of the temporary trading post
shown on the maps as Fort Reliance.
A few miles above this point the Ton-
dac River of the Indians (Deer River
of Schwatka) enters from the east. It
is a small river about forty yards wide
at the mouth, and shallow ; the water
is clear and transparent and of a beau-
tiful blue color. The Indians catch
great numbers of salmon here. They
had been fishing shortly before my ar-
rival, and the river for some distance
up was full of salmon traps.

Several days of continuous heavy
rain now interrupted our work, so
that Forty Mile River (Cone Hill Riv-
er of Schwatka) was not reached till
the 7th of September.

The current in Forty Mile River is
generally strong, und there are numer-
ous rapids, one, in particular, not far
from the mouth, in which several min-
ers have been drowned. The river is
not wide, and one would think an or-
dinary swimmer would have no diffi-
culty in reaching land ; but the cold-
ness of the water soon benumbs a man
completely and renders him powerless.
In the early part of the summer an
Indian, from Tanana, with his family,
was coming down to trade at the post
at the mouth of Forty Mile River ; his
canoe upset in these rapids and he was
thrown clear of it, but the woman and
children clungtoit. Inthe rough water
he lost sight of them and concludin
that they were lost, it is said he deliber-
ately drew his knife and cut his throat,
thus perishing, while his family were



