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hilst these sceoes 6f bloodshed
Nera 'being"" éeacd and the' invadÜis
alrthuavetrost iciöd

forcingihir way slow.l5btn steèidilÿ
-winnifig victory a'fter vietory, a
synod was hld at Mnfagh to éonsider
the unhappy ýstate of the cóuntry and
inquire into the causes of this fe:uful
invasion. The'decision these venorable
prelates came to was quite in keepiug
with their sacred calling and simple
faith. There were no doubt soie mon,
even in those days, who looked at the
matter in a more matter-of-fact light,
but they regarded it as a visitation
called down on thc- ountry by the
slave-trade which was then, it appears,
very actively carried on.

The result of this solemn decision
was the enfrainchisement of every slave
in the country. Still on went the in-
vaders with undiminished success. Wex-
ford and Waterford were captured; and
no check was given to their victorious
career until they unfurled their banners
before the walls of Dublin.

Roderick, monarch of Ireland, wit-
nessed the approaeh of this intrepid-
band of conquerors with dismay. The'
native princes, deserted him; and those
divisions aiongst his followers, to
which the evil fate of Ireland has been
se freqently attributed, pairalysed all
action, and rendered the city an easy
prey to the encmy. In reading Irish
history these instances of internail
division and conquest from abroad ares
constantly occurring, until we are almost
tenpted to believe the reproach so
flippantly urged against the-Irish for
their dissensions at' all times; 'but the
hiWtory of any other country weakened
by foreign oppression reveals precisely
thb same state of thingà. The Irish
have had their private fends, and they
have sufferedi for them, but it'is by, no
means a characteristic pcculiarly their
öivir; it is rather a moral feature,

hih attaches to every coi-try weak-
ened' and debased by conquest.

Aý igorous singe vas openedand
Iderick defended the, ity as well a
h"coîild. At this öritical juncture tho

iSàimeof St. Laurence O'Tole' apars!
whò i'4he mödel saiht'nun thë Irish
élridr h olinds' and -t pariotism

m3elancd hisgiven bilthito mani good
and great men, whse lives havé' b en

dovoted to the srvice of i3od'slholy
Church; but no .nahid brins with it
more effctionàte i-everenco thai that
of St Laurence O'Toole; for in addition
to being à zealous and holy -triota
hero, as well as a saint. J3etween the
family or OToole; which vas very
powerftil, and the traitor [cMurIough
therewasl an old hosti lity. Lorcan, or
Laurence, was at an carly age given
hlim as a hostage, but after a short time
was released. It 'appears that hbe vas
thon placed under the tuition of the
Abbot'of Glendaloeh, St. Kevii, about

vhomn there are innumerable romantic
legends. On the death of St. Kevin,
St, Laurence suceee(ld to the abbacy,
and Nvas subsequently proioted to the
sec of Dublin.

St. Laurence O'Toole's life was the
very perfection of sanctity. He ad-
hered to the most rigid observances of
the Church ; and by example, as vell
as by a firm and judicious administra-
tion, he succeeded in crushing abuses
and effecting reformns at a time when
reforn was mach needed.

After several days' hard fighting, a
breach ivas effected, and the city cap-
tured. St. Laureice during this tiine
was uînceasing in his mninistrations to
the woun(led and dying. Even the on-
emy respected him; and so nrofound
was the influence of his sacredl charie-
ter, that he succeeded in preserving
uninjured the books, the-vessels, and
vestments of the churches. The native
troops were broken and clispirited,aand
their leaders divided. The conquering
army of the invadéwas enjoying a
perfect orgie in the captured city, pln-
dering -indiscriminntely, an' murdering
whoever offercd any opposition to them.
St Laurence witnessed with bitter feel-
ings theruin vhich was going on ; and
in order to check it he went amongst
the native princes, andý besought of
them to forget their private feuds, and
join in a vigorous effort in expelling
the invaders. 's mission provedla
success and an active bloeecade ofthe
city vas immediatelylgui the esult
of which was that thnencm 1 y edu'ced
by famine and deate, dffereu ternis of
eapitulation!m At the su ion o? 5
iLaurence(tlose overturesivero rejectcd.
le wishedLb free his countryfmentlm
ad rntturers who brought in tlieir track


