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’\Vhllst; these sconesof bloodslied
were' bemg enacted;'and tlie* invadars;

b _' holr 'ldventurous leadar,  word
foreing: 'theu' ‘way slowly'“but, ste.\(hly
—winning: Vlctory‘ after vmto1) s
synod was held at Arniaght to' consuler
the’ unhapp) ‘state of the countyy,  and
inquire into ‘the causes of this fearful
ifvasion. ' The 'decision these venerable
prelates came to'was quite in keepitig
with ~thel? sacred calling and simple
faith.  There were no doubt some men,
even in those days;  who looked at the
matter in a more matter-of-fact light,
but they regarded it as a Visitation

called down on the:country by the
slaye-trade which was then, it appeara,
very actively cdrried on.

The result of this solemn decision
was the enfranchisement of every slave
in the country.” Still on went the in-
vaders with undiminished success. Wex-
ford and Waterford were mptured ; and
no check was given ‘to their victorious’
career until they unfurled their banners
before the walls of Dublin:

“Roderick; monarch : of Ireland, Wit

nessed . the ‘approach of this 1ntrep1d
band of conquerers with dismay. The
native princes  deserted him ; and those
‘divisions umongst - his follower to
which the’ evil fate of Ireland has becn
so frequently - attributed, paralysed "all
action; and-rendered’ the city an' easy
prey -to the enemy.- In 1~e’1dmg Trish
history - these -instances’ of “internal
division "and conquest: from -abroad ave
constantly oceurring, until we are almost
tempted to believe  the - reproach -so
flippantly ‘urged - against the Irishfor
their dissensions at all times ;- but the
hi§tory of any other country weakened
by forelgn oppression reveals preciscly’
the same’ ‘state’ ‘of things. ' The : Tvish
“have had’ their private’feads, and they
hive-suffered’ for them, ‘but 1t1s by’ no
means a (,h'u‘actemstlc pecuh.u'ly their
own, ‘it is*rather "+ moral - featiwe,
whith*attaches to overy country weak
encd’ and debased by conquest. !

YA Vigorous” ‘giege: was openced; "md
"Roderlck defended ™ the: c1ty as “wella¥
- he'could. At this ritieal Junctm'e "the
© e of St Laurence O'Toole* appears;
- who i ‘Lhe; migdel ‘gaintrion “the' Irish

5o ¢iilend: ,"fo; olindss' and * patriotism}
~ Treland has“given: birth to-many+ good

g zmd gre’tt mcn, whose* lives have' hgen”

; rLuurence,/tlmae overtures wero 1e]ectcd.

dovoted * to-‘the ‘service”of ‘God’s” holy
Churel; but no'nanie bningé withig’
more “Affoctiohate’ reverenco than ‘that
of St: Liurence O'Tools; for in addition
to being & zealous and holy patriot—a
hero, as S woll as a-saint. Betiveen” the
family " of O"I'dole * wliich - was  very
powerful,'and the traitor McMurrough,
there’ was an old - hostility.’ Lownn, or
Laurence, was at an carly age’ gwen‘
lnm as a hostage, but after:a short timo

‘s released. It appeavs ‘that he was
Lhon placed under thé ‘tuition of the
Abbatof Glendaloch, St. Kevin, abont
whom there are innwmerable romantic
legends.” On' the death of St. Kevin,’
St. Laurence succeded o the abbacy,
and was subsequently promotcd to thc
see of Dublin.

St. Laurence O'Toole’s life was the
very perfection of sanctity. e ad-
hered to the most rigid observances of
the Churcli; and bv example, as well
as by a firm and Jlldl('.lOllS administra
tion, he succeeded in cr ughing nbusea

|| and ~eftecting - reforms at ‘a tlme when

reform was mich needed. :
After several days' hard ﬁn'htmg, a

breach was. effected, and: the city, cap-
tured. St. Laurence during "this’ time’
was unceasing in his ministrations to
the wotnded and dying: ‘Even the" en-
enly vespected him; and 'so profound
wag the inﬂuenc’e'of_ his sacred chdrae-
ter, that"he succeeded  in preserving’
umn)m'cd the books; the- ‘vessels; “and
vestments of the ‘ehurches, “The native
troops were broken'and dispivited;and
their leaders divided. -The conquering
army of the invader®was” exuoymfr Y
perfect orgie in the captured-eity, plun-
dering 1ndlscr1m1nately and' murdering
whoever offered: any oppositionito them.
St Laurence witnessed with 'bitter feel-
ings the:ruin which was going on'; and
in“order to check: /it he! went amojgst
the native princes;: and: besought i Tof |
them to forget thcn- ‘private feuds,’ and
join in'a vigorous “effort: in’ c\pellmn'
the invaders:His" mission: proved a ., .
success; and anactive' blockat}e of 'thie
city was 1mmedl'1tely*berrunj ‘the result
of which was that'the: nemyi‘lcduccd
by fammine* ahd' death, ﬂered terms-of
capitulation. i A b: the" sugrrcstwn ‘of St

"He'wished:tt: free his’ country: ififomithe =

adventm'crs who brought i’ theu"tl'ack




